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MOUNTAINS. 


T2 un b had iy ended belle 
the tountain tops; its bright" tints 
were yet glowing in the horizon; the birds 
were retiring to their leafy habitations, and u 
calm tranquillity ſeemed diffuſed over che 
face of nature, undiſturbed but by the tink⸗ 


ling of the ſhepherd's'bell, and the fa found 
of diſtant witer. 
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lowly cottage, encompaſſed by high and 
ſheltering trees, and ſeated at the foot of a 
lofty mountain, to take his accuſtomed even- 
ing's walk. 'T was now the hour for medi- 
tation; here he could ruminate on paſt 
afflictions; indulge deſpair, and chide the 


lingering hand of death, ſo diſtant to his 


wiſhes, 
Loſt in painful retroſpections, he wandered 
round the mountain, heedleſs of the cloſe of 


day, till he could no longer diſcern the path 


before him. Starting from his reverie, he 


beheld “ darkneſs vilible,” A few. ſilvery 
ſtars beſpangled the ſky, which were -ſome- 


times enveloped by heavy clouds, Portentous 
of a riſing ſtorm, , He, endeavoured to re- 


trace his former ſteps, but he had wandered. 


from the beaten path; and the faint twink - 
ling of the ſtars that now and then emerged 
from behind the clouds, rather confuled, than 
guided him on his Way. Weary and ſpirit- 
"6, 


The folemn- illneſs, and approae king 
night, invited the, melancholy inmate"of a 
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leſs, he would have quietly ſeated himſelf on 
the 'fide of the mountain, fearleſs of danger, 
had not the idea of his loved Adelaide ſtarted 
to his mind, wretched and diſtreſſed at the 
unuſual abſence of her father. My child! 
exclaimed he, quickening his pace, “ my 
child will be diſtracted !“ But in vain he 
ſought to haſten to his humble dwelling; the 
dark clouds now rolled heavily over his head, 
and entirely obſcured the ſparking ſuns of 
other worlds: not a ſingle object could he 
diſtinguiſh to direct his ſteps: cheerleſs, and 
uncertain of his road, he wandered on, calling 
on his Adelaide, and blaming his own — 
leſs inattention. c 


Mr. Dupont, the name of this benighted 
man, had been that day more than commonly 
gloomy and dejected; it was the birth-day of 
a dear and much regretted wife; it had re- 
called ſcenes to his remembrance, that ſtruck. 
horror to his mind, and when evening ap- 
peared, he gladly ſtole from his beloved 
* to indulge in melancholy reflec- 

„355 5 tions 


tions alone, that he * 1 the conta - 
gion of his ſorrows. It was this oppreſſive 
ſorrow that had ſo abſorbed all thoughts of 
time and diſtance, that darkneſs ſtole on him 


unperceived, and he ſcarcely recollected the 
direction he had taken. 


Now, his Adelaide ſwam before his ſight 
in agonies of ſuſpenſe and terror; alone, un- 
protected and unhappy ; ; how great was his 
© anguiſh, for having given to her this cauſeleſs 
diſtreſs, by his heedleſs ramble in unfrequent- 
ed paths, on a dark night, ſuch as in the 
month of October often ſucceeds a ſmiling 
day. 


He walked on, he knew not whither, till 
at length he thought a glimmering light 
ſeemed now and then to appear on his leſt 
hand; he topped for a moment; and as the 
trees now thinly cloathed with foilage, were 
bent here and there by the ſudden guſts of - 
wind, he diſtinctly perccived a faint light, 
more like a ſtar, than proceeding from an, 

4 : habitation z 
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habiration ; yet it gave a ray of hope to his 
mind, and he cautiouſiy turned his ſteps to 
that direction. As he advanced, he ſtruck 
himſelf ſeveral times againſt the trees, and 
was convinced that he was entering on ſome 
part of a wood which lay at a good diſtance 
from the ſpot he reſided in, and terminated at 
the foot of a high mountain, Still he be- 
held the ſtar-like appearance, but it was 
ſo faint, and ſo often ſeemed to vary, that he 
began to fear it was an ignis fatuus to miſlead 
him, without reflecting, that creeping in the 
dark, it was his own wandering that changed 
dee appearance of the luminary. At length 
he ſaw it more plainly, and gained upon it; 
ſenſible of this, he proceeded with freſh ala- 
crity, till he found himſelf cloſe to ſome build- 
ing, but of what kind he could not diſtin- 
guiſh, though a ftream of light ſued dom a 
window above. 


He ** and found a door; for a mo- 
ment he ſtaod ſuſpended; it might be the 
retreat of a gang of banditti; he liſtened, ho 
B 3 8 heard 
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heard the ſound of a voice as if reading; 
afraid even to breathe, he crept by the walk 
directly under the window, and then i it ſeem- 
ed as if che perſon was at prayer. 


*. The ſtorm which had long been gathering, 
now burſt forth with violence, a heavy rain; 
and the wind: whiſtling hollow through the 
trees, convinced him he had no time to loſe |} 
in ſeeking ſome ſhelter from the inclemency 1 
of the weather, Once more he returned to | 
the door, and with a * r — j 
ed gently twice. | 


; 


| -' Preſently a voice demanded *© Who was | 
there ?''— A friend, and a benighted wan- 
derer, anſwered he. The door was imme- 
diately unbolted; a man dreſſed like a 
monk, with a long beard, ſtood before him, 
a lamp in his hand. Enter fon and wel- 
come,“ ſaid he, «ſeldom has a' ſtranger 
croſſed this threſhold,”” He ſaid no more, 
but led the way up a ſew ſtairs into a room, 


from whence Dupont had ſeen the light thro? 
K a very 
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a very ſmall caſement, The Monk courte- 
_ ouſly gave him his own ſtool, and drew a 
ſmall form for himſelf, He ſtirred up the 
fire, and offered his * a glaſs of liquor. 


* Dupont, who had given a curſory look on 
all around him with ſome ſurpriſe, very rea- 
dily accepted the offer, for fatigued and un- 
happy, his ſpirits and ſtrength were nearly 
exhauſted. When he had taken the cordial, 
they ſeemed to view each other with much 
curioſity. © I thank you father for this 
kindneſs, but if you can direct me the neareſt 
path to the ſouth ſide of this chain of moun- 

tains, which lays towards the ſea, I will en- 

counter the ſeverity of the weather, rather 
than leave my poor child a prey to the moſt 
ene apprehenſions,” | 


& +. You 110 a child hin, and you live on 
r che other ſide of theſe mountains ? Is there 
any village or hamlet near theſe, frightful 
hills?“ 


7 840! S B 4 6 Not 
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“Not very near, . replied Dupont; 
«1 dycll in a ſmall hut very inferior to 
your's, but more pleaſantly ſituated; there 
appears ta be a ſimilarity in our fortune, for | 
I do not ſuppoſe you were born to live in theſe 
mountains, though the order you profeſs na- 
turally leads to retirement; yet a monaſtery | 
muſt ſurely be far ee to * remote 


| unſocial place.” 


F 7 ſo,” wot Monk, bc a | 
therefore tis that I have fixed my reſidence 
Gere, ] am profeſſedly of ng orders. I Wear 
this habit to ſecure me from the depredations 
or ill treatment of banditti, which ſometimes 
infeit theſe hills. For ſome years I have 
lived a liſe of ſolitude ; at firſt a life of neceſ- 

ſity, but now the object of my choice. I fled 
to it as a refuge from the cold compaſſion, 
the ingratitude of friends, whom I have 
obliged ar the expence of my fortune, from 
che preſſure. be from the contempt 
of the wor 


ce Gracious 


| 
0 
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et Gracious heaven! exclaimed Dupont. 
« then I am not à ſingular inſtance, nor a 
folitary ſufferer, do the n 
of mankind !” 


* Singular!” cried as Monk, ſhaking 
his reverend locks, © no, the caſe is but tao 
common; yet e are young to have known 
the degeneracy of the world from painful con- 
viction. Moraliſts talk of it, and gownmen 
preach againſt it; hut experience alone fixes 
the ſad truth in our boſoms, that the ſemblance 
of yirtue impoſes upon the unſuſpicious mind, 
and that to guard againſt the duplicity of 
appearances, we mult generally pay dear for 
the acquired wiſdom, and that caution fo 
neceſſary in an intercourſe with the world. 


e Your obſervation is but too juſt,” re- 
plied Dupont, * but at preſent J have no 
time for converſation, though I feel much 
intereſted, from the hints you have given of 
your ſituation, I am eager to return to my 
child; every moment of delay is miſery, 

B 5 therefore, 
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therefore, fir, give me ſome clue to 
direct my ſteps through the wood this dark 
night; perhaps we may meet again; at leaſt 
if it is not your fault we may.“ | 


* 


e am greatly concerned,” anſwered the 
Monk, * that I cannot afford you the ſatis- 
faction you wiſh for; I am really entirely un- 
acquainted with the paths of the wood, or the ö | 
other ſide of the mountain; to attempt your 
way now will be dangerous; you may be en- 
tangled in the trees, or wander ſtill farther ? 
from your home. This place is the boun- | 
dary of my travels; not from want of curio- | 
ſity to explore this wild mountainous ſpot of 
earth, but becauſe that curioſity is repreſſed | 
by my inability to gratify it.” Saying this, 
he threw open his long cloak and diſcovered 
a . leg. 
{ ; 
- Dana, who liſtened to him-with evident 
impatience, exclaimed, © Whatever is the 
conſequence; I muſt endeavour to retrace 


| | my 
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my way home, bra. pong will be dife 
urn 2. 


os i Indeed,” gad the Monk, hethopking 
him, „ the attempt may be* fruitleſs, and 
certainly attended with difficulty and danger; 
however great may be the diſtreſs of your 
daughter, what ſhe may endure for two or 
three hours; bears no proportion to the diſ- 
aſters you are likely to encounter, and which 
may involve her in eternal ſforzow—be ad- 
viſed, in leſs than three hours the moon will 
riſe, - and- that friendly luminary will enable 
you to direct your ſteps with ſafety.“ 


Dupont felt the full force of theſe obſerva-' 
tions, and however great his impatience, and 
diſtreſſing his anxiety,, he was compelled" to 
accede with the deſire of the Monk, and re- 
main with him till the queen of night ſhould! 
appear to guide his ſearch, in recovering the 
road he had fo unfortunately loſt. His an- 
guiſh was inexpreſſible, and though at any 
other time his curioſity would have been 

B 6 warmly 
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warmly excited to have known the Monk's 
ſtory, ſo entirely were his thoughts abſorbed 
in reflefting on the ſituation of his Adelaide, 
that he ſat for ſome time ſtupid, mo 


ly i lnacrentive to every ching, 


The Monk, however, the violence of 
whole paſſions, injuries and reſentments, time 
had moderated, though not ſubdued z whom 
reading and reflection had taught, that among 
the vaſt multitude which inhabit the earth, 
numberleſs are the wretches devoid of prin- 
| cple and integrity, crafty, ſubtle and deſign» 
ing, who prey upon the honeſt, undeſigning 
man ; and that the wrongs which he had 
ſuffered, were retailed in various ſhapes 
among thouſands and ten thouſands of literal 
honeſt minds, unprejudiced and unhackneyed 
in the falſehood. of mankind, This man, 
though no longer agitated by tumultuous paſ- 
ſions, felt the ſpirit of curioſity in its full 
force, and hurt by the taciturnity of Dupont, 
oblerved, | 


« It 
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ce It is uſeſeſi, my friend, to rack your 
breaſt with picturing to your eye the diſtreſ 
of your child, which a few ſhort hours will 
entirely remove; rather ſeek to diverſify 
your ideas, and if there is no impropriety in- 
the communication, oblige me by a relation 
of thoſe events which have driven you to this 
ſolitude, Tis now twenty-eight years that 
I have reſided here, and I am as much de- 
tuched from any knowledge of the world, 
as if I was no longer an inhabitant of-it, I 
have not ſeen twenty perſons in ſo many 
years, and thoſe have been rude, unpoliſhed 


people, as ns myſelf.” 


And thoſe were enviable rs re- 
plied Dupont, they were innocent and 
happy—'tis a knowledge of the world that 
makes men wicked and miſerable. I cannot 
now enter into à detail of misfortunes, that 
on this day have returned with double aggra - 
vation to my mind. I fear for my Adelaide, 
and that apprehenſion HOI me from 


being 
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being a narrator of events that torture me to 
think © of.“ nne Fa} 

e Tell me ae dad cher Monk; « ig 
your ſeceſſion from ſociety the effect of ne- 
ceſſity or inclination? Do you wiſh, or ex- 
pect to return once more into the buſy 
world N n 


. Comprlfutory meaſures firſt drove me 
from thoſe ſcenes of tumult, intrigue and 
falſe hood that abound in capital cities; where 
ſhameleſs guilt is ſanctioned by the name of 
faſhion ; where every moment the gay and 
thoughtleſs victim dances on the edge of a 
precipice, and unwarily plunges into a gulph, 
where his beſt hopes are buried for ever. 
Hope to return into the world! No, I have 
done with it; my happineſs is entombed in 
the grave; and did not my Adelaide exiſt, I 
would ſoon retire to ſome peaceful cell, where 
all remembrance but of one dear object, 
might ceaſe for ever.“ a 


« There 


1 
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47 0< There appears to be a ſimilarity in our 
ſituations, returned the Monk, “that en- 
gages my regard, and unlocks my heart; 
ſince you will not, or cannot, oblige me with 
2 recital of your misfortunes, liſten to the 
ſtory of mine, it will beguile the time, and 
divert your attention from more unpleaſant 
Kr 


; Dupont honnd his hen, as if Ws ul be 
thankful and attentive ; but had not the 
Monk been eager to indulge the garrulity of 
age, and a deſire to profit by an opportunity” 
that ſeldom occurred, of talking, he muſt have 
ſeen that his gueſt was too much abſorbed in 
his- own reflections, to feel any great intereſt 
for him at that time; though he found his 
attention inſenſibly engaged as the Monk ; 


proceeded, He began his narrative in the 
following words, 


THE STORY OF THE MONK. | | 


0. When Lewis. the 0 died, he left 
his daughter Ann, Lady of Beaujeu, gover- 
nels 


16 ru Ou or. 1 
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neſs of the kingdom for her brother Charles : 
in prejudice to the Duke of Orleans; who was 4 
then near twenty years old, and preſumptive 
heir to the erown. This arrangement was 
highly diſguſtſul to the Duke; he made no 
ſcruple of avowing his hatred to Ann, and 
cenſuring thoſe deluſive arts, by which, as he 
thought, ſhe had obtained this preference from 

the late king : though to do her juſtice, ſhe 
had many great qualities, and an uncommon 
ſhare of knowledge and penetration. At firſt 

ſhe attempted to ſooth the angry diſappointed 
Lewis, but his paſſions were then too impe- 

. tuous to yield either to reaſon or courteſy ; 

he openly and groſsly inſulted her; ſhe order- 

ed him to be arreſted ; fortunately I heard of 

the order, gave him timely notice, and he 
fled to the caſtle of Beaujeney, where I ac- 
eompanied him. 


« I was only five years old when I loſt my 
parents; too young to be ſenſible of that, 
Joſs ; I was taken by my uncle, well known 
in the world as the Mareſchal de Giè, as his 


own 
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own child; nor did the tendereſt parent ever 
more truly deſerve reverence and love, than 
this beſt of men. At fifteen, when I had 
gone through. alt my exerciſes, and by my 
conduct and character obtained the general 
good opinion as an accompliſhed, well diſ- 
poſed youth, I was placed about the perſon 
of the young Lewis, Duke of Orleans, and at 
the time I am ſpeaking of, became his favo- 
rite and confidential friend. | 


ee Before the death of Lewis the Eleventh, 
that monarch had obliged the Dute to marry = 
his youngeſt daughter Jane. This princeſs 
had an agreeable face; was highly accom- 
pliſhed, and of amoſt amiable diſpoſition; but 
ſhe was unhappily deformed. Lewis con- 
ceived an invincible diſlike to her, which all 
her great and good qualities failed to eradicate. 
With the moſt unexampled ſweetneſs, ſhe 
bore all the flights and contemptuous neg- 
lects heaped upon her; nor till afterwards, 
reo 145 N wr pn — Wy "or 
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days, but being ſtript of all power, and his 


* 
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or che public, know the peculiar circum- | 
ſtances of her ſituation. f 


/* When the Det ed w de ee of 
Beaujency, the Ducheſs offered to accompany 
him in his exile, but ſhe was refuſed; myſelf, 


and two faithful domeſtics, were the only 
one's admitted to follow him. The Lady of 


Beaujeu loſt no time, ſhe aſſembled a ſmall 


force, ſurrounded. the caſtle, and compelled 
us to ſurrender, 


* 


« The Duke was. imprifancd. 8 Aa 1 


poſſeſſions confiſcated, he was releaſed at the 


interceſſion of the Ducheſs, who was indefar 
| tigable i in her endeavours to ſerve him, though 


conſcious ſhe could derive no benefit to herr 
ſelf by obtaining his liberty. Her. virtues 
and ſweet diſpoſition, gained her univerſal 
eſteem; J particularly admired and xeſpetted 
her; my intimacy with the Duke gave me 


liberty to explain my ſentiments on all occa- 


ſions: I failed not to hold up to him the ob- 
ligations 
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ligations he owed to this reſpectable woman 3 
the claims ſhe had upon his heart and his 
judgment : but all I could urge was fruitleſs.” 


« Lewis had a thouſand good qualities, 
but his prejudices were unconquerable ; he 
nouriſhed an equal diſlike to her, and the 
Lady of Beaujeu: diſcontented and reſtleſs, 
he reſolved to leave the kingdom, and engage 
ſome other power to concur in his deſigns of 
diſpoſſeſſing Ann of the government. With 
this view, he ſecretly withdrew himſelf, at- 
tended only by me, and a very few followers, 
to the court of Britany, where Francis the 
Second, the reigning Duke, received him 
with every attention, and promiſed him op | 
fuccours he ſolicited in a ſhort time. 
7K Within a 0 fri PER after our arri - 
val, I obſerved Lewis was more than com- 
monly melancholy and unhappy. I took the 
liberty to queſtion: him · of the cauſe for ſuch 
un 8 when his proſpects ſeemed ſo 

| flattering, 


= ( 
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flattering, nd when- Francis had made 3 
prnecy Fltabliſhmen for him.” 


« My dear De Giz, * aud he, cc the 
hour is come that muſt decide. the colour of 
my. future deſtiny ;' know, that J love, I 
adore the. charming daughter of Francis, 
Ann, the heireſs of his poſſeſſions, and the 
molt lovely of her ſex: ahl if I can bot -en- 
gage her heart, how caſy to obtain a'divorce 
from Jane, and unite. myſelf to the only 
object that ever touched my heart.“ 


This declaration aſtoniſhed and grieved 
me; I repreſented to him the cruel injuſtice 
he meditated againſt an amiable and unof- 
ending princes, I bid him conſider how 
improbable it was that Francis would ever 

cConſent to give his daughter, -heireſs of his 
dominions, ſought after by fo many neigh» 
bouring ſovereigna, to a fugitive prince, who 
could not even pretend to her hand, without 


firſt committing a moſt flagrant act of cruelty 
py = and 
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and diſhonour. He heard me with an air 
of impatience,” 1 


«© You have obtained my confidence, 
faid he, © beware you do not abuſe it; my 
own inclinations and judgment muſt direct 
me. I forgive the many arguments you have: 
adduced in favour of Jane, becauſe I do not; 
ſcruple to allow her all the good qualities you 
impute to her head and heart: as a woman 1 
eſteem her, as a wife I deteſt; nor ever will 
acknowledge her: nay, even the favours I 
have received from her hands, render her 
more odious to me, becauſe they have faſten- 
ed an obligation on my mind, of which I am 
undeſerving. Compelled to receive her. 
hand, ſhe has only her cruel arbitrary father 
to blame, for I never deceived her by the 
leaſt appearance of affection. Ceaſe then 
De Git, to plead Jane's rights, in oppoſition. 
to my views of happineſs; never ſpeak on 
that ſubject again, if you wiſh that we ſhould 
continue friends; I confide in your honour 
that this converſation does not tranſpire. 

N ws. Being 
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e Being now convinced that there was a 
ſuperior power that ruled his heart above me, 
I was obliged to be a ſilent witneſs of what I 
could not prevent; and all my hopes for the 
unfortunate ducheſs reſted on the improbabi- 
lity that Francis would ever beſtow his 
daughter upon him, or the princeſs encourage 
the devoirs of a married man, But a ſhort 
time convinced me that 1 was miſtaken in 
both. Francis was advanced in years, his 
mind imbecile, and his diſpoſition eaſily led 
80 ſuch as were moſt about him. 


* The Duke, united to a pleaſing perſon, 
had every accompliſhment that could chal- 
lenge eſteem: his manners were inſinuating 
and poliſned; his underſtanding ſuperior 
to moſt men's, and his eloquence on a fa- 
vorite topic, was generally found irreſiſtible, 
So many amiable and dangerous qualities, 
eaſily ſubdued the mind of Francis, and en- 
gaged the attention of his daughter; his in- 
fluence was unbounded, and he already anti- 


3 _ ſucceſs, and had begun to put 
things 
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things in train ſecretly, to procure a divorce, 


when a ſudden and unexpected interruption 
baffled all his ſchemes. 


he nobles öl Nic) had long caſt a 
ealous eye on this powerful favourite; they 
WF penetrated into his views, and were deter- 
mined to oppoſe them, as they wiſhed their 
princeſs to form a more brilliant alliance. 
TH They contrived to inform the Lady of Beau- 
1 jeu of all that Was tranſacting; they did 
mote, they invited her to invade their coun- 
try, promiſing their aſſiſtance upon certain 
conditions ſtipulated, which ſhe readily ac- 
corded to at the time, to gratify her love of 
power, and her hatred to the Duke, 


This negotiation was carried on ſo pri- 
vately, that not the leaſt intelligence tranſ- 
pired, till the ſtorm burſt upon them. Aſto- 
niſhed and alarmed, Francis collected a haſty 
army, to repel the invader, and the Duke 
ſtimulated by love, hatred and ambition, put 
himſelf a at the head of it, Several battles 

| were 
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were fought with various ſucceſſes; but the 
troops of Ann, aided by the deſertion of the 
army under the Duke, and the defection of 
the nobles againſt Francis, were at length 
victorious ;. the Duke was unfortunately taken 
priſoner, and the, army ſurrendered at diſ- 
cretion. | 


; 
* 


ec As 1 45 not mean to concern myſelf 
with the ſubſequent affairs between France 

and Britany, more than what is neceſfary to 
illuſtrate my own ſtory, I ſhall follow the 
Duke, by whoſe fide I fought, and conſe - 
quently was involved in the ſame fate. 


We were conducted, after a ſhort con 
finement at Luſignan, to Bourges, and there 
placed in ſeparate apartments in the great 
tower of that caſtle, This ſeparation was 
worſe than death ; the commander of the 
tower had obtained his place under the reign 
of Lewis the Eleventh; his reſpect for the 
princeſs his daughter, the unfortunate Jane, 
induced him to treat the Duke with more 
5 attention 
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attention than his orders extended to, but we 
could not obtain permiſſion to ſee, or con- 
verſe with each other. Fi TE. 


« Mean * the abt wife of che Duke, N 
though no ſtranger to his deſigns againſt her, 
wearied Ann daily with importunities in his 
behalf; ſhe humbled herſelf on her knees to 5 
the haughty and inflexible lady of Beaujeu. 
All was fruitleſs, and every application re- 
pulſed with indignation, and reproaches at 
ber meanneſs in ſoliciting favours for a man 
ho bad treated her with ſuch contempt and 
injuſtice. 


True,“ ſaid this reſpectable Princeſs one 
day, © true, madam, I may have cauſe to 
omplain, in the opinion of others ; but who 
as a right to judge? If I do not feel in- 
ured, if my huſband is dear to me, and if 
doth inclination and duty prompts me to \ 
ave. him from impriſonnient and ' deſpair, - 
no ſhall. preſume to ſtep between us, and 
11 me. of his unworthineſs ? My affection, 

VOL, 1. 8 and 
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and your glory demands his liberty ; mean 
| ſouls may feel pleaſure in revenging injuries, 
but a truly great mind triumphs in forgiving 
them.” But in vain did this moſt amiable. 
lady ſolicit Ann; ſhe both feared and hated 
the Duke, and therefore determined to pre- 
clude him from the power of interfering with 
her deſigns. The wars in which ſhe engaged, 
and the many excellent regulations ſhe made 
in the government, are foreign to my ſtory. 


« The Ducheſs of Orleans, deſpairing to 
effect her generous purpoſe with the lady of 
Beaujeu, found means to petition the Gover- 
nor of the Tower at Bourges to extend his 
utmoſt indulgence to his illuſtrious priſoner, 
and when he leaſt expected it, through the 
favour of La Peine, ſo was the Governor 
called, I was introduced to the. Duke's 
apartment, and from that day experienced 
every attention that we could expect conſiſtent 
with the duty La Peine held himſelf bound to | 
obſerve to the Regent of the kingdom. 

« How- 
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How painful was my ſituation ! What 
cheerleſs melancholy hours did ] paſs en- 
deavouring to calm the mind of my Royal 
Maſter, whoſe diſappointed love and ambi- 
tion would ſometimes work him to a degree 
of frenzy that required all my exertions to 
ſubdue ! The unfortunate - Ducheſs was not 
permitted the poor conſolation of writing to 
him; all ſhe could obtain was, now and then 
hearing from the Governor that he exiſted. _ 


te Near two years we lived in this gloomy 
ſolitude, during which time leveral great 
events had taken place. 5 


« The Duke of Orleans, no longer an object 
of jealouſy to the Nobles of Brittany, and 
the lady of Beaujeu forgetful of the pre- 
ſeribed conditions on the commencement of 
the war, ſecking now to obtain conqueſts for 
herſelf; the country at once united to drive the. 
French from Brittany, and Ann found her- 
ſelf compelled to retire: Soon aſter which 

C2 Francis 
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Pravicis the Second hed: and left his vaſt © 
Poſſeſſions to > his daughter, 


cc Ann, of Britany, was now the object of 
every potentate in Europe; but ſhe, de- 
voted to the Duke of Orleans, repulſed 
every application, and rejected every over- 
ture. Several Princes then ſought to obtain 
by force of arms that kingdom ſhe would 
not voluntarily beſtow ; ſhe ſaw her country 
on the verge of deſtruction, deluged with 
blood, and no way to preſerve that or her- 
| ſelf, but by giving her hand to one of the 
candidates for her favour : The choice fell 
upon Maximillian, King of the Romans. 


To this ſhe was urged by two motives, 
one, that Maximillian was at a time of life, 
and with power to protect her; and the 
other, that his davghter Margaret was the 
affianced wife to Charles the French King, 
in whoſe court ſhe had reſided ſome time for 
education previous to the marriage expected 
to take place very ſoon, Her affection for 

; the 
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the Duke of Orleans rendered all other met 
equally indifferent; ſhe ſought therefore, by 
this alliance with the King of the Romans, to 
ſecure the friendſhip of the lady of __— 
and her ſon Charles. 


The contract took place, and the mar- 
riage was ſoon expected to follow; but the 


cunning and politic lady of Beaujeu had con- 


ceived other projects; ſne had long caſt a 
deſiring eye on the territories of Britany, 
and what ſhe could not obtain by force of 
arms, ſhe determined, if poſſible, to ſecure 
by ingenious manceuvres. ' She wrote to the 
Duke of Orleans, offering him his liberty 
and full reſtitution of all his honours and 
effects, if he would exert all bis influence 
jointly with her's to engage Ann of Britany 
to break her contract with Maximillian and 


marry Charles, who would now ſoon take 


upon him the government of the kingdom. 


The offer was tempting, . impriſonment 
for ye. was perhaps the alternative; he could 
C3 no 


N 
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no longer entertain any hopes of Ann for 
himſelf; he had alſo formerly received a 


perſonal affront from the King of the Ro- | 


mans, who had refuſed him that aſylum 


Francis, the Duke of Britany, had ſo gene- 


rouſly offered. All thoſe reaſons working 


upon the mind of Louis, inclined him at 
length to accede to the propoſitions of the 


N of n. 


” 


« He was <a to write 8 


Ann, © to inveigh againſt her choice of a 


man old enough to be her father, and to 
diſplay the incomparble advantages of: uniting 
herſelf with Charles: He lamented his own 
cruel deſtiny that precluded any hopes -or 
wiſhes for himſelf; but that her happineſs 
was too dear to him to ſee it ſacrificed by a 
marriage with Maximilian, when ſhe had 


the-choice of a young, A and age 


ful Monarch.“ 


e In ſhort, his letters, his advice, his en- 
treaties, were repeated inceſſantly during the 
courſe 


«cy 
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courſe of two thanths, in which time the 
Eing of the Romans had beer engaged in 
ſubduing an enemy e to his marriage. 

« The Diike's remonſtrances, and the 
unremitting private negotiations of the lady 
of Beattjeu, were at length ſucceſsful, and 
drew from Ann a reluctant conſent to their 
wiſhes; the moment her honour was pledged, 
and ſhe had conſented to repair to the coaſt 
'of France to complete a marriage with 
Charles, the lady of Beaujeu ſent Margaret, 
the daughter of Maximillian, and the con- 
tracted wife of Charles, back to her father's 
court, with a frivolous apology more diſ- 
graceful than the act itſelf; and this breach 
'of honour, and indignity to a Princeſs, 
muſt ever remain a ſtain upon the politics 
of that lady, who, by the death of her 
huſband's eldeſt brother at this period, be- 
came Ducheſs of Bourbon. 


— 


o 
—— 


2 


cc It was not without infinite concern, and 
much reluctance, that Ann was prevailed 
C4 upon 


— 
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upon to break her faith with MaximMWian; 
but the French forces advanced into Britany, 
the Duke of Orleans perſuaded and entreat- 
ed, and ſhe had no longer the power to re- 
fuſe. The marriage was celebrated without 
delay, at a town in Touraine, and on the ſame 
day the Duke and myſelf abtained our liberty. 


Never ſhall I forget the joy and tender- 
neſs that animated the Ducheſs of Orleans ; 
ſhe haſtened from a monaſtery, to which ſhe 
had retired after her unſucceſsful applications ; 
ſhe met us on the road; ſhe threw herſelf 
ſpeechleſs with joy into the arms of the 
Duke; then on her knees returned thanks 
to heaven for his deliverance, in terms of 
equal piety and rapture, Every one preſent 
was affected; even the -Duke was moved, 
and taking her hand, © This kindneſs, ma- 
dam, ſaid he, © is more than I deſerve ; 
tis an implied reproach, and covers me 
with confuſion.” Then,” replied ſhe, © I 
will be a miſer of my joy, for I would not 
give you a moment's pain to be miſtreſs of 
the 
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the univerſe. —'Tis impoſſible-I ſhould mean 
reproach, when I have nocauſe of complajne 
now you are at liberty.“ 


© Her eyes beamed with tenderneſs and de- 
light; ah! much wronged and amiable prin- 
ceſs, how did I regret the inſenſibility of a 
noble heart to merit like your's ! But why: 
do I fay inſenſibility ? Lewis reſpected, but 
could not love her; he did juſtice to her 
nobleneſs of mind, but he could- not over- 
come the ſtrong prejudice a forced marriage, 
and the defects of her ſhape, had fixed in his 
foul: ſhe was adored by all but the man who 
poſſefled her whole heart, and for whom ſhe: 
would have ſacrificed the reſt of the world. 


The return of Charles and: his: Queen 
drove us from court; the Duke could not fo, 
far ſubdue the paſſion he had felt for Ann, as. 
to meet her in the arms of another, and; - 
therefore retired to his caſtle at Blois. 


Cx Mean. 
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Mean time Maximillian, enraged at the 
double affront he had received, and the loſs 
of ſuch rich poſſeſſions, ſent envoys to dif- 
ferent princes, to engage them in an alliance 
with him, and in a league againſt the king of 
France. He fucceeded ; the Kings of Eng- 
land and Spain eſpouſed his cauſe, and their 
forces were united with Auſtria againſt 
Charles. 


<< Immenſe preparations were made to 
repel the enemy ; many battles were fought, 
and France ſuffered ſeverely : 'twas then the- 
Duke of Orleans emerged from his ſolitude 
to ſerve his country, and I accompanied him. 
but the multitude of the forces brought againſt 
us were too powerful, and had not a private 
negotiation taken place between Charles, and 
Henry, King of England, our ſituation 
would have been very embarraſſing. Thro' 
| the influence of the latter, an accommodation 
was agreed upon, and peace was again re- 
goers by giving up ſome valuable acquiſi- 
; tions 


& . 
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tions to Maximillian, and a conliderable ſum 
of —— 5 to ___ 


c“ But ſhort was the duration of tranquillity | 
in France; Charles was perſuaded to lay 
claim to the kingdom of Naples, and to fol- 
low up his claim by a numerous army, which 
was to croſs the Alps and Appenines. The 
Ducheſs of Bourbon, his mother, did not 
approve of this chimerical project; but the 
advice of young, courageous men, had more 
influence on the mind of Charles, than the 
prudent caution of age. His ſucceſs, which 
is well known, juſtified his courage and re- 
ſolution at the time; he peneyereck conquer- 
ed, and entered Naples in triumph. 

« Mean e the Duke of Orleans, who 
was engaged in a different ſervice, had ſur- 
priſed the city of Novara, of which we took 
poſſeſſion, but unfortunately we were almoſt. 
immediately ſurrounded by a numerous and 
unexpected body of Italians, who turned our 
conqueſt. into a blockade He were ſhut up 

C 6 „ 
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in the very city we had ſo recently conquered. 

Charles heard of our ſituation; he put him- 
ſelf at the head of a choſen band, and ſuffered 
incredible difficulties, to haſten his march to 
our relief. He engaged and defeated the 
enemy, and reſcued us when we were driven 
to the laſt extremity by famine. 


« The King left a governor at Naples, 
and retired to Lyons, elated with ſucceſs and 
conqueſt; but his triumph was ſoon inter- 
rupted, for during his reſidence in that city, 
the King of Naples had recovered great part 
of his kingdom, and compelled the governor 
Charles had left, to ſurrender the city at diſ- 
cretion, after a long and obſtinate engage- 
ment. | y 


-*© The. King of France, rouſed from the 
lethargy of enervating pleaſures, determined 
to purſue the war in Italy; freſh levies were 
made, and the moſt vigorous. meaſures re- 
ſolved upon; when they were all at once 
obliged to be ſuſpended, by the ſudden illneſs 

of 
. 
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* 
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of 1 King. Still he was anxious that his | 
forces ſhould go againſt Milan, and the com- 
mand of the troops was. offered to the Duke 
of Orleans. 7 


My maſter believing the illneſs of 
Charles to be. of a dangerous nature; being 
then heir to the crown, in conſequence of the 
recent death of the infant Dauphin, declined 
engaging in what he thought a romantic 
expedition, and in ſo doing incurred the diſ- 
pleaſure both of the King and Queen. 


« He retired once more to his caſtle at 
Blois, leaving me to watch the motions of 
the court. The illneſs of Charles increaſed, : 
and his phy ſicians began to deſpair of his 
recovery. The queen ſecretly took mea- 
ſures to ſecure all her treaſures, and to embark 
them for Britany, which country had been 
ſecured to her by the marriage articles for 
her Hife. 
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| 

| e She could not elude my vigilance, how- 

| .- ever private her deſigns; they reached me, 
and on the very day that her immenſe riches 
were put on board; I gave notice of it to 

| my uncle, the Mareſchal de Giè, who by 
virtue of his office, ſtopt the embarkation, 


till the fate of Charles was determined. 


ee Contrary to the phyſicians opinion, and 
the general expectation, a favourable criſis 


appeared, and he was pronounced out of 
danger. > * 


© Ann, his Queen, entertained the moſt 
implacable hatred againſt my uncle and me, 
for the ſteps we had'taken, to prevent the re- 
moval of her treaſures; though certainly, as 
the King recovered, the event was fortunate 
to her: but ſhe knew we were devoted to the 
Duke of Orleans, and that alone was ſuffi- 
cient to draw down her diſpleaſure, 


« The whole tenor of Ann's conduct 
plainly evinced that ambition had conquered | 
love ; 
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love; the Duke had certainly poſſeſſed her 
heart when he was in the court of her father ; 
but no ſooner was her marriage concluded 
with Charles, than ſhe became his avowed 
enemy: whether ſhe was diſpleaſed that he 
ſhould perſuade her to the marriage, I know. 
not, but her ſubſequent conduct proved that 
a deſire to reign could overcome every other 
paſſion. | 


J ſhall not dwell on the various. occur- 
rences that took place after the apparent re- 
covery of the King; the ſeeds of the diſeaſe 
impaired his conſtitution, and it was obſer- 
ved, that an almoſt imperceptible weakneſs 
gradually gained upon him, that muſt ſoon - 
have had a fatal termination, had not the 
accident of ſtriking his head with violence 
| againſt a door, brought on a concullion of the 
brain, and cauſed his death, 


e Duke of Orleans was called to the 
throne; Ann, the late Queen, departed for 
Britany ; my uncle and myſelt were careſſed 

| and 


40 | "THE GIRL or 


and . with places of emolument and 
truſt. Lewis the Twelfth, as he was called, 
had many ſplendid virtues, many amiable 
qualities, and ſoon obtained the love of his 


Oy 


89 ew 1 after ke had han called to 
the crown, I. paid my reſpects privately to 
the queen, who had not yet ee in pub- 
lic as ſuch. | 


« The —— entered her apartment, 
before I could offer my homage to her, ſhe 
exclaimed, Ahl my friendz do you ſeek - 
the unfortunate ; has a ſy mpathizing heart 
brought you here, or have you any dreadful 
| meſſage to deliver, that may put a ſudden | 
period to my misfortunes ?” | 


— 


« Aſtoniſhment for a moment ſuſpended 
my powers of ſpeech, at length recovering 

. « ] come, madam,” ſaid I, © reſpectfully to 

offer my homage, the homage of a heart that 


knows and adores you for your virtues ;. and 
that. 


* 
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. that hopes the ſhining proſpect that awaits . | 
you, may compenſate for all your paſt ſuf- 

ferings, ſufferings that have added luſtre to 
your admirable character“ 8 


<« I ſaw ſhe was agitated, and ſtruggling 
for words. She pointed to a chair; I ſeated 
myſelf in reſpectful ſilence; for ſome mo- 
ments ſhe was incapable of ſpeaking; at 
length ſhe ſuppreſſed her emotions, reſumed 
an air of dignity, ny: forrow «clouded 
every, feature. 


ce Chevalier fd the, « have had too 
many proofs of your reſpect and affection, to 
believe you capable of duplicity; yet that 
you ſhould be a ſtranger to the cruel deſign 
of the king, almoſt ſtaggers my faith. I 
thought his confidence in you was unbound- rs. 
ed; how comes it then you talk to me of 
homage, and of ſplendid proſpects? the firſt 
J may deſerve, but from the laſt I am doom- 
ed to be ſhut out for ever! Tell megCheva- 


— on re er rn rr ny 
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lier, bs; not the king declared to you his 


intentions: reſpecting me * | 


* o with ſurpriſe and apprehen- 
ſion, I replied, ©* Not one word, madam, has 
his majeſty deigned to ſpeak relative to you, 
and I had every hope that he was a convert 
to your virtues, and would rejoice in the op- 
portunity of rewarding them.“ 


Y 


4 His ſilence to you, returned :ſhe, 


- © convinces me that he is ſenſible of his in- 


Juſtice, and feels that he wrongs me ; liſten 
to me then, and I will repeat to you what 
paſſed between us laſt evening. You are 
ſenſible, Chevalier, that I could be no ſtran- 
ger to the tranſactions in the court of Bri- 
tany, and the ardent affection which your 
maſter entertained for the daughter of Fran- 


cis, our late queen. But I affected to dif + 


believe it, and when my beloved huſband was 
confined, you know how I acted, and what I 
ſuffered, - When the mother of Charles, by a 
refined * made the Duke her inſtru- 

ö ment, 
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ment, to accompliſh a union between Ann 
and her ſon, as the price of his liberty, Lawn 
I fooliſhly indulged deluſive hopes, that her 
marriage, and my unremitting endeavours to 
pleaſe, might in time give me ſome ſhare of 
his invaluable heart. I cannot charge him 
with deception; eſteem he could not refuſe 
me, but love never warmed his boſom one 
moment in my favour. We have lived to- 
gether as friends, as Brother and Aiſter; never 
as huſband and wife:! but I ſnared in his 
troubles; I aſſiſted to ſooth and amuſe ſome 
of his melancholy hours, and I was contentedd 

with my ſituation, when no one elſe had a 
decided ſhare in his heart. When the death 
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of Charles was announced, how tranſported - 


did I feel, that my beloved lord would dig- 
nify the crown that devolved to him; I anti- 
cipated the delight and pride I ſhould expe- 
rience, in ſeeing him the darling of his peo- 
ple, the hero of his age. Alas! fee it 1 
never ſhall ; ſhort lived have been my viſion- 
ary hopes, and the gay . my fancy 
| raiſed, are tumbled into ruins.” 1 
| cc Here ' 


3 THE GA o 


« Here the unfortunate lady w was ſo over- 
come with her emotions, that I thought ſhe 
would have expired in her chair; I would 
have called for aſſiſtance, but ſhe repreſſed 
me by a, ſign; I gave her a glaſs of water, 
and after venting a few heavy, heartfelt ſighs, 
ſhe recovered, well enough to go on, though 
in a tremulous voice.“ | 


« Taft evening the king came into my 
apartment; his looks wore concern and em- 
barraſſment; I was alarmed without know- 
ing why, and diſmiſſed my attendants. He 
ſeated - himſelf, and after a little pauſe, ad- 
dreſſed me, as nearly as my agitated ſpirits 
can recollect, in the following words. 


e I feel the greateſt reluctance, madam, 
to give you any pain; my heart bears teſti- 
mony to your. many virtues, and confeſſes 
that it is indebted to you for many undeſerv- 
ed favours. I acknowledge your merit, but 
I cannot reward it as it deſerves, and as you 
may expect. My ſituation now calls. upon 


- 
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me to act deciſively; I muſt proclaim you to 
the world as my queen, or I muſt put a final 
end to your expectations, and explain the 
terms on which we have lived together. 
The firſt J cannot do, the heart is refractory, 
and will ſelect for itſelf, and too often runs 
counter to judgment. My ſubjects have a 
Aght to expect a queen, to hope for an heir 
to the thtone ; to comply with their laſt hope, 
J muſt marry a woman of my choice. Pity 
me, madam, that I am weak and culpable 
towards you, and conceive the ſteps I am 
about to purſue, without my telling you. 
Every teſtimony ot reſpect, every brilliancy 
of eſtabliſhment, that your birth and merit 
demands, ſhall be yours. Whatever place 
of reſidence you prefer, is at your command ; 
nor will I make my intentions public, till you 
have made your ſelection. Deign to honour 
me with your friendſhip, and believe, that 
whilſt I live, I ſhall preſerve an inviolable 
| reſpect and eſteem for you; and that in the 
very meaſures I ſhall take for our ſeparation, - 

| 1 will | 
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I will bear ample teſtimony to your worth, 
though to my own condemnation.” 

« Here he ceaſed ſpeaking,” continued 
the unfortunate princeſs, ce while I fat fixed 
and immoveable in my chair; not one word | 
could I articulate ; not one tear fell from 
eyes. He ſaw, 2nd was alarmed at my ſitua- 
tion.” —“ Ah madam,” cried he, © ſpeak 
to me; how terrible is your ſilence ; how . 
does it reproach me ! ſpeak, I conjure you.” 
« He haſtily brought me a glaſs of water, 
which a little reſtored me..“ Shall I leave 
vou?“ he faid, © Is my preſence odious ? or 
muſt I ſtay to bear this torture, which wrings 
my heart ab 


# 


« T held out my hand, he reſpectfully kiſ- 
ſed it; it reſtored me to animation. Stay 
fir, ſtay, 1 feebly exclaimed, not, one com- 
. plaint, not one reproach, ſhall paſs theſe lips. 
A compulſatory marriage gave me no claims 
to your heart, and I was conſcious of my own 
perſonal defects. I never wiſhed to marry, 

3 though 
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though from the earlieſt age I eſteemed you. 
The will of my father, never diſputed or 
diſobeyed, united us; and I have endeavour- 
ed to bend my wiſhes to your's, from that 
moment ſo diſagreeable to you. If of late 
your kind attentions have infpired deluſive 
hopes, mine was the fault, mine be the puniſh- 
ment. I ſubmit to your pleaſure, ſir, with- 
court a fingle murmur. I require no eſtabliſh- 
ment; rank, riches and ſplendour, can have 
no charms for me, when deprived of ſharing 
them with you. 1 ſhallretire toa monaſtery, 
there is but one object to engroſs my devoirs 
when I have loſt you; you have, I confeſs, 
divided my heart with bim: now, I truſt, 
purified by my religious duties, he will poſ- 
ſeſs ir entirely. Taſk but one week to pre- 
pare for my departure. Now fir, leave me, 
I feel chat I ought to be alone; may the Di- 
vine Being ever bleſs and protect you in this 
life, and may we meet in happier regions, 


where all tumultuous paſſions ceaſe, and good- ä 
neſs ſceks its kindred ſoul.” 285 


c The 


43 THE GIRL or 


«© The king 4" overcome by a variety. 
of contending emotions, which ſprung to his 
eyes.” I leave you, madam,” faid he, 
with increaſed -reſpe& and admiration ; but 
if you wiſh me peace of mind, ſignify to me 
ſoon, that you have changed your preſent 
plan, and that you will reſide in a world, 
where your virtues and example may benefit 
mankind.” He withdrew with his hand- 
kerchief to his eyes. Alas! that kind relief 
was denied to me ; not a tear has caſed my 
heart, nor reſt viſited my eye lids, ſince this 
- cruel ſcene paſſed, I endeavour: to tran- 
quillize my mind, and ſubmit to the ſtroke, 
that when we part fer ever, will be a thouſand 
times more painful to me, than the one that 
1 my ſoul and aa. 


« Thus the arhiable and unfortunate Jane 
concluded her melancholy account, which 
ſhocked me to my very ſoul. I ſtayed ſome | 
time with her, and requeſted permiſſion to 
Wait upon her again, which ſhe graciouſly 


accorded. 
cc Fy n 
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e In the evening happened to be alone 
with the king in his cloſet; a deep dejection 
marked his features; I took the liberty of 
obſerving it to him.“ My dear De Gie,” 
ſaid he, 1 am torn with contending paſ- 
ſions, and, like Araſpes, ſeem to have two 
ſouls — liſten to the cauſe. „ « He then re- 
peated to me, almoſt word for word, whit I 


had heard from the princeſs, and condladia. £2; 


with ſaying, * that his admiration of her in- 
creaſed, in proportion as he deteſted himſelf; 
long ſince,” continued he, © would her vir- 
tues have over-balanced the defects of her 
perſon, but for the fatal paſſion, never extin- 
ouiſhed, which has confirmed me the ſlave of 
An. Deſpair and perſuaſion compelled me 
to ſacrifice my on wiſhes in favour of 
Charles; but even in his arms I adored her; 
nor could her injuſtice to_me eradicate the 
love that wholly poſſeſſed my heart: nay, 1 
have even gratified myſelf with the idea, that 
the many intults I. have ſuffered from her, 
originated from reſentment, that I had per- 
ſuaded her to marry the late king, after the 
WL. 1. . D deſpair © 


* 
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deſpair that ſeized. me, when the circum- 
ſtances of the times obliged her to contract 
herſelf to Maximillian. Thus I have nouriſh- 
ed in my boſom a paſſion, which no time, or 
change of ſituation, could ſubdue, and ſeems 
interwoven with my exiſtence,” 


ec F me, Ge”. [ 1 « if] 8 
the liberty of obſerving, that it does not ap- 
pear very probable you will accompliſh your 
wiſhes, even ul you ſhould divorce.—He 
interrupted me.” —* I think otherwiſe, Ann 
has pride and ambition; I flatter myſelf alſo, 
that ſhe has love and gratitude ; ſhe will not 
be forry. to re-aſſume her former rank; but 
a divorce muſt be a preliminary ſtep to any 
application to her ; 'tis therefore determined 
on, for ſhe is neceſſary to my happineſs, I 
reſpect, I eſteem Jane, but I can do no 


more.” 


aw it was in vain to oppoſe that 
powerful intereſt Ann had obtained, and how- 
ever 1 deplored the — of Jane, it 


. 
- 
1 
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was Impoſſible that 1 could render her * 
ſervices with the king, 5 


* aid her ſeveral viſits wich increaſed 


admiration; not a murmur, not a ſingle 
complaint ever paſſed her lips from the' firſt 


evening of our converſation ; nor did any of 


her attendants obſerve one figh or tear after 
that day. She prepared for her departure 
from court with a magnanimity and greatneſs 
of ſoul, that had diſtinguiſhed all her actions. 


She ſelected the monaſtery where ſhe deter · 


mined to ſpend the remainder of her days, 
and refuſed every addition to that income 
which had been ſettled upon her by her late 
father : ſhe had more than enough, ſhe wrote 
to the king, for every accommodation in the 
retirement ſhe had choſen, with a large ſur- 
plus for the purpoſes of benevolence : yer to 
prove that ſhe would not decline his offers 
of friendſhip, ſhe beſought him to ſettle pens 
ſions on her attendants, whom ſhe was obliged 
to diſmiſs, and who, perchance, might not 
obtain * from his future queen 
| D'2 „Lewis 


4 
* 
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Lewis inſtantly complied 3 her re- 
queſt, and with a liberality that evinced his 
perfect deſire to obey her commands. The 
night pre vious to her departure, I was ad- 
mitted to ſee her: alas! how pale! what a 
placid ſolemnity had taken poſſeſſion of every 
feature! ſhe had declined ſeeing his Ma- 
jeſty. Do not, from generous motives,” 
ſaid ſhe, inthe former letter alluded to, ſeek 
to diſtreſs yourſelf and me: I tell my heart 
continually, that I poſſeſs: your eſteem and 
friendſhip ;- I feel that I deſerve both, and 
the nobleneſs of your mind can deny me 
neither. Under that conviction I leave you, 
and to the laſt hour of my life, my tenderneſs. 
will remain unſhaken, and my oraiſons to 
heaven will be for Pour glory, honour and 
eng, 2 5 


- 


pM] had left the wig in his 28 coin 
this letter, which he had read above twenty 
times, with admiration. and- ſelf-reproach.” 

«You are going to ſee the princeſs,” ſaid 
| he to me; Ah! De Git, how unworthy 
. muſt 


— . 


- 
” 
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muſt] appear to her! tell her. added he, ; 
eagerly, ' that I admire and eſteem: her 
above all women, and that ſne is amply re- 7 
venged in the conflicts I feel, and the con- N 
de mnation of judgment againſt the fatal im- 
pulſe of that paſſion, which has driven me to 
2 PP * reaſon muſt ever condemn.” N 
W hen I entered her apartment, the Was 
fitting with a compoſure, and an air of dig- 
t, that with the change of her perſon 
viſibly affected me.” —* I have many obli- 
1 gations to your friendſhip, Chevalier,” faid 
ſne, and have always regarded you for 
your ſteady attachment to your maſter, under 
all his misfortunes. Continue to him that 
love and fidelity kings ſeldom are ſo happy * © 
to meet with; let your affection be to his 
perſon, not to his dignity ; and your zeal for . | 
his happineſs and honour, ſupercede your 
endeavours for aggrandizing his crown. 
May you be happy; my friend, I ſhalt not 
forget you; love the king, reſpect his future 
S you: and ſometimes remember the inſtabi- 
, * (0 D 3 W | 


Ah. — — i 
* 
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liy of greatneſs, the incertitude of happineſl . 
and that the ſelf-approving conſcience is bes 


yond all that is/in this world defirable, and is 
col itſelf ſufficient to blunt the arrows of afflic« 
tion here, and procure to us permanent feli- 
city hereafter.””. © She roſe from her chair 
as ſhe ended theſe words, kiſſed her hand to 
me, and haſtily paſſed into another apart- 
ment, unable, I believe, to witneſs my ex- 
treme agitation. | 


6 haut unfortunate princeſs 1 not 
one word of her's ſhall ever eſcape my me- 


mory; I committed every ſyllable to paper, 

and have read the melancholy ſtory a thou- 
ſand times, But 1 beg your pardon fon,” 
continued the Monk, I am too prolix, and 
ſhall therefore haſten to _ . 


**. The following nat and ll 
treated Jane, quitted the palace with only 
two attendants, who had reſolved to ſeclude 
themſelves with their adored princeſs. She 
ram: one with the OR the admira- 

tion, 
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tion, and regret of the whole cburt. . 

many days aſter the king was melancholy and 
reſtleſs, and a full fortnight paſſed, before he 
ſignified his public intention of obtaining a 
divorce, on the plea that it had been a com- 
pulſatory marriage, and that only the forms 
of the church had ever paſſed between them. 


« This declaration, though ic procured 
the ſanction of his holineſs to the divorce, in- 
creaſed every one's reſpect and compaſſion 5 
for the princeſs, who had fo nobly and pati- 
_ ently ſupported her huſband's n and 
N a ; | N 15 


* I paſs over ſome events of no conſe- 
quence to my ſtory; the king had perfectly 
underſtood the character of Ann of Britany ; 
who though ſhe had, on the death of Charles, 
given marks of the moſt extravagant ſorrow, 
refuſing light and ſuſtenance for ſeveral days, 
yet had not ſufficient reſolution to withſtand 
the tempting offer of again poſſeſſing power 
and dominian OVET France. e 1 

5 | D + 3 
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ec She accepted the king's hand, and ſoon 
returned in triumph to her former ſituation; 


and from that period my conſequence with 
Lewis gradually declined. 


She had always ſuſpected me of pene- 
trating into her ſecret deſigns of removing 
her treaſures, and therefore hated me. Very 

ſoon, by the powerful influence of her charms, 
ſhe obtained an unbounded command over 
the king, ſo far as to engroſs all his attentions, 
and to render him cool and indifferent to his 
former friends. I cannot indeed accuſe her 
of perſuading him to any acts that could 
diminiſh the luſtre of his good qualities, or 
great actions; but ſhe could not bear that 
any one ſhould ſhare his confidence but her- 
ſelf; and knowing my ſtrong attachment to 
the king, and my love and reverence for the 
un ortunate reprobated princeſs, ] was un- 

happily an object of ſuſpicion and diſlike. 


* The enterpriſes and brilliant ſucceſſes 


of Lewis, is forcign to * ſtory. The viciſ- 
| ſitudes 
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fitudes of fortune at length ſtopped his career 


of glory his troops were "unſucceſsful at 
Milan, and were reduced by ſickneſs, and 


divided by the diſſentions of the generals. 


The perfidy of Ferdinand, king of Arragon, 


and the death of Pope Alexander the ſixth, 
gave a fatal blow to his deſigns of conquering 
Italy. Vexation and fatigue threw the king 
into a dangerous. fever: my attention and 
attendance were unremitting: his diſorder 
increaſed, and his diſſolution hourly expected. 


e The queen again meditated to provide 
for her own ſecurity, and preſerve her im- 
menſe riches; and again the imprudent, 

though honeſt zeal of my uncle, the Mareſ- 

chal, prevented the accompliſhment -of her 
wiſhes; this ſealed our ruin. 


* The king unexpectedly recovered, and 


determined to obtain an honourable termina- 
tion of a war which had injured his health, 
deſtroyed his ſubjects, and exhauſted his trea- 
ſures. His opponents were equally defiroys 

D 5 with 


4 


: , 
o I . 
£ 
. 
©>4 
14 
N 
= 
£4 
"LED 
1 
; 
4 +2 
: 
N. 
4 
\ 
* 
; 7 
35 | 
Fi 
1 1 
1 
1 
4 l 
1 > : 


„ WV; 7 tr P - a 3 EG + "© 4 % a ani N 2 
r ³·˙·¹ wi Ar rn, RT OODLE. tr 
A 4 n m - " 7 ” * 7 4 
. . þ, * | . > pe I * r 
— - — = oy - * - 3 * — — — w - * 2 3 
* * a - - . . 


- 
* 
= 


— A AE DA — ITN 25 8 n 
2 3 re r E 8 
= —— —2 15 y - ww 7 oy — —— 4 82 — - —— 50 
1 2 N WE R > 2 * - — __ 2: 4 me FI 
x A'S bag,” - "4; | 6 ; 4 * 9 5 : 
32 4 \ = = 22 
i * 


* 
* 


We 


| 36 IRE GIRL OF 
with himſelf to eſtabliſh a peace, which con- 
eur err ſoon concluded. 


13 * No' fooner was tranquillity reſtored to 
the kingdom, than my uncle and myſelf were 

 facrificed to the reſentments of the queen. 
What meaſures ſhe took to injure: us in the 
opinion of our royal. maſter, ever remained a 
ſecret ; no doubt ſhe ſpared no pains, nor 
could ſhe want inſtruments ready to aſſiſt ãn 
her plans; beloved and reſpected by men of 
integrity and honour ; yet among the ſelfiſh 
and deſigning men that ſeek the favour of a 
court, my uncle had doubtleſs many ene- 
mies, who hated-his virtues, and envied him 
the royal favour. 


* 1 am perſuaded the accuſations againſt 
us were not trifling one's, and the mind of. 
Lewis muſt have been poiſoned by the baſeſt 
- means, and turned againſt us by a powerful 
influence, when he could baniſh the worthy 
and reſpectable Mareſchal de Giè, and con- 
demn me to perpetual impriſonment : me, 

> . den 
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* he had loved from childhood; the 
follower of his fortunes in all his adverſities, 


and the companion of his ſolitary hours, when. 
forſaken by the world! it was impoſſible that 


4 Lewis the beloved, the father of his peo- 
ple, as he was juſtly ſtyled, could have been 


unjuſt and cruel to his beſt friends, had not 


the implacable hatred of the queen, and her 
power over his heart, doomed. us to deſtruc- 
. e 


e So ſecretly were the machinations a- 
gainſt us carried on, that we were perfectly 
unſuſpicious of the blow intended, till it fell 
upon us, and we were arreſted. Long, in- 
deed, we had ſeen our intereſt daily declining, 
but we had fulfilled the duties of our ſtations, 
and therefore reſted in perfect ſecurity, only 
regretting the loſs of our royal maſter's affec- 
tion, not the favour of the king. 


* My venerable uncle was baniſhed to | 


one of his eſtates in a diſtant province, with 
his only daughter; and I was once more ſhut: 
| D & --... 
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up in the tower at Bourges. Ah! if Ttewis 
had known the place of my. confinement, tis. 
impoſſible but his generous heart muſt have 
melted at the recollection of thoſe proofs I 
had given.of my inviolable attachment to his 
perſon in that terrible fortreſs. Happily for: 
me, La Peine was ſtill the governor, though 
worn down by. age and infirmities. From 
him. I received. every. kind of alleviation to: 
my misfortunes, that he could with honour: 
Indulge me in. 


85 Pour years I paſſed in this melancholy 
confinement, without knowing any of- the 
events that occurred, or any other-amuſe- 
ment than the converſation of the governor, 
and the indulgence of a few books. La Peine 
was a man of humanity and feeling, but ſo 
ſtrictly tenacious of his honour, and the con- 
fidence repoſed in him, that however great 
his compaſſion, and almoſt a conviction that 
was unjuſtly a victim to female reſentment, 
yet vothing could prevail upon him to relax 


in the rd of his duty. 
1 All 
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- All that depends upon me as 2 man,” 
faid he one day, when I expreſſed a wiſh to 


have a letter conveyed to the princeſs Jane, 


whoſe refidence was not above thirty leagues 
from Bourges; © every” indulgence that 


affliction can claim from humanity, you may - 


command : but I have ſworn to keep you 
here unknown to any one; no letters ean 
paſs without a violation of my oath; and both 
religion and honour compel me to refuſe your 
requeſt ;; every attempt muſt be fruitleſs, 
therefore ſpare yourſelf and me nn 
applications.“ 


e reſpected his integrity, though ] curſed 
the cruel author of my undeſerved calami- 
ties. One morning he came into my apart- 
menit ſo extremely weak and altered, that I 
was both ſurpriſed and grie ved.“ 


«<-] have been extremely ill all night,” 


faid he, „and I think death is approaching 


faſt; I have ſent off a meſſenger to the court, 
and another to my ſon, who reſides in the 
next 
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next province; I expect him this evening: 
whether I live or die at this time, I have de- 
fired to be ſuperceded in my command, and 
have ſolicited that my ſon may be appointed 
in my room; if my requeſt is granted, you 
will find him as friendly W | 


* The poor old man was obliged to- re- 
tire; I had my day's allowance, and ſaw no- 
more of him; my reflections were of courſe 
very unpleaſant, for ſhould I loſe my friend- 
ly. governor, the chances were many againſt 
me, that J not have another ſo kind 
and e entertaining. 


The following morning, when the great 
bolts were undrawn, I looked with impatience 
to the door; a ſtranger entered much about 
my own age. “ My father, ſir,“ ſaid he, 
reſpectfully, * is confined to his bed, from. 
whence, I fear, he will riſe no more; he has. 
commanded me to attend you with this pro- 
viſion, and receive your orders for any neceſ- 
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faries you want, but I aan ones gh in my 
return.” 


e I was s pleaſed with his addreſs, and not 

having any wants, but what were ſupplied: 
in the things he brought, a few compliments. 
only were exchanged between us; my warm 
wiſhes for the health of his father; ſremed to 
give him pleaſure, though he had ſmall hopes, 
he ſaid, that they would: be gratified. That 
night verified his fears, for the next morning; 
I heard the good La Peine ceaſed to live. 


Five days paſſed without any change in 
my ſituation. The ſixth morning. La Peine 
came to my tower, and informed me that the 
king had appointed him to ſucceed his father. 
This intelligence greatly relieved my anxiety, 
and I had\ſoon reaſon to congratulate myſelf. 
on the acquiſition of a friend. 


« He had a wife and three children, but 
T faw the former only once in the garden, 
when 1 was looking over the battlements of 


forming me, that from the ſecret inquiries 
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che tower. The children were young, and 


he ſometimes permitted them to play and 
amuſe themſelves in my een when he 
Was preſent. be 


cc In the courſe of three months L obtain- 
ed his friendſhip and compaſſion, and at 


length prevailed upon him to let a letter be 


conveyed from me to the princeſs Jane. 


This permiſſion gave me unutterable 
tranſport.; I hailed it as the preſage of return- 
ing liberty, and very ſoon did that excellent 


lady favour me with an anſwer, extremely 


regretting my ſituation and long confine- 


ment; ſhe aſſured me of her earneſt endea- 


yours to procure my liberty, or at leaſt to 
ſoften the rigour of my impriſonment. She 


"wrote alſo to the governor ſo very ſtrongly. in 


my behalf, that he grew more kind and in- 
dulgent every day. 


« Atlength I received another letter, in- 


ſhe 
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tho hed ghee: d be Af on fort court, the | 


heard my reſpectable uncle had been dead 
ſome time, and his daughter retired to a 
diſtant province with a relation, and only a 
{mal ſhare of her father's fortune; that 1 
was condemned to perpetual impriionment, 
and his majeſty's mind not merely alienated 
from me, but irritated beyond all hopes of 
procuring my pardon, though every one was; 


or pretended to be, ignorant of the nature 
of my crimes, which had drawn upon me this 


* 


unrelenting ſeverity. 


« To ſolicit the king,” or oppoſe my inte- 
reſt againſt the pleaſure of the queen, added 
the princeſs, * will avail nothing; your 

name is ſcarcely recollected at court, and all 
I can hope for is; that I may be able to effect 
your eſcape through the lenity of your gover- 

nor, if 1 can be done without r ee _ 
| in win!: 


Not to dwell on trifling occurrences, the 
Jones at laſt perſuaded him into a com- 
pliance 
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pliance with her plan. As ſentinels were 
always on guard, it was requiſite: that means 
' ſhould be found to effectuate my eſcape from 
the apartment I was confined” in, that no 
blame might be attached to the governor. 
Ropes, und every thing were prepared; wo- 
men's apparel conveyed to me at different 
times, and a direction to the monaſtery, where 
I was to apply as an old domeſtic of the prin- 
ceſs's. La Peine generally attending on me 
himſelf, my departure could be concealed 
from the ſoldiery for two or three days, till 
I was in a place of ſecurity. | 


te In ſhort, one night I undertook, and 
ſucceeded in my hazardous enterpriſe, though 
at the price of my leg; for within about five 
or ſix yards from the ground, whether the 
rope broke, or flipped from its faſtening, I 
know not, but it gave way, and I fell. It 
was ſome moments before I could recover 
- myſelf, and then to my infinite terror and 
vexation, I found one of my legs ſo ſprained, 
that it was impoſſible * 
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* che whole of my leſt ſide felt as if very 
much bruiſed, I crept along the ſide of the 
wall, till I gained the gate that was purpoſely 
left open for me, and which La Peine was to 
faſten again early in the morning, that it 
mighi appear as if I had ſcaled the wall. 


6 With infinite toil and pain, I at length 
reached a ſmall mud cottage, about two 
| leagues from the tower of Bourges. I muſt 
at leaſt have been five or ſix hours dragging 
myſelf to this place. The extreme miſery 
and fatigue | endured is beyond deſcription, 
and only the proſpect of liberty to a hopeleſs 
wretch, could have enabled me to proceed, 


The day had juſt began to dawn, when 
I came to this humble cot; and whilſt I was 
conſidering what tale to frame, that might 
account for my extraordinary appearance in 
that retired ſpot, which was at the extremity: ' 

of a wood, the door opened, and a middle 
aged man, whoſe looks ſpoke poverty and 

N . before me.” - 


e He 
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He ſtarted. “ Good woman,” cried: - 
he, © how came you here? What ails you?” 


© am very much hurt,” I replied ; « my 
horſe ran away with me laſt night at the en- 
trance of the wood; I was thrown off, and. 
left in a moſt dreadful ſtate all night; with 
difficulty I have 88 here, and 57 7 your 
aſſiſtance. 


- | 


„ The good man waited not to aſk quef- 
tions, but run back, and in a few minutes re- 
turned with a low chair, on which he lifted 


me, and pulled me into the houſe. His wife 


was juſt riſen from her peaceful bed, and 
ſeemed equally deſirous with her huſband to 
ſerve me. I was preſently conveyed to the 
bed they-had left ; they would have perſuad- 
ed me to be undreſſed, but that J evaded, 


not being quite ſo convenient for me to riſque 
a diſcovery; but I accepted her offer of 


bathing my leg, which was now ſwelled to 


an immoderate ſize, and hou me exquiſite 


pain. | 
L. 4 1 entreated 
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I entreated the cottager to procure me 
a man and horſe, to carry a letter for me to 
the monaſtery of St. Mary, as I was entruſt- 
ed on buſineſs of conſequence from thence. 


This, in a mort time, was obtained. L was 


tolerably ſupplied” with money, and therefore 


could reward him well for the day's work he 


loſt to ſerve me. It was fortunate that I had 
a ſilver pen, and ink in my pocket, and a 
ſcrap of paper, otherwiſe no ſuch neceſſaries 
ſhould I have found there. I made a painful 


effort to explain my ſituation to the princeſs, 
without expoſing too much to the chance of 


a diſcovery. 


40k will not devel on the tortures I en- 
dured both in mind and body, nor the hu- 


mane kindneſs I received from the worthy 
cottagers. My meſſenger returned; accom- 
panied by four men with a litter; I was 
placed on it, and at length arrived at the 
monaſtery. | 


« I was 
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9 1 was e in the outer court as a 
ſemale domeſtic, once attendant on the prin- 
ceſs; and that good and excellent lady under- 
took every thing for my accommodation: 

fortunately a cloſe jacket had been provided 
for me, as I could not put on ſtays, and that, 
with a * I retained when I was N 

in bed. 


A Surgeon was then ſent for, and at the 
firſt view declared my leg to be in a ſtate of 
mortifi cation, and that my life would not be 
fafe twelve hours without an amputation. I 
had no alternative, and therefore was obliged 
to ſubmit to the operation, though my-blood 
was in a very unfavourable ſtate for it, from 
the agitation of my fpirits and fatigue- of my 
body. The leg was taken off below the 

knee, and I bore it wonderfully well. I re- 
mained eleven weeks in the monaſtery, un- 
known to all but the princeſs, and her par- 
| ticular confidantes. The weakneſs of my 
body had its common effects upon my mind; 
the excellent lady, to whom I owed my life 
| and 
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and liberty, offered to ſupport me in any 
country I would retire to; but I was grown 
ſick of the world, and its deluſive flatteries. 
Fo ſeek under a borrowed name, another 
country, new friends, and find myſelf a ſtran- 
ger among the multitude, no ways intereſted 
for me, was ſuch a painful reflection, that I 
determined to copy the example of the heroic 
en and retire from the world. 


«© When J had NPY up my mind, and my 
benefactreſs was informed of it, ſhe adviſed 
me againſt taking any vows, but to let my 
retirement be a matter of choice in ſome I 
ſolitary habitation, where I might either con- 
tinue, or at any time emerge into the world, _- I 
ſhould my preſent refolutions undergo any 


* After ſome time ſpent in ſearching for 

a convenient ſituation, this cottage was found 
in a ruinous ſtate, from being long deſerted 

by its melancholy inhabitant, I ſuppoſe ; but 
chat was a fmall ä its vicinity to the 
19 monaſtery, 


* 


* 
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monaſtery, and its detached ſolitary n 


in the wood, were many advantages that 
weighed . its uncomfortable appear-. 
ance. 


* 


« Every thing being concerted between 
us, I took leave of the princeſs, and the 


Such precautions were taken, that I am al- 
moſt confident even the ſurgeon had no ſuſpi- 
| cion of my ſex, and the fairneſs of my com- 
* aſſiſted the eee, 6 

N t 

a qt 1 W to a „e . nine 
leagues from hence, where I contrived to get 
an exchange of garments, and a Monk's 


cottage, made it what you ſee, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of it. The wonder of che ignorant 
 peatantry ſoon wore off, and here I, have 


felt 


* 


at the foot of the mountains, and enveloped | 


charitable ſiſterhood, and departed in my 
female attire, though with a wooden leg. 


K cloak ; after this F procured a labourer or. 
two, to remedy the ravages of time in this 


Lied unmoleſted HF: lince; arert what I 


| e n 
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belt for the death of my honoured and revered - 
benefactreſs, the moſt unfortunate and moſt * _ 
amiable- of her ſex, the Printe gens i 


” During her * I wan pie weekly 
with. every neceſſary of life, by a good Friar, 
who was her almoner to the ſick and indi- 
gent; and on her death- bed ſhe leſt a ſum of 
money, to be appropriated to the ſame pur- 
ou as long as I exiſt, | 


« Here then I have lived unknown, and 
unſought for; my walks have never extend- 
ed beyond this ſide of the mountain; and 


independent of ſociety, I enjoy every com- 
fort that a man at my time of life can poſſibly 
want. Except the old Friar, and his ſucceſ- 2 
for, who regularly viſits me dnce a week, I 
have not ſeen twenty perſons ſince ** reſi- 
dence 1 in theſe mountains. . 


. 


et Let me not forget to tell you, that the 
princeſs, ſome time after my eſcape from 
che tower, received an account from the 
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governor, La Peine, that no anſwer had been 
returned to his notification of my. eſcape, 
though he was informed much 1 inquiry had 
been privately ſet on foot to trace me. He, 
however, ſuffered no cenſure, and preſerved 
his place. I am of opinion that the king, 
conſcious of the injuſtice he had been drawn 


into by love and beauty, was not ſorry to hear 


of my liberation, for I know the heart of 


Lewis too well, not to be aſſured that he felt 


many painful regrets for the invincible diſ- 


like his queen conceived againſt my vene- 
rable worthy uncle and myſelf, who were 
undoubtedly victims to our integrity and 
attachment to the intereſt of our maſter. 


But ſuch is the ſecret intrigues of courts, and 


the IRON of royal e 


% have now concluded my ſtory,” ſaid 
the Monk, © and I fear have © T's much 


on 8 N patience.“ 


« No,“ anfwered Dupont, * on n the con- 


trary, 1 am obliged to you; ; you haye be- 
e | LY” guiled 


__— TY 8 ** 


; * 9 


ff 
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galed the tedious hours that retard the daun 
of day, and have taken me from many cor- 
roding reflections, that diſtract my breaſt; 
yet have awakened others not leſs painful; 
only that doubt is loſt in certainty, and that 

the object of them is not like my Adelaide, 
exiſting in a deceitful, mercileſs world, and 
defenceleſs againſt all the numberleſs ills to 
which, from her youth 155 15 the ſtands: 
en | | ivy 


c But ſce the grey eyed mort expanding 
in the eaſt; thank heaven, I can now begin, 
fearleſs, to ſeck my way round the mountain; 

angels preſerve my child ;. my heart throbs 
with terror and impatien ce. 5 


« Do not anticipate misfortunes; bein me- "Ol a 
lancholy apprehenſions, ſaid the Monk, | 
deſenceleſs innocence is the peculiar care bf 
of Providence; confide in that, and . lo ii 
nothing.“ = 

ee J doubt not the goodneſs of oe _ 
2 Dupont, but the machinations vl 

of the wicked are ſometimes permitted to 
| E 3 ſucceed, 
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— doubtleſs for wiſe onurpeſes, 20 
ſtrengthen our virtue and fortitude ; but all 
men are not blefſed with firmneſs and reſo- 
lation, and there: are ſome evils againſt which 
reaſon and virtue vainly ſtruggle, and are 
often ſubdued in the conteſt, But I muſt be 
gone; I hope we ſhall meet again; if I find 
my Adelaide fafe, and the diſtance between 
us not greater than I ſuppoſe it to be, you 
will moſt probably ſee us both.“ 

That would indeed be a pleaſure, ſuch 
as I never expected to enjoy,” faid the 
Monk; © let me not languiſh long in expec- 
tation - of it; but remember that you have 
awakened mt to a ſenſe of the delights that 
converſation and ſociety communicates, and 
that it will be an irreparable injury to the 

tranquillity of my mind, if you inſpire hopes 
long ſince faded from my memory, and then 
e chem.“ 


— again a his promiſe dd 
taking a haſty leave, once more entered the 
edna alas had paſſed to the 
Monk's 
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Monk's retreat; but he had explored his way 
in the dark, and from the agitation of his 
mind at the time, could not recollect the 
direction he had taken; he thought it moſt 
prudent, therefore, to keep round the foot 
of the mountains, which. he did for ſome time, 
but the road was quite ſtrange to him, and 
after walking above an hour, he was as much 
at a loſs to know if he was right in the direc- 
tion, as when he quitted the Monk. | 


It oceurred to him to aſcend one of the 
hills and look round the country; he was en 
the point of this fatiguing enterpriſe, when... i! 
he chought the Tound of diſtant voices broke © If 
upon his car: he liſtened; and was convinced in 
that he could not be miſtaken; the hope -f. 
meeting perſons who might give him infor- 3 
mation of the road, arreſted his ſteps, and he 
waited for their coming up. The ſounds ſtill 9 
continued, though they varied; ſometimes _ 'Mf 
more diſtinct, then dying away, yet feemed 4 
not to approach nearer. At firſt he thought | 
0 of the road affected the vibra- 
E. 1 tion 
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tion of the voices, but after waiting a con- 
ſiderable time, he was convinced the perſons 
who ſpoke were ſtationary, though he could 
not judge exactly of their fituation. - 


Mortified that he had loſt time, and could 
ſee no one, inſtead of aſcending the hill, he 

- , proceeded- on, in the hope of meeting ſome - 
_ Cottage where thoſe · perſons were: he turned 
round a projecting part of the mountain that 
extended into the wood, and then heard, the 
voices more diſtinctly, and almoſt cloſe to 


— 


- -.__ Greatly ſurpriſed, he · ſtopt and looked 
round on all fides; not the leaſt veſtige of 

. nn habitation was to be ſeen; when examin- 
ning more narrowly, he ſaw a large cavity in 
die ſide of the mountain above him, and 
drawing nearer to the foot of it, was preſent- 


15 0 that the voices deſcended from 
thence. 


At 
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At frſt, mingled emotions of curioſit is and 
hope, ſuggeſted the idea of ſcrambling up 
the craggy ſides, and preſenting bimſelf at 
chiĩs opening; but prudence quickly while 
pered, that it was- more than probable a ſet 


of banditti were concealed in a place, where * 


there could be no inducements to reſide bur 
guilt, or fear of NO. AN 


This thought had Kaen ſed in his 
- mind, and impelled his ſteps forward, before 
he ſaw a man coming from the opening; he 
ſhrunk down, and crept into the wood, for- 
tunately undi ſcovered: the © thickneſs and 


height of the under wood prevented him from 


being ſcen, though as he could diſcern what 
paſſed, he naturally trembled for his own. 


ſafety. 4 


eee peaſants, came- out 
at this cavity; he ſaw them turn to the left, 
aſcend the mountain for ſome time, till he 
| ſuddenly loſt. fight of them. He remained 


8 greatly agitated in. his concealment, being 
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perfetly convinced they muſt be . 
only, who would retire into the receſſes of a 
mountain in a group. Miſery might com- 
pel an unfortunate perſon to ſeek a ſhelter 
there, but three perſons who ſeemed fearleſs 
to emerge and range the hills, were very un- 

likely to be the victims of misfortune. Un- 

der this conviction, however great his impa- 
tience to ſee his loved Adelaide, and diſpel 
her fears for his ſafety, he thought it moſt 
prudent to remain ſome minutes where he 
Was. | | 


Prefently the men appeared returning; 
they ſtopt on the brow of the hill, looking. 
round on all ſides, and by their motions he 
concluded that they had diſcovered him; he 
knew not whether to lay ſtill, or attempt to- 
eſcape ; in the latter there was evident dan- 
ger, for they were doubtlefs acquainted with 
all the intricacies of the wood, and if they did 
ſee him, an attempt to fly would give them 
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He faw them deſcend the mountain with 

breathleſs terror ; it was the thought of the. 

moment to counterfeit: ſteep. HE was not: 

miſtaken, from the height of the mountain. 

they ſaw every. thing beneath, however ſhel-- 

' tered in the wood; they came up to him. 

« He ſleeps,” faid one of them: © ſome 
traveller who has loft his way among "+. 
hills, and is weary and opptefſed.” . WP 
What ſhall- we do with. him 25 Aid 
another. oh 

« See if he has any money, an let him 
go, replied the other. | 

« He does not ſleeps" cried the third, 
who had been looking: attentively at him; 
ſee how his heart beats, and how ir: egular 
his breath. - Come, friend,” added he, rude-- | 
ly dragging his arm, « Do not attempt to· 
impoſe upon us; heals, vw and what are: 


vou aft 1 


r w—_— 


_ 481 we. 3 «0% * ts $ "2 1 
2 - woes; Ws 31 . 5 2 
al. n 


Dupont ſtrove to SHEEFG a appearanoes,. 5 
and wake as if in a great fright. He was 

_ queſtioned, and "recolleQing i in an in- 
E 5˙* 


2 
13 
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ſtant that there was a village 88 Nager 
off, he haſtily replied. © He came from that 
village, and had loſt his way.. 

_« To what place were you going * faid 

another. 

This was a queſtion he was totally unpre- 

pared to anſwer; his heſitation and confuſion 
alarmed them dn. 5 


n Ok, oh, my Fiend, we have caught 
you; you. are not perfect in your ſtory, it 
ſeems; you are, no doubt a ſpy, and we. ſhall 

treat you Os” | 

* It was in vain he proteſted his innocence; 

they forced him before them into the thickeſt 

of the wood, and then he ſaw one take a 

| piſtal from his pocket; the moment was too 

 Eritical to be loſt ; © Stop,” faid"he;** and 
I will tell you all; I am the moſt unfortunate 
of men; I have reſided. with an only child 
ſome years, on the ſide of theſe mountains 
next the ſea,” in a humble cottage, to avoid 
: the 
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ha wickedneſs and perſecution: of powerful | 
and implacable enemies. Laſt night I took 
 a.ſolitary walk, and loſt my way in the dark; 
Thave been wandering to recover my road, 
terrified for the ſituation of my child; and if 
you are men of humanity, pity an unhappy? 


oppreſſed man, who has neither power nor 


inclination to injure a ſingle individual, and 
who implores you to direct his ſteps towards: 
his ſolitary cottage, by ſaying which er 
muſt take towards the 8 8 1 oh 


There is Saen irreſiſtible in- 0p 
and an artleſs tale generally finds its way to- 
the heart: theſe men, the moment before 
bent on his deſtruction, now threw on him an 
eye of pity. One of them» turning to the 
others, This. ſtory ſeems plauſible; if he 
is, unfortunate and poor, we have no enmity- 
againſt him: but it behoves us to be cautious; 


give me the piſtol, I will accompany him; 


and meet you at the Ry place on _ 
tet... 


6 Pons. 
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Poor Dupont, preſerved in the very mo- 
ment of deſtruction, expreſſed his gratitude 
in ſuch terms, as ſcarcely leſt a doubt upon 
their' minds of his ſincerity; yet ſtill they 
felt ſome uneaſy apprehenſions, that their re- 
treat was diſcovered; one of them imme- 
diagely ſuggeſted the extraction of an bath, 
tkat he never would mention their perſons, 
or abode, to any one living. He ſerupled 
not to comply with their requiſition in the 
moſt ſolemn and unequivocal terms, and then 
following his conductor, they left the other 

two e ee 1 pleaſed. 


The ſtranger led Dupoat directly acroſs- 
| the wood, and to the oppoſite chain of hills; 
then turning to the right, they continued their 
route until they obtained a diſtant view of the 
ſea, which: made Dupont's heart bound wich 


delight. 


During their walk, the ſtranger aſued him 
many queſtions, relative to his retirement, 
and mode of paſſing his time; but he was not 
| imperti- | 
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impertinently inquiſitive into his perſonal 
concerts, Dupont found him ſenſible and 
rational, infinitely exceeding what might be 
expected from his apparent employment and 
aſſociates; and ſeveral times he heard and 
viewed him with ſurpriſe, not unfnixed with 
concern, that a man of his underſtanding. 
ſhould be engaged in lawleſs depredations on 
the highway ; for ſuch, he had r no __ was 
= occupation. 


They now advanced to the hide of that 
mountain, where the humble cottage ſtood, 
that contained all the treaſures of the unfor- 
tunate Dupont; he obſerved to his compa- 
nion, that in a few minutes he ſhould ſee his 
dwelling : the other either did not, or would 
not, underſtand the hint, but proceeded with 
him. They had gone but a few paces far- 
ther,. before Dupont ſprung forward, and in 
the lame moment the ſtranger ſaw a lovely 
young creature, apparently about ſeventeen, 
in a coarſe brown jacket, without hat or cap; 
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2 profuſion of light brown hair reaching at 
6 leaſt 
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| leaſt a foot below her waiſt, flying through 
the road, throw. herſelf into the arms of her 
| . and immediately fainted. 


That tender father was little leſs agitated, 
but he preſeryed his ſenſes, and aſſiſted by his 
companion, ſoon reſtored his. Adelaide to life 


and. recollection. 


« Heaven ! heaven be praiſed !” ſhe ex- 

claimed, my beloved father, my only 
friend, is ſafe. Ah! what have I not ſuffer- 
ed this laſt night, from terror and incerti- 
tude.” ö Ft: | 

I have ſhared: in your inquietude, my 
dearſt Adelaide,” returned Dupont, ſtraining. 
her to his boſom: © I have been to blame: 

we are once more. united ; never will I be a 


truant again.. 

He then turned to the ſtranger; « You, 

ſee, fir, I have not deceived you; Will ** 
walk on to the cottage ?” 


— 


The 
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The man ſtarted; his eyes were riveted 
on the. enchanting Adelaide, whoſe beauty, 
and graces no- mean garb could hide, though 
it might a little diminiſh the blaze of her 
charms, She was indeed. another Hebe; 
youth, innocence, and beauty, with an ex- 
preſſion in her eyes, that gave an additional 
glow to the bloom on her cheeks. Turning. 


quickly to Dupont, on his coolly delivered 


invitation, which he had not pover to refuſe, 
* Yes, I will accompany you,” faid he, and 
walked on, diſregarded by Adelaide, whoſe 


ſole attention was fixed on her ee 


father. 


; When they arrived at. the poor cottage, 
the man. gazed. with freſh wonder; three 
fmall rooms were all it contained; the furni- 


ture very plain and very ſcanty, but clean 


and neat to exceſs; a few books were the 
only ſuperflous things in it. At the back 
Was a little encloſed garden, with ſallad herbs, 


and a few chickens in a detached corner 


of it. 


«. Such £ 
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Dupont, * and all the luxuries I poſſeſs.” 


On what do you exiſt?” _— che 
| ſtranger. 


« Oh, * replied Adelaide; © we have 
eggs and fallads; ſometimes a chicken, and 


very often fiſh; we have plenty of good 


thifigs, though they are inſufficient to make 


us happy; yet I ſhould endeavour to be 


content, if I could ſee my father ſo.” 


The tnan looked: alternately from one to 


the other; © I cannot Expreſs to you,“ ſaid 


he, © how greatly I feel intereſted for you 
both; ſure it muſt have been uncommon: 


misfortunes, that Have driven perſons ſo 


formed for ſociety, to a ſecluſion from the- 
world, in this ſolitary * my wonder in- 


creaſes every moment.” 
tt And why ſhould it? returned Piot, 


ee your perſon, manners and converſation, 
are fo unlike the circumſtances of Jour ſitua» 


tion.“ | ©; *. 


The 


&* guch is my ruſtic habitation,” fad 


1 
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The man fixed a rantcatiing eye at him; 


he bluſhed at ce mn recovered, and 
went on. ö 


« The las you have made of living in 
the country, that I think our retirement is 
leſs to be wondered at than your's. = 

I ſhall not diſpute the point with you, Fi 
replied the other, no man has a right to nn 
judge on the actions of another, when unae- | 1 | 
quainted wih the cauſe from whence they J; 

originate. We have each, motives, that juſ- 4 . 
tify us to ourſelves, doubtleſs; but I muſt 
now leave you; I am forry for it; Will you 
permit me to return here another day? ?“ 


Dopont heated, and threw down his. 
eyes. = | hs 


Fou may depend upon my diſcretion,” - WM 
added he, © and perhaps will have  no- cauſe 
to repent of your tomplaiſance: but I will 
not urge my requeſt, if it gives you pain. 


Dupont. 
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Dupont dound it impoſſible to reſiſt this 

Saeed do confide in you, ſaid he, 

] wiſh to live here unknown and unmoleſt- 


ed; but you have claims upon me; I truſt 
to your honor, come when you pleaſe, but 


come alone.” 


The ftranger roſe, © I leave you with re- 
luctance; may heaven preſerve you and your 
lovely daughter; Providence this day has. 

| faved both your and me.” Then bowing to- 

Adelaide, he haſtily left the cattage.. _ .. 


She followed him with her eyes all aſto- 
. niſhment ; his language and manners were: 
ſo little correſpondent with his dreſs, that 
- forgetting the plainneſs of her own, and the 

fame palpable contradiftion, ſhe exclaimed, 


' « Bleſs me, this is the ' ſtrangeſt peaſant I 
ever ſaw; he has the air of a courtier.“ ; 
Do you remember what courtiera were; 
aſked her father. 


« Very 
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Netty faintly indeed; fir, but I have 


heard they are polite and obliging; and alſo 
that they are falſe and wicked; you, my dear 
father, have been a ſufferer by ſuch.” 

To what a painful degree,” cried Du- 
pont, raiſing his eyes to heaven. Thea 
checking himſelf, he turned the converſa- 
tion, by repeating to her the occurrences of 


the preceding night; touching lightly on his 


| ren with the gentleman peaſant, as if he 
had accidentally inquired the road of him. 


« But where does he ive 7 aſked Ade- 


laide 


* On the i ſide of the mountains, 4 
ſometimes, and other times at a @ much ow | 


er diſtance.” 


This * did vo ſeem ſatisfactory to 


her, and ſhe repeated her queſtions till he 


grew tired and embarraſſed, and gave her to 


underſtand that they were troubleſome. She 
deſiſted, but the whole day and the following 


night. ſhe Rang; of little elſe than the 


: TORTS: 
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, ſtranger + nor 1s it to be wondered at; almoſt 
from infancy. ſhe had been brought up in a 
convent, from whence ſhe was taken to ſee- 
her mother at the point of death. Subſe- 
; quent diſtreſſes had wholly engroſſed her, and 
for above three years ſhe had ſeen no man but 
her father. This ſtranger appeared to be 
about thirty ; a pleaſing, though a grave. 
countenance; a noble air, and good figure: 
his manners were-poliſhed, though his garb 
was mean; and ſhe could not repre a with 
that he might aun viſit them again. 


13 time, Dupont was a prey to the 
moſt eruel uneaſineſs; bis retreat was diſ- 
covered; and by a man who- appeared under 
the moſt ſuſpicious circumſtances, -who had: 
ſilently acquieſced in the intentions of the 
others to murder him : and though he owed 
bis. life to him, yet ſtill there lay a degree of 
guilt attached to him in his firſt proceedings. 
His Adelaide too was expoſed to a thoufand: 


unpleaſant occurrences, if he repeated his. 
viſits, How * did he accuſe his im- 
prudent: 


. } 
/ 
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prudent ramble the preceding evening, 


which had been productive of ſuch addon 


| N 


Sotetimes be thought of claiming the 


Intereſt of the Monk, to get his daughter 
received into the monaſtery; ; but he knew 
ſhe had an utter averſion to a monaſtic. life 3 
and though he trembled for her honor and 


ſolve to detach her from it for ever, againſt 
her inclination. 


He paſſed a ſleepleſs night, and roſe more 
Unrefreſhed and unhappy than ever: Poor 


Adelaide viewed him with grief and tender- 
neſs, ER 


% 


«My dear father,” faid ſhe, * tell me, 


are you ill? Did any thing happen yeſterday 
that has made you more uneaſy? Ah! pray 
conceal nothing from me: I can bear any 


evils, ſo that I have you with me. You 


know 


happineſs | in the world, yet he could not re- 
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know 7 am not weak and timid, when called 
"on to exert myſelf,” .. 4 


. ˙ — 


i « ] know,“ cried Dupont, embracing 

| her, „ that you are good and dutiful, my 

| dear Adelaide; and I own to you, that 'tis 

on your account I feel additional anxiety. 

My imprudence the other evening has open - 
ed my eyes to the-dangers to which you ate 
expoſed „ ſhould any accident happen to me; 
and independent'of that poſſibility, to keep 
you thus without a female companion, de- 
tached from the world at an age when the 
mind expands, and requires improvement 

| from practical knowledge, as well as from 
precepts; particularly in your caſe, without 
fortune or friends. 8 TOs 


y 01 Alas! my child, in this wide world I 
know not one perſon that can. be intereſted 
for you but myſelf. Great God! what a 

ſituation, would I had never taken you from 


the convent.” ; 


Adelaide 
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Adelaide fat for ſome moments without 7 


ſpeaking—at laſt, ſhe raiſed her tearful eyes 
to her father; © *Tis I then, unhappy as I 
am, that occaſion all your ſorrows ; I hoped 
my cares and tenderneſs would tend to lighten 
them; but I feel that you are right, for what 
I endured that dreadful night, from appre- 


henſion for your lafety, and the wretchedneſs 


that muſt befal me, when deprived of my 
beloved parent, convinces me that my ſitua- 
tion is dangerous, and that your anxiety for 
me muſt double every woe you feel. 


Ton Wick 1 had not bien tat from e 


convent. When I was thoughtleſs and hap- 


py, that retirement was my averſion: you, 
fir, have improved my underſtanding, and 


misfortunes have taught me to think more 
Juſtiy. Will any convent” receive me, por- 


tionleſs as I am? If one can be found that 


will afford an aſylum for your unhappy Ade- 
laide, my dear father I am ready to relieve 
the op preſſion of your mind, . your tender 
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- anxiety for me, and to 2 the remainde 
of my days in a cloyſter.“ 


Dupont was exceſſively affected by the 
good ſenſe and tenderneſs of her reply; 
re My deareſt child,” ſaid he, © heaven for- 
bid that I ſhould wiſh you to be ſecluded 
from the world, when only affection for me, 
and not inclination, prompts. you to ſeek re⸗ 
fuge in a cloyſter.— No, tis a temporary re- 
tire ment only, I am deſirous to procure for 
you; proſcribed by my enemies, I dared not 
enter into any ſituation that hazarded a diſ- 
covery of my exiſtence. 


But ſurely, fo many years paſſed, may 
have laid the ſtormy. paſſions of hatred and 
revenge at,reſt, New objects of favor may 
have blunted all remembrance of me; and in 
a borrowed name, I may in ſome happier, 
Jeſs arbitrary country, procure an active 
| vation, more becoming g my age, and per- 
haps obtain the means to ſecure for my Ade- 
laide a ſmall independence, that will; in an 

| humble 
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handle: retirement, leave her free and con- 

tent, though without rank or riehes. 
« Well then,” anſwered ſhe, © it is ne- 

ceſſary for your repoſe, that we ſhould part; 


Alas! here I could find content, if you were * 


always with me; but when I reflect there are 
many poſſibilities, that many unforeſeen acci- 
dents may tear us aſunder; better, far better 
is it, that we ſhould ſepar ate from choice.“ 
She was interrupted by the entrance of the 
ſtranger, with a 1 bundle under his arm. 


T 


Dupont did not took a 5 the other 
ſaw it. 


* 


e Forgive my intruſion,“ ſaid he, © and 
the liberty. I have taken of bringing a few 
trifles for the accommodation of your daugh+ 
ter. I cannot ſtay five minutes; but I hope 
you will do juſtice to my reſpect for you, 

and when you know me better, honor De» 
| od with your Ee 


' * f "Ss 8 
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He laid down his bundle without waiting 
for an anſwer, and was out of ſight in an 
 mſtan, Dupont and his daughter were 
ſtrangely ſurpriſed, and for a moment motion- 


leſd; but curioſity impelled Adelaide to open 
che parcel; it contained ſome fine linen of 


every ſort requiſite for a female, and two 
dreſſes. The honor and integrity af Dupont 
was immediately alarmed ;, he had no doubt 


but theſe neceſſaries were ſpoils taken from 


ſome unfortunate female robbed, perhaps 
murdered ; horror was in the idea, but he 
could not communicate it to Adelaide; yet 
was reſolved ſne ſhould not accept of them. 


My child,” ſaid he, « theſe things be- 
come not our ſituation, and to accept favors 


from ſtrangers, os both to delicacy 


and pride.” 
„ You ſpeak my very Gena; 88. 
plied ſhe, © I feel humbled' in the offer, 


though the intention and manner was obli- 


ging. Ah! fir, loſe no time to procure me 


un aſylum; 1 fee the abſolute: neceliity of 
| 85 it. 


OY 
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it. But from whence,” ſaid ſhe, fecollect- 
ing herſelf, © did he bring this hnen? How 
did he procure it? Tis not new, though per- 

{fly good; Has he females belonging to 
him? If fo, would it not have been more 
delicate for them to have come to us? This 
nnen correſponds not with his appearance; 
Nr thing about er is contradictory. . 


dhe pauſed, loſt in thought; ; Dupont was 
much hurt. 


« He may be unfortunate like vs! ; he 

may be criminal: I would not be unjuſt i in 

my conjectures; but a young man like him 
ſhould ſeek employment, if he is unfortunate, 
and not degrade himſelf by a peaſant's habit 5 
which ſuits not his language. 

„ Perhaps,” ſaid Adelaide, © he may 
have a mother or fiſter that he ſupports; tis 
unfair to judge ſeverely, when es py 7 
with his ſituation.” | 
1 Tis fo,” returned baba « and 1 
am not apt to conclude unfayeurably of ny i" 

0 F F 2 3.5 4 
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man, without ſome reaſons that juſtify we 
to mand for ſo . We | 


Adelaide looked at her facher with k ſurpriſe 
and emotion, but made no reply; the parcel 
was tied up, and placed ready to be returned 
to the donor. She reſumed her little dome- 


ſtic arrangement, while Dupont ſhut himſelf 


in his room, to conſider what ſteps he ſhould 


tanke to depart from his cottage, and elude the 


obſervation of Depliſſis, as he had announced 
himſelf. 


He hor no e to * for Et Gery 
of his child, but to place her in a monaſtery ; 


- and that could not be done without money; 


the Monk indeed might have intereſt in the 
one from whence he derived his ſupport, by 
the legacy of the princeſs, formegly his patro- 


neſs; but the difficulty was to get Adelaide 
there; the diſtance he thought was great, 
and there was a chance of meeting thoſe law- 


leſs men he fought to fly from; and ſhould 
. | he 


"x % 
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he bring any trouble or misfortune on the 
Monk, he never could forgive himſelf, :.- 
Perplexed and. nneaſy, contrary to his 
general rule, he walked. out, and with much 
labour aſcended the mountain, to reconnoitre 
the country, and judge of the road towards the 
direction where the Monk's habitation ſtood. 
After conſtdering for ſome time, he faw there 
mult be a nearer way round the foot of the 
mountains on the oppofite ſide from the one 
he. had taken through the wood, and he de- 
termined to prepare for his departure from 
he e in a very few days. 


He awd to | his Adelaide; te bum 
her more than commonly melancholy ; his 
con feelings were in uniſon with her's; he 
was again to become a wanderer, to truſt un- 
certain proſpects, and incur many inconve- 
niences, perhaps dangers; but the certain 
unpleaſant events that ſeemed inevitable, if 
he remained in his preſent retirement, let 
74 bw: no alternative but to ſeek the Monk's 
| > 3 aſſiſtance. 
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acſiſtance. dei 0e explain all his mo- 
tiyes to Adelaide, but it was ſufficient to her 
that he was convinced of the neceſſity for their 
removal, and the -endeavoured to prepare 
| herſelf with firmneſs, again to enter a monaſ- 
tery, once her averſion, but now the only 
Kg misfortunes had left her. 


The Blowing morning Deplems . 
at the door with an air of diffidence and em- 
darraſſment; he had ſcarcely ſaluted them, 
before Adelaide retired to her little _ 
his eyes — her. | 


« Is not your date well, 4 aid he, 

« or have I the misfortune to diſpleaſe her? 

She looks not with — her 
eountenance yeſterday,” - 

« Your penetration i juſt,” replied Du- 
pont, © ſhe is humbled by the. preſent you 
| brought here yeſtexday, doubtleſs with a kind 

intention; but we have not been-accuſtomed. 
e eee muſt not be 
dodffendeck 


0 i» 
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' affeadedifl deſire you to plane them; that 
parcel diſpleaſes and hntrs Adelaige.” 


c Good heavens!” cried Depleſlis, «© do 


you call ſuch inſignificant trifles favors? And 
can your lovely daughter diſdain ſuch poor 


accommodations, uſeleſs to me, and of no 


value in themſelves, but what muſt ariſe 


from the difficulty of t ſuch in this 


a | place.” 


« The eſtimation of a favor muſt depend 5 


upon the feelings of the perſon intended to 
de obligech anſwered Dupont; my daugh- 
ter wants not ſuch accommodations; ſhe has 


nen more ſditable to her preſent fortunes: - 
a mind that has fortitude to brave adverſity, 


ſhould be conſiſtent, and endeavour to ſubdue 


the faſtidious wants of pride, incompatible | 
with poverty; a homely garb, if chan; linen 
coarſe, if decent ; and the ſimple food which ; 
| the bounty of nature provides, is all the 


children of nature require: with ſuch we 
have tearnt to be content, and the only pride 


ve have left, is to be free from a ſenſe of © 


obligation.” 


„„ 
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ou grieve and humble me,” replied 
 Depleſſis; I intended to aſk favors of you, 


but you repreſs my inclination by the ſeve- 


rity with which you treat erer e 


of friendſhip.” | f 
If I can ſerve you,” Gd ions, 
* ſpeak freely; there is a material difference 


between the acceptance of favors, and the 


pleaſüre of being uſeful to a fellow creature.” 
a True returned the other, with De 

ſpirit, © you have given me a painful leſſon 
on that ſubject, ang therefore as chat! muſt 


nov be ſilent. 


* -<x. You will recen bot aid Denne 
« that I owe my life moſt probably to your 
humanity; to me, wretched as Jam, an in- 
valuable favor while my child exiſts; where 
The ſafe from a falſe ungrate ful world, the 
-ſtroke of death would be a ſtroke of _ 
of exultation.” D. 

I know not,” aid Depleſs, how to 
anfwer you; you remind me of a cireum- 
tance that covers me with ſhame, confuſion 


and remorſe ; that day has produced cffe&s 
H0R. © i „ 
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in my mind, you can have no conception of: 


it has ſtimulated me to lay my heart, and alk 


my errors before you; to aſk your advice, 
to follow your commnſels: but you n e 
ed and diſconcerted me. 
r Surely unintentionally,” anfwered Du- | 
pont; © if I can ſerve or aſſiſt you, believe 
me, that in every thing that becomes a man 
of honor, you may command me. | 
« Well, fir,” faid Deépleſſis, 0 I. wit F 
muſt put you to the proof; judge me witty 
candor and compaſſion; little as I have ſcen 
of you, it has been in ſuch intereſting cir- 
eumſtances, that I have as much confidence 


in your integrity and honor, as if I had know 


you for ages. I will not now preſs upon youz: 


but if you will meet me tomorrow morning 
at the foot of the mountain, the projection of 


which conceals your cottage, we may ther 
have an uninterrupted converſation; mean 


time think favourably of me; and permit thar 


parcel to remain in any corner, as I cannot: 
, with r to ER take | it backs” 


- ” + 8 


Throving 


c run ert or 
4 Throwing a\lingering look at the RE 
door, as if to caich. one glance of Adelaide; 
he leſs the cottage with an air of fadeks, that 
made its way to the heart of Dupont. 


Poor young man !” cried he, © he has 
been unfortunate and guilty, there is little 
doubt; tis my duty to ſerve him if I can; 


but I ſee the neceſſitꝝ · of haſtening the depar- 
ture of Adelaide to ne place of ſafety, what- 


ever plan I may be induced to adopt for 


my ſelf. If this breaking heart ſurvives long 
enough to ſce that dear object ſheltered dem, 
the falſeneſs and duplicity of the world, with 
what tranſport will my ſoul take wing, to be 
reunited to the. angel I have loſt.” 


Re collection became too painful; he roſe 
to ſeck for his Adelaide, but without com- 
municating to her the particulars of his con- 
verſation with Depleſlis ; he merely obſerved 
that he believed the young man's intentions 
were good, and that he ſhould know: ſome- 
thing. mare about him tomorrow: Not,” 

| | added 
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added be, © that any thing relative to hin 
can be of conſequence to us, and I hope two 
_ days. hence we ſhall Rave'our peaceful retreat. 
I know not whether to regret or rejoice, that 
Ks nnn * 
elfe where... 


[ 


She bis lade in eturn; 


ff 
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neither ſeemed inclined to talk, and. Dupont 


thortened his aceuſtomed evening's ramble,, 
chat he 1 not increaſe irons e b 


n ds they had retired to diels a 1 
nts, though not to ſſeep; pefplexing ideas: 
— both ; the retroſpection of the paſt, 
and the uncertainty of the future, almoſt dif- 
tracted Dupont; when his attention. was ſuf- 
denly drawn by a noiſe at the door of his- 
cottage; alarmed at a circumſtance: which 


bad never happened before; he ſtartac ſtom· 


his bed, when in the ſame inſtant, he heard 
| "FG I the 


r Sir or © 


C, 


the door forced open, and he ſaw two” men 


- coming through the outer apartment. Ter- 


Tor precluded! ſpeech, a faint cry involuntarily 
"burſt from his lips, and in the fame moment 
they ſeized him. Naked, defenceleſs as he 

was, one of the cowardly aſſaſſins ſtabbed him 

twice, and he fell ſenſeleſs on the ground. 

The poor affrighted Adelaide, hearing a noiſe, 

had ſprang from her bed, threw ſome clothes 

about her, and opened the door juſt to ſee her 
beloved parent fall, the blood guſhing from 

his wounds in torrents. She ſhrieked, and 
few towards him, attempted to ſpeak, the 
words died on her lips, and ſhe ſunk- hifeleſs. 
on the wu | 

2 When 1 ſenſes a before reaſon 

kad reſumed its powers, the looked wildly 

round, and on the objects before her. 

33 Wire, where am T?” ſhe cried, then 

ſeeing the two men, ſhe inſtantly recollected 
ttuhe dreadful ſcene that had paſſed, and ſpring- 
1 5 * Oh: wy' Oe 11 nern fa- 
r ther! 
4 


1 THE MOUNTAINS. 109 


ther! bring him to me, or let me 80 16 
o 5 
The men held her. You muſt reſt 
content here, my pretty maid, your father 3 
dead, he can tell no tales; you will live 
happy here, if it be not your own male ?7 1 
She fixed her eyes upon him, e Dead! 
dead!” ſhe exclaimed, Oh miſery! my 
father dead ! if you have humanity, kill me 
_ and I will forgive you.” 
That indeed would be a pity; no, no, 
Petty ee better fate, and a n life 2 
; be n 
Sbe claſped her hands in inexpreſſible 
agony ; no tears. fel} from her eyes; her bo- 
ſom heaved with heavy ſighs, and again her 
ſenſes fled ;.. ſhe continued. ſo long in this 
"ſtate, that the villains began to apprehend 
their victim had eſcaped them; but alas! it 
Was only a temporary ſuſpenſion of miſery ; 
ſhe returned again to the knowledge of her 
bitter . and found that ſhe - was 
20 laid 


org ru ITT o 


ness bes in «kind of;corty that Kees 
to have been hewn out of the rock Which 


Kung over her. One of the men offered her 


ſome wine, ſhe rejected it 'with a trembling. 

hand; Tell me, 1 conjure you, faid ſhe, 

te am I not in à fearful. dream? Gan it be 

| Poſſible that you hwve murdered my father 

Is he dead, and am I left miſerable and an 

orphan? Oh tell. me, tell me that 1 dream. 
indeed E 


1 LM wretches laughed aloud; Why fare; 
been accuſtomed to amuſe yourſelf with very 
pretty fancies, if you take all: this to be a 
dream. Undeceive yourielf, tis a down- . 
night reality your fathes we killed to ſecure 
ourſelves, but you have done us. no wrong, 
therefore you. ſhall. live with us and l 
lite.“ | 


| Adelaide ſhuddered as fie looked on the 
villain that ſpoke'; What can you mean? 
Whe.i are you?” faid. _ © What . 
could 
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a AT TOEANENS” Why was 
kis precious blood ſpilt to ſecure you?” 

„Who we are, is nothing to you; we 
once ſpared your father's life, and he reward 
ed us by enticing our companion from us, 
and we were to be the facrifice. Do you: 
think we have not watched his viſits to you? 
Do you ſuppoſe we were unacquainted with: 
his thefts from our property to adorn your 
pretty perſon ? No, no, he has paid for his. 
_  deſertion from our party, and we are reward- 
ad by the company of his miſtreſs.” 

« What,” cried Adelaide, inconceivably: - 
ſurpriſed, © was: the peaſant who came to. 
eur cottage a companion of yours? 

„ Oh, oh,” replied he; © what the Taſcal: 
was aſhamed. of his ſends, a dae or do- 
| you affet ignorance ?”” | 

« No,” ſaid ſhe, I knew nor: where” " 
came from, but if you have any. humanity;, 
let me go to my dear father, dead or alive, 
let me pay my duty, bathe his wounds with 
my tears, and if he — 
bis boſom, and mee, . 
6 


* You: 
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c You aſk impoſſibilities, 0d one, 
that had not yet ſpoken, © all aid to your 
father is fruitleſs, neceſfity and ſelf-preſerva- 
tion demanded his death; but you have noth- 
ing to fear, you may live happier with us chan 
confined with an old man. | | 


Adelaide wad . heaven, with 
an eye of inexpreſſible anguiſn, imploring its 
protection, or inſtant death: grief and de- 
ſpair gave her courage; ſhe wiſhed to pro- 
voke their rage; Cruel men! cried ſhe 
2 paſſionate ly, ce you have deſtroyed the wor- 

- thieſt and moſt unfortunate of mankind: 
murderers” as you are, compleat your work, 
give me death alſo, for if I live, I will pray 
for vengeance on you; I will proclaim your 
cruel deeds to all the world b 
For that you will have our leave firſt, ' 
replied one of them, © and when you eſcape 
from us, the world may bear your cries. 
Come Lefare,” ſaid he to the other, © let us 
convey this threatening girl. to her room, 
there let her PR what. ſhe pleaſes.“ 
* „„ O's BE OE 
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| They hid hold of her, ſhe ſcreemed and 
ſtruggled, but how unequal was her reſiſtance 
to the determined will of two robuſt men; 
The was carried through an aperture into ano- 
ther cave of larger extent, which had many 
conveniences of ſeats, tables, and other neceſ- 
artes Wee 
«© This,“ ſaid Lefare, ſeating her, © is 
your ſaloon ; your bed room is {till further 
on; here you may live happy, but you will 
no more ſee the ſun until you have learnt 10 
be content with your ſituation,” T 
J He might hon talked: an what he ſaid 
ſuſpended every faculty of life in the unhappy 
Adelaide; ſhe fixed her eyes wildly- upon 
him, without appearing to lock or breathe; 
ber ſenſes were ſtagnated; they ſaw her diſ- 
order, and threw ſome: vine gar upon her face; 
_ the. ſhock and the ſpirits. reco her from 
that torpid ſtate: ſhe ſighed heavily, * 
+ Gen * back winde in her chair. OCHS 
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The wretches ſoon recovered her, to be 
ſenſible of her extreme miſery ; the tirvoked 
death ; alas! death is not ſo ready to befriend 
the wretched-—the faw the full extent of her 
' misfortunes, and the apprehenſion was horri- 
ble indeed: ſhe examined the countenance: 
of each man, all were alike terrible and fero- 
cious; Leſare had not indeed imbrued his. 
hands in the blood of her dear father; his 
voice was not quite ſo terrible: on hira (he 
looked with an imploring eye, that in a face 
ſo lovely, e e * the heart of 
2 lavage. 


5 e eee phe 
0 kill, were more iron hearred than the wit 
inhabitants of the woods; they knew no pity, 
and the pagon ſhe inſpired was ke them- 
flves violent and horrid; That companion 
they boaſted to have ſacrificed, had been the 
only check uon their cruelties; he had pre- 
ſerxed more than one life before he met With. 
| Dupont, dut he was no more, and che un- 


bappy 
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happy Adelaide ſaw her miſcries were . 
. N 


Aae Wen en tink W We l | 


the ſcene that had cauſed a temporary ſuſpen= 


4 


ſion of life, in which comparatively happy 
ſtare they had conveyed her to no ſhort diſ<, 


tance, they examined her pockets, and took 
all their contents, as a preventative of miſ< 


chief to her or themſelves. Acquainted with 


this circumſtance by feeling fot her handlcer- 
chief, it redoubled her apprehenſions, and 
indignation; yet to, proyoke them would. - 


only. accelerate the evils ſhe dreaded ; ſhe 
once more thetefore appraled t their huma- 
hity, and *©entreaced them to pity an uafor- 
tunate orphan, who. never did them wrong; 
and who was now unconnected with a ſingle 
ene wer” ek 


She addrefited them in ws, but the 
ah e e 
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* Compoſe yourſelf, ” ſaid he, idle 
| to 0 the misfortunes you cannot eſcape from ; 
cuſtom will make this place agreeable to you 
in time, and you wall find us diſpoſed to make 


you happy. 


- Refreſhments of various Wes were re placed 
: . her, and they withdrew to the outer 
When Adelaide was left to the reflection 
of her diſtreſſes, how piercing were her griefs! 
that dear and reſpectable father, who had 
ſtruggled with ſorrozy: for. her ſake, was now 
cruelly butchered; no one was. intereſted for 
ber; forlorn and hopeleſs, death only. could 
terminate her woes, and what mj ight ſhe not 
ſuffer before that period arrived | the idea 
y was horrible : | ſhe then recollected what they | 
had faid of the peaſant; he had been their 

companion; that man. ſo poliſhed in his 
manners, fo. amiable i in. his Wan, an 
aſſociate with villains l. 


: 
neg | = y , 
' 18 5 et, 4 
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Vet, thought ſhe again, he did not betray 
us; they accuſe him of deſerting them, that's 
ſome little extenuation of his crime; and if, 


as they ſeemed to hint, he alſo has been mur- 


dered, how dearly has he paid for his of- 
. fences, in falling a victim to his humanity. 

But what appeared to her very extraordi- 
nary, was, that her father ſhould have known 
theſe men, and never have mentioned the 


circumſtance to her, to whom he had ever 
been unreſervedly communicative' in every - 


event of his life, This circumſtance led to 
a variety of conjectures, none of which proved 
ſatisfactory, and ended in the contemplation 
of the dreadful and inevitable fate that await- 
ed her, from which ſhe ſaw not a ray of mg 
at ſhe could eſcape from. 


F eminine and gentle as the was by nature, | 
and years, yet ſhe wanted neither fortitude | 


or virtue to encounter the ſevereſt trials that 
exertion was capable of; but all means of 
defence were taken from her ; Prayers and 


\ 


tears 


4 2 
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tears were her only weapons, and little hope 


could ſhe derive of their efficacy, againſt the 
determined ferocity df ſuch villains : ſhe was 


convinced that violence and reſentment would 


only-irritate and ftimulate them to inſult her, 
and therefore, however repugnant to her feel- 


"ings, ſhe concluded, that to ſuppreſs her 
| hatred and indignation, and appear defirous- 


of ſubduing her grief, might at leaft und 


the horrors of her fate, 


She addreſſed herſelf in ſervent ſupplica- 
tion to the Divine Being, from whom alone 
ſhe hoped redreſs and preſervation; ſhe 


apoſtrophiſed the ſpirit of her dear murdered 


father to hover over, and, if poſſible, guard 
his unfortunate: child from miſeries; a thou- 
ſand times more dreaded than death: that ſhe 
would haye met joyfully, but that was denied. 


tw her. 


Fler prayers and confidence in heaven, 
calmed the tumults in her boſom ; religion 
diffuſed'! Its OI charms over her mind, | 


> and i 
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and ſhe prepared for che next interview with 


an appearance of tranquillity, though her 
its deadly arrows to her very ſoul. 


Near two hours ſhe was permitted to be 


alone; ſhe knew not the ſituation of the place 
ſhe was in; her inſenſibility, when ſhe was 
hurried away, effectually prevented her from 
any knowledge of the road. She ſaw the 
apartments were hewn out of the rock, and 


what ſhe was entirely ſecluded from the light. 
She looked round the room, or rather cave; 


the ſaw ſeveral bundles piled one upon ano- 


ther, and ſome ſilver ornaments, by no means 
correſpondent to the reſt of the furniture; 
ſhe vad no doubt therefore, but theſe things 


- were ſpoils they had taken from ſome unfor« 
tunate travellers. 


- 


Whit tlie was \entiking this furvey, the 
two men entered the aperture of communi- 


cation, and appeared not leſs ſurpriſed, than 
pirated, at her aſumed compoſure. They 


7 brought 
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brought her ſome excellent ſoup, and re- 
queſted ſhe would eat; ſhe made the effort 


in ſilence, but two = Bn were all ſhe could 


' ſwallow. 


4 


cc I believe,” aid the one called Leſare, 
ec the young woman is more inclined to reſt 
than eat; if fo, within is a very good bed, 
where you may repoſe yourſelf.” 10 
Aye, aye, go to ſleep for a few hours,” | 
added the other, .* and procure an appetite 
for your ſupper; the ſcoundrel who deceiyed 
us had that bed, he will have no furcher uſe 
for it now; do you take warning by - what 


has paſt; be kind and faithful to us, and you 


hall want for nothing but if you don't know 


your own intereſt, we ſhall find a 1 to. mae 


you comply you underſtand me. 


Ae took up a lamp; *I will ſhew you 

che way, ſaid he, ſtepping before her to 
one corner of the cave. Adelaide trembled, 
heſitated, roſe and reſtated herſelf, not know- 
ing ; What to do. 5 


cc © You 


Pw rg ms © to tread wad 


my 
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+: You have nothing to fear, returned | 
he, * we ſhall leave you to oh that you- 


may recover from your terrors.” 


— 


unſtead 7 limbs and agitated ſpirits; ſhe fol- 
lowed him through | another opening, ſo 
ſmall, that they were obliged to bend almoſt 
double to paſs in; how painful were the feel - 
ings of poor Adelaide? it ſeemed to her that 
ſhe was entering a tomb, where ſhe was to be 


buried alive; and endure the moſt horrid out- 


rages. 


The place was ſmall and gloomy to exceſs; 


he ſat down the light in a ſmall receſs, and the 
obſcurity weir off" in a few res ſhe 


ſhe gladly far bew for her cemblin e 
could no longer ſupport her. 


« This bed,” faid the mite ce 1g ela, 
and though without furniture at preſent, now” 
that we have a female with us, you will ſoon 

vol. 1, G 


Thoſe words a little reaſſured her; wick 


- 
5 ">> y 
; 
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find plenty of ſtuff here, that you may con- 


vert into curtains, en e WY 1 


| "Lefare a to them with a dun e 


ec there you will find clothes of all kinds to 


Fre you from cold,” 


Adelaide, who till that moment had been 
regardleſs of her appearance, ſo abſorbed 
had ſhe been in the contemplation of her 
wretched ſituation, now looked down upon 


herſelf; ſhe was only covered with the night 


clothes ſhe had thrown over her on firſt hear- 
ing the noiſe in her father's room, and an old 


cloak they had faſtened about her ; ſhe bluſh- 


ed at her diſordered dreſs, and ſeemed to 


ſhrink from their view; regardleſs of her 
confuſion, they ſtayed ſome time adjuſting 
the bed clothes, and again recommending her 


to reſt, they * | 


The n cid, when alone in this 
final gloomy hole, with the faint glimmening 


lamp that ſerved 7 to diſcover the horror 
3 of 


— 


* 
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of the cavern, felt an univerſal ſhivering 
creep over her whole frame; ſhe had been 


accuſtomed to the ſolemn ſtillneſs of a con- 


vent; ſhe had lived in a ſolitary humble 
cottage ; but there was ſomething ſo horridly | 
repugnant to her feelings in this cave, and 


_ with ſuch company, that ſhe could not t̃e· 


/ 


For ſome time ſhe fat as if chained to the £ 
ſtool, when her eyes falling on the bundle 


beſide her, ſhe turned them again on herſelf, 
then haſtily caught up the parcel to ſeek for 
more decent covering; ſhe found a ve 

complete female dreſs, and gladly arrayed 


herſelf in what ſhe thought neceſſary ;” but 
no ſooner had the wants of delicacy been ſup- 


_ plied, -than ſhe began to conſider for what 


purpoſe ſhe was ſolicitous to make an ap- 
pearance, when life had ceaſed to be valuable, 
and when every manceuvre of thoſe men im- 


an all hopes of an eſcape rom their 


G2 © Gracicus 
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concile herſelf to the idea of ſeeking repoſe. 
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3 Gracious heaven 1 exclaimed ſhe, 
claſping her uplifted hands, © have mercy. - 
on me, give me inſtant death, or deliver me 
from this horrid place I tears guſhed in tor- 


rents from her eyes; the gloom: ſeemed to 


increaſe, and the ſolemn ſtillneſs that per- 
vaded through the caverns, except now and 
then the ſudden ruſning of the winds, all to- 


gether threw an icy trembling to her heart, 


that ſhe could ſcarce retain her ſeat. For 


ſeveral moments all her faculties were ſuſ- 
pended by terror; when again recovering a 
little fortitude, ſhe roſe, and taking up the 
lamp, flowly moved to the bed; it really 
looked clean and decent, but could ſhe ſleep ? 
Could ſhe lay down to refreſh-her exhauſted 
ſpirits, only to prepare. for _ encountering ſtill 


| greater agitations ? Was this cave calculated 
to give reſt to the wretched ? No, it was im- 


poſſible ; ſhe ſhrunk from the bed, and turn- 
ed to reſume her ſeat, when ſhe. diſcerned 


another ſi all opening, which ſhe cached 


lcd to a different cave. 


585 


vv 


THE wounTars. 125 


She drew near to it and held the lamp, but 
ſhe could diſcover only a large ſpace enve - 


| loped by darkneſs ; ſhe conſidered for a mo- 


ment whether the ſhould enter; at length . 


taking courage, What have I worſe to 
dread,” faid ſhe, * theſe caverns are all dark 


alike ; how many there may be of them, i in- 
deed I know not, but 1 will ſee; 1 have ſome”. 


hours to myſelf perhaps, and my firuation 1s 
defperate.” 


She crept through the chaſm, and entered 
another ſpacious cave, but which ſeemed to 
have a defcent as the walked on. She per- 
ſevered, however with cautious ſteps, holding 
the lamp before her, till at the end ſhe ſaw a 
very large opening on the bottom, cloſe to 
the fide of the wall. She advanced, and 


looking down, beheld ſeveral fteps, that ex- 
tended beyond what ſhe could diſtinctiy dif- 
cern; her heart beat, her ſpirits were flutter- 
ed; ſhalt I, or ſhall I not deſcend, thought 
ſhe, looking fearfully down; perhaps it Is 
3 may be drowned, Well, do 1 
b 63 "=o 
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fear death? Will not a ſudden termination of 
my miſeries be deſirable ? It may lead to 
{ome opening under the rock, from hence J 
may eſcape; that thought inſpired inſtant 


courage, and ſhe reſolved to explore the place 
0 Which theſe ſteps * 


£5 She deſcended with care, and found 5 
went to a great depth; more than once ſhe 
ſtopt, trembling and irreſolute, when deſpair 
recalled her ſinking fortitude, and ſhe pro- 
deceded, though the ſteps hewn out of the 
rock were in many places broken, and the 
leaſt wrong footing threatened her with i im- 


minent . 


At length the found herſelf at he 8 


the extent of the place ſhe could not diſcern, 


but moving cautiouſly forward, ſhe ſtumbled 


| _ againſt ſomething ;z recovering, and holding 


down the lamp in a ſtooping poſture, to ſee 
what impeded her way, ſhe beheld the dead 
body of a man, Horror and fright made her 
Fu proſtrate « on the N fortunately ſhe 

held 


: * 0 
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beld che lamp fo low, that it dropped from 


ber band without turning, or being extin- 


. guiſhed. It was ſome minutes before her 


Pd 


ſenſes and recolle&ion returned; and when 


ſhe tried to diſengage herſelf from the terrible 


- poſition in which ſhe lay, her whole frame - 
ſhook with horror. 


— oe the 1 the Spied to 
throw a glance on the body, and ſaw the eyes 


were fixed on her's ; involuntarily ſhe utter- 
ed a faint ſhriek, yet had not the power to 


move, and preſently diſcovered it was the 
unfortunate peaſant. This gave her a little 
more courage; ſhe bent forwards again, and 


thought both the eyes and lips ſeemed as if 


making an effort to move; with ſome trepi- 


dation ſhe laid her hand n 
felt it warm. 


V, 
4 
— 


* My God!“ ſhe exclaimed, © he is not 


dead; ah! what can I do to fave him?” 


* 


6 


r 

oO 

Pe, co TL * 
— 


* * 2 
* 
2 — 


. TxaG r WIS 
F ! er 4, . 


* 


+6 


DO ind an 
ee 8 


22 


— 


0 THE. 011 or 


She faw a great quantity of blood near 

him, which muſt have iſſued from ſome 

wound ; ſhe ventured to move the body very 
gently, and. * Ae * 545. 


Inſtanuy the ſet down the lamp, tore off 
Pn of her own linen, and with incredible 
courage 2nd ſtrength, bound up the wound ; 
the blood flowing hut very faintly, owing to 
dhe ſtagnation of tife and the dampneſs of the 
Place ; but the poor creature was reduced, 
40 all appearance, paſt hopes of reviving, 
ahough ſhe was convinced {ome ſenſe yet re- 
nn ber err IO 


She haſtened up 4 craggy ſteps, got 
4hrough the aperture into her own diſmal 
_ eavern.; here the ftopt and liſtened ſome 
time, and drawing near to the other opening, 
was convinced no one was in the next room; 
he ꝓaſſed through trembling, and canfidering 
what excuſe to frame, if me ſhould be an- 
pavered. 


- 


Wing 
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| Wine and biſcuits ſtill remained there; 
ſhe looked round for ſome veſſel, in which 
the might take back ſome of the former. A 
few glaſſes | ſtood in a little receſs; ſhe filled 
one, and in the inſtant that ſhe/ was about. to 
retire, ſhe heard their voices in the outer 
room. It was a moment replete with terror, 
ſhe turned ſick with apprehenſion, and could 
not proceed one itep further, They entered 
the room, and were ſtruck with ingonceivable _ 
ſurpriſe at ſeeing her, pale and ſinking to the 4 
earth, the glaſs of wine before her, ſhe com- 8 
pletely dreſſed, but with all the marks of 
fright and weakneſs, that rendered her 1 inoa- | 
. « moving or ſpeaking. S Db fg 


. One of them uttered a tremendous oath, = 
and aſked, cc What brought her there 2” 


With extreme Jiffculty ſhe fuinty replied, NY 
I found reel very ill, and came here to 
get a 1 vine. 


The 
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The late ſhe was in gave a colour ts the 
excuſe; © You-are ill to be ſure, returned 
he, and what you ſay may be true, but I 
mult tell you, that if you came here with any 
hopes of eſcaping from us, you are out of 
your reckoning · my pretty dear; you have 
not dreſſed yourſelf for nothing, I believe; 
but you would do wiſer to undreſs now, and 
go to bed; take-zeſt and reſolve to be con» 
tent, for be tea here ee, life,” | 


Poor Adelaide, who had been 1 
ing to recall hex. fluttered ſpirits, was almoſt 
ſtruck lifeleſs at this petrifying aſſurance: 
he gaſped for breath, again ſaid ſhe was very 
ill, and preſently a ſhower of tears came 
ſeaſonably to her relief, and preſerved- her 
foi ne, ö 


- Akt is ill,“ ſaid Lefare, . let 
us lead her into her room; lay down in your 
clothes for a few hours, added he, © the 
vine ard biſcuits ſhall be placed within your 
reach; take a little now and then, no one 
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mal diſturb you, we will remain in the out- 
ide room, you will be better a few hours | 
_- hence,” © | 
bc 1 believe I ſhall,” vid the, LG 
vived by this gentleneſs ; I will drink ſome 
vine and water r andy dew.” | | 


This ſeemed to pleaſe them; he took x 
| Half glats of wine; it was of ſervice to her 


trembling. frame; ſhe permitted them to 


aſſiſt her into the other cell, nor made any 
objection to having the wine placed on the 
ſtool by her: they withdrew, Leſare ſpeak- 
ing kindly, which ſhe returned with civility. 


She remained ſome time on the bed, untik 
convinced that they had retired fram the next 
cavern ; ſhe then roſe with a beating heart, 
and taking ſome wine, retraced the way down 

to the unfortunate peaſant, not without great 
. apprehenſion that the time ſhe had Joſt might 
have proved fatal to him. 


„ 
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The terrißed, yet courageous Adelaide, 


being placed her lamp, began to yet his lips | 


with the wine; ſhe raiſed his head, then put 


2 few drops gently into his mouth; ſoon the 
eyes faindy moved, then the lips; with diffi- 
culty ſhe tenderly dragged the poor inſenſible 
againſt the wall, that he might be. a little 
more ere& ; ſhe perſevered in giving the 
wine in very ſmall quantities, until ſhe ſaw 
both life and motion returning, and that the 
eyes ſeemed fixed on her with an expreſſive 
ſtare, denoting both. ſurpriſe and gratitude ; 
ſhe thought it poſſible he might. underſtand 
her, though he was too weak to ſpeak. 


I am a 1 in theſe rocks,” ſaid the, 
ce and. have every evil to fear; curioſity 
brought me down here in the faint hope of 
finding ſome way to eſcape; if I have been 


dhe means of ſaving your life, I ſhall be happy 


in the idea, whatever becomes of me. I dare 
not ſtay long; would to heaven I could leave 
vou any light, but that's impoſſible ; and 
whether 1 mall ever xeturn here is very un- 


certain; 


* 
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Certain; ſhould I fee you no more, and have 
.ogly. prolonged your miſery by this temporary” 
aſſiſtance, which has 1ccalled a fleeting be. 
that muſt again fink when left to yourſelf, 
forgive my want of power to help you, and 
diy me.. | | 


Again the almoſt lifeleſs peaſant attempted 

to ſprak.; the lips only moved, and utterance 

was denied to them; he feebly moved one 
of his hands and Jocked unutterable things; 
-While ſhe trembling both for him and herſelf, | 
roſe ſrom the earth on which ſhe had kneeled, 
and placing the wine in a glaſs cloſe to his 


hand, though douhtful 1. it could be of any | 
Jervige to him. op 


es © a N 


ge I muſt 3 vou, faid ihe, te jf heaven 
permits I will ſer you again,” She could 
not ſay another word, the moſt painful ſenſa- 
tions roſe to her mind, and her own fate, 
which hung in a frightful ſuſyenſe, afforded 
but little hope that ſhe could be of any cllen- 
tial ſervice to him. 


p 


His 


10 


W 


he aer enn @0®: 


1 eyes were rivetted on her, and wherr 


e turned to aſcend the ſteps, and threw a 


glance round on the horrible place ſhe left 
him in, her heart throbed with ſuch violence, 
chat by the time ſhe regained the room ap- 
propriated for her, ſhe ſunk on the bed al- 
moſt: in a ſtate of inſenſibility. N 


a Nature; wearied and exhauſted by as ex- 
*traordinary efforts ſhe had made in her weak 
tame of wind and debility of body, exerted 
its rights to repoſe, and in the ſame moment 
that ſhe dropped on the bed, a gentle flumber 
ſtole over her ſenſes and for a time ſuſpended 
all recollection of her woes. From this tem- 
porary relief, which had laſted four or five 
hours, ſhe was diſturbed by the entrance of 
che ruffians: the ſtarted up in extreme ter- 
ror, hardly ſenſible of her firuation, until they 
addreſſed her, and made a kind of an apology 
in their rude manner, for having broken in. 
upon her reſt ;. © they came to invite her to 


* Tupper.” 


Poor 


— 
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bier Adelaide had not the ſmalleſt appe- 


ate; the told them ſo r * Why,” faid che 


one ſhe moſt. diſliked, * why, it ſignifies 


nothing fretting and. grieving, we will give 


you the beſt of every thing, and perhaps a 
ſhort time hence, more liberty and another 
country ; if it's not your own fault you * 


live like a princeſs.” 


= 


Indeed, anſwered ſhe faintly, *I can- 
not eat now, I am far from well, conſider 
what IL have ſuffered, torn from my poor 


father—O that I could know what is become 
of him—perhaps he yet lives.” | 


«© Do not deceive yourſelf,” faid Leſare; 


he is certainly dead, and though you may 
grieve, you cannot recall him to life, and muſt 


therefore endeavour to be reſigned; how- | 
ever,” added he, turning to the other, “we 
will leave her this night to recover herſelf, 


the will know by to-morrow that tis her i inte- 


reſt to re K 


The other . kent and ales 
d his looks terrified the hapleſs girl, 
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and ſhe trembled exceſſively. © “ Come, 
come, cried Lefare, ** let her reſt in quiet, 
| ſhe will have better ſpirits to-morrow.” The 
other, in no very pleaſant tone, bid her 
haſten to get well, as they had no time to 
play the fool, or attend on ſick folks... 


They withdrew, and leſt her almoſt breath- 
leſs with terror. She heard them loud and 
riotous in the next cell, nor did ſhe dare to 
move, or return to the lower cavern, whilſt 
they were ſo near to her. A trifling circum- 
ſtance in appearance might have ruined her: 
ſhe had left the glaſs with wine behind her; 
had the man aſked for the glaſs, or taken 
notice of its being gone, ſhe had no one ex- 


cuſe to make, and all muſt have been diſ- 


 coyered—fortunately it paſſed unnoticed, 
- and ſhe determined, when they retired to the 


oude room, „ to venture in and get len 


It ſeemed an age to her before has gave ; 
over their vociferous mirth, and a dead filence 
ö convinced hes dad had quireed the next cave. 
| - She 


7 
* 7 
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She ſtole ſoftly into it, and ſecured 0750 
but her ſtrength and ſpirits were fo reduced - 
by the occurrences of the day, and her laſt © 
fright, that ſhe faund it impoſſible ſor her to 

venture again below for that night. She re- 
commended herſelf to the protection of hea- 
ven, and threw herſelf upon the bed ; but 
ſleep did not pay her a ſecond viſit, and ſhe 
paſſed the tedious houf᷑s in painful retroſpec- 
tions, and terrihle apprehenſions of the evils 
from which ſhe ſaw. not a ray of ”_ ora - 
Fun of E e | 
Nat the leaſt * of light could find 

2 into her cave; the _— Not there- 
Lofare ſtood befars her, and bi her come 
0 breakfaft.” She dazed: not refuſe, but 
totterod into the next apartment, where coffoe 
and taaſt were placed upon the table. They 
told her ſhe Iooked . better; ſhe endeavoured ; 
to be cl. taok a cup of coffee and a bit of 

toaſt. They ſeemed pleaſed, and again 
aſſured her they wauld make her wwry happà. 
14 According 


— 
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E ates to the plan ſhe had laid down 

to herſelf; ſhe replied, It could not be ex- 
pected that ſhe ſhould be reconciled all at 

once to the loſs of a dear parent, and ſuch a 
confinement, but a few days, perhaps, would 

| bring her to more compoſure,” This an- 
X ſwer pleaſed them greatly, and they bid her 

duo as ſhe liked, either ſit in that room, or lay 
| down again for a few hours; ſhe preferred 
| the latter, an. they; pooled: not to diſturb, 

0 


her till the dinner hour. 


Extremely rejoiced at Jericy this interval 

of time to herſelf, ſhe tried to be civil and 

| thankful for their. kindneſs ; they were no 
| leſs attentive to her; Leſare put her bed in 
order, and then ſhe retired - from them. 
When in the next cell, ſhe thought there 
ſeemed to be a kind of diſpute between them, 
and high words, but at length it ſubſided, 
and their voices entirely ceaſed. She re- 
mained a conſiderable time liſtening, before 
-ſhe ventured down the ſteps to the lower 


n and a thouſand terrifying ideas made 
- x BET 
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ber tremble as ſhe proceeded; poſſibly by 
this time the man was dead; perchance the 
others might return and enter the room, then 
both his fate and her's was inevitable, as they 

| muſt know where to purſue and find her. 


In ſhort, fancy had conjured up ſuch dread- 
fuli images, that when ſhe deſcended from the 
laſt ſtair, ſhe was more dead than alive, and 

| ſtood a few moments irreſolute whether to 

advance or not, fearing ſhe heard the men 
behind her. A deep ſigh gave an inſtan- 
taneous change to her mind; ſhe ſtarted, 
went a ſtep or two, and holding out her lamp. 
beheld the poor Peaſant ſtill ſitting upright, 
and as ſhe looked at him, he held up his 
Juoy at finding him alive was nearly as 
fatal to her as apprehenſion; ſhe could not 
ſuppreſs a fudden- exclamation; -ſhe drew 
near; Do you live?” faid ſhe, * N 
3 = you will recover?” 


* Les,” 
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ee | replied he, in a very low tremu- 
lous voice; «yes, my good angel, I live by 
a miracle e > 


He could not fiy more juſt * ſhe had 


brought a freſh ſtock of wine and water; he | 


took ſome; * Tell. me,” faid he, * how 
you came here? She gave him a brief ac- 
count of what had befallen her father, and her 
own wretched fituation : he lifted his eyes 
to heaven, Forgive, forgive,” faid he 
faintly, « 1 am the cauſe eee 
fave you.” AY # 


.. His agitations iges Adelaide —in a 
ew moments he again recovered ſpeech; 
« My wounds are not dangerous, but I am 
much bruiſed in being thrown down here, 
and fo weak from loſs of blood, chat I cannot 
move.“ 

What can I 40 for you?” aſked Ade- 


„ . © Nothing,' 
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Nothing,“ he replied; © oh that 1 


could ſave you, you cannot eſcape, and, 
O my God.! what will become of you!“ 


The poor terrified girl flung herſelf on her 


knees; « will ſtay here and _ ſaid ſne 
firmly. 47 


| He looked ſteadily at her for a moment; 
c Have you courage? Can you do» a deed 
of deſperation ?” 

ce Doubt me not, anſwered ſhe eagerly, 


& I can, I will do any thing, to eſcape the 
power of thoſe wretches.” 


He pointed to his pocket; his emotions 
were too much for his ſtrength, the words 
died on his lips; ſhe ſearched his pocket; | 
and found a large claſped knife. 


« Heaven be thanked,” faid ſhe; © death 


is in my own power; this will * me 
from worſe evi. 1 | 


« Stop, 
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de Stop, ſtop,” he cried, gaſping for 
breath, give death to villains, but fave 


yourſelf ; that be your laſt reſource.” # BY 


many intervals and pauſes, he at length gave 
her to underſtand that one of them was gene- 
rally on the mountain, reconnoitring for paſ- 


- - ſehgers, whilſt two uſed to remain in the 


' Caves; now only one could be there. In a 
particular place in the middle cave they kept 
their fire arms, he ſaid, „if ſhe could find 
an opportunity to ſecure a brace of piſtols, 
and had courage to fire them off, there was 

little doubt but that ſhe might deſtroy both 
villains.” V 


Adelaide ſhuddered at the plan; «7 have 
courage to brave death,” faid ſhe, or ſuffer 


any miſeries except thoſe I dread here; but 


to commit deliberate murder, i is what. I can- 
not do they deſerve death—they have mur- 
dered my deareſt father, but I cannot do a 
deed fo dreadful, in a cool premeditated man- 
ner, whatever I might be driven to attempt 
1n a trying moment, to preſerve myſelf,” T“ 

| 32 hs Well, 


IN 
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de Well. then, aid he, groaning, « you 
muſt truſt in Sar yes, no N power 
can deliver you. T 

« Fear not, replied the, < I feel courage 
now that I have the means to free myſelf; 


perhaps 1 may gain time, then you will get 
better; you may yet fave me. 


He ſighed heavily 3 *I fear not, my "me 


is very doubtful; ſtiff, weak, incapable of 
moving, much bruiſed, and lying on this 
damp 2 death is only ſuſpended, not 
overcome.” 


Adelaide, who faw the extreme difficulty 
with which he uttered a few words with TS. 
pauſes ; who beheld his weakneſs, and knew | 
how circumſcribed her power was to aſſiſt 
him; touched by his laſt words, and the con- 
viction that they were but too true, burſt 
into a flood of tears. | 2 


«We will die together,” ſaid ſhe, © 1 
| have no wiſh for exiſtence ; no parent, friend 
or hen; an outcaſt from the. world; a 


range? 
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ſtranger to its cuſtoms, and without the means 
of procuring myſelf a ſingle meal, What have 
I to do with life? Why be deſirous, of pro- 
longing an exiſtence hateful to myſelf, and in 
which no one iS intereſted ?'” 


Several 4 groans, exprefive of anguiſh 


and deſpair, eſcaped from the Poor peaſant ; 


he ſtruggled to ſpeak. 


Secure the piſtols, bring them to me, 


| heaven may give me ſtrength to preſerve 


you. 


| She left him a freſh ſupply cf wine, water 


and biſcuit, and haſtened back to her miſer- 
able apartment. She threw herſelf on the 
bed, and remained under the moſt painful 


agitations, till one of the men entered, and 


requeſted ſhe would come to dinner. 


T rembling and fearful ſhe followed him; 


the table was ſpread with ſeveral delicacies; 
mo 18 felt Little inclination to eat, 


| under 
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| * the e of her misfortunes, with 
ſuch company, and in a place ſo horrid; but 
afraid of irritating them, ſhe tried to ſwallow 
a few mouthfuls, and ſuppreſs her feelings: 
The dinner over, during which time ſhe had 
marked out the place where ſhe had been 
told the fire arms were depoſited, and reſolved 
to brave the hazard of ſecuring them, if ſhe 
had an opportunity. The. men grew very 
free; one of them attempted to kiſs. her; ſhe 
ſhrunk from him diſguſted and terrified. 


« Come, come, my pretty dear,” ſaid he, 
ce don't be fo coy, theſe airs won't do here; ; 
we are your maſters remember.“ 

« ] don't wiſh to offend you,” 0 
trembling girl, © but I am yet weak and 
ill, my ſpirits cannot return all at once.“ 

« True,” ſaid Leſare, © conſider, Jacques, 
his is a great change to ee: we muſt alloy 
her a day or two to recover.“ 

« Phoo; recover,” returned the other, 
re, we ſhall recover her I warrafit you ; to be 
plain, my ſweet miſtreſs, you are to be our 
vol. I H wife 


* 
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wife, and if you behave well, you ſhall have 
gold, jewels, and every thing you can deſire, 
and in time return to the light, and mingle 

with the world: but if you are ill- natured 
and coy, we ſhall pleaſe ourſelves in ſpite of 
you, and treat you as you deſerve.“ 


What Adelaide felt at this inſolent avowal, 
may be more eaſily conceived than deſcribed ; 
à univerſal ſhivering ſeized her, and ſhe threw 

a look fo piteous on Lefare, that, villain as he 
was, he felt its full force. : 


No more of this,” ſaid he, © at preſent ; 
“let her get well, and then we will teach her 
her duty. 29 N 
AI muſt retire,” cried the terrified girl, 
« I am very ſick and faint.” 

« You may go,” ſaid the hardened vil- 
lain, „but all this nonſenſe won't do; get 
yourſelf better againſt night chats all.” 


With difficulty the returned to her cell, 
and ſinking on the bed, abandoned herſelf to 
24 ll. 
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all the horrors of her fate, from Whence ſhe 
faw no poſlibility of eſcaping but by death, 
and for this ſhe endeavoured to prepare her- 
ſelf. Alas! the deſire of life is not. ſo eaſily 
extinguiſhed ; even in the moment of deſpair, 
in the anguiſh of pain and wretchedneſs, that - 
vital principle retains its power, and tis with 
horror we ſhrink at the view of that laſt re- 
fuge from the miſeries of life, © that bourne, 
from whence no traveller returns.” | 


Under this impreſſion, though hopeleſs of 
any relief, any countenance from the world, 
without a parent, or a home; yet when the 
unfortunate Adelaide ſeemed reduced to the 
laſt neceſſity of reſigning her life; ſhe found 
nature was repugnant to the idea, and inex- 
preſſible terror accompanied every effort ſhe 
made to acquire reſolution for the deed. 


re Gracious heaven!” the exclaimed, 
* either deliver me from this dreadful fitua- 
tpn, or give me * to deliver 888 1 
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She addreſſed herſelf in ardent ſupplication 
to the Divine Being, when her prayers were 
ſuddenly interrupted by the loud voices of the 
two men. 8 2 | 
She liſtened, found they were in high diſ- 
pute, which increaſed every moment with 
much violence ; when a kind of ſcuffle en- 
ſued; ſhe heard an exclamation, followed by 
a groan, and immediately the villain who had 
inſulted” her, darted into her room. 


She ſprung from the bed, and flew thro' 
the opening, ſcarcely in her ſenſes; he pur- 


_ fued her with horrid oaths; all was dark; 


ſhe. had time to draw her knife'as her laſt 
hope, when he caught hold of her. Deſpair 
and terror gave her inſtant courage; ſhe 
ſtruck a random blow with much force; his 
hold gave way, and he fell with bitter curſes. 
For a moment ſhe ſtood petrified with horror, 
then groped her way back to her room, took 
up the lamp, and "trembling with dread and 
apprehenſion, 
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apprehenſion, returned to the cave where 
the wretch lay weltering in his blood. 


She ſhuddered' and ſcreamed at the dread- 
ful object before her; the idea of having 
murdered the man, run like a bolt of ice.to 
her heart. « My God!“ ſhe cried, © what 
have I done!” Again ſhe looked at him; 
he was not dead; he breathed, and his eyes 
ſtill looked fierce and vengeful. Not all the 


turpitude of his actions, nor the dangers which 


had threatened herſelf, could reconcile her to 
the ſelf- accuſation. of murder: ſhe ſtood for 
a moment. almoſt ſenſeleſs with the ſhock, 
when inſtantly recollecting the peaſant, ſhe 
tottered down the broken. fragments to ſeek. 
his advice. a 


| When ſhe came near the bottom; a faint” 
_ exclamation made her halt, ſhe extended her 
lamp, and beheld the poor man laying acroſs 


the laſt ſtair. He had heard the ſcuffle, her 
ſcreams, and dreading the outrages he ſup- 
poſed ſhe was ſubjected to, urged by deſpair, 
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with incredible pain he had dragged himſolf 


from the place he was fixed at, and reached 
the bottom ſtair; here his ſtrength failed 


him, and he lay exhauſted, incapable of either 


ſpeaking or moving, till he beheld her de- 


ſcending; joy at ſeeing her, and fear leſt ſhe 


ſhould fall over him, urged from him a feeble 
exclamation, which happily ſaved her. 


She carefully got beſide him, and aſſiſting 
his efforts, raiſed him once more. againſt the 
wall; ſhe then haſtily related what had paſt, 
declaring ſhe ſhould be for ever miſerable if 
the man died. When alittle recovered from 
the violent agitations he had endured, he be- 
ſought her to be eaſy ; the man deſerved a 
thouſand deaths for his many atrocious villa» 
nies. | ; 

« But,” cried ſhe, © his murder.” 

« Murder,” ſaid he, call it not murder, 
you wounded him in your own defence, in 
the dark: Did he not murder your father ? 


Would he not have deſtroyed you?? 


3 « Moſt 


' THE MOUNTAINS. ker 


** Moſt true,” anſwered ſhe, fighing, 
* but I ſhall be for ever unhappy, notwith- 
ſtanding his crimes,” — Then recollecting 


herſelf, * I will return, and venture to look 
what is becume of Leſare; I believe the vil- 


lain has killed him.“ 
« If ſo,” faid the peaſant, © we have 


nothing to fear; you will find neceſſaries ſuch. 


as may pelibh preſerve my life,” 


This -olfibility made her fpring from the 
ground, though his weakneſs, and the diffi- 


culty with which he ſpoke, permitted but 
little hope; yet willing to indulge it, ſhe 
quickly reaſcended the ſteps, where the object 
of her terror and remorſe again met her view ; 
but the eyes were no longer animated, and he 
had ceaſed to breathe—the ſtroke was mortal, 


which ſhe had blindly directed to his heart. 


Shuddering as ſhe paſt the body, on her 


return to her cell, ſne ſet down the lamp for 
a few minutes, that 
the horrors of her mind, and gain reſolution 


„ to 


might recover from 
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to meet freſh terrific objects in the adjoining 
room. But her imagination was ſo replete 
with dreadful ideas, that ſhe trembled at be- 
ing alone; ſnatching up the light, ſhe paſſed 
through to the other cell, and there beheld 
Lefare bleeding on the ground, though he 
had raiſed himſelf againſt the table, and was 
2 his hand wn to his fide, 


Surpriſe FP Joy were viſible in his looks Z 
Fou are ſafe, you are ſafe ]“ he repeated, 
in a tremulous, but in a tone of joy. . 
is Jacques?” 

« Dead!” anſwered ſhe, © ' orinking with 
terror as ſhe ſpoke. | 
Dead ] and by you?” 

« Yes, I wounded him in the ak; ; he 
is no more—and you, you are wounded alſo, 7 

e But not mortally,” ſaid he, could I. 
gun the blood, I think the blow i is not 
n 
NN Charity, damen ſaid er urges 
me to fave you, but I” I- wy at a 


_ * * TH 10 Cin 1 
| r | ** 50 No,” 


— 
oo 
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* No,” replied he, * this wound I got 
in your defence; if I live, I will devote my 


life to ſerve you; but I expect it not, you 
have no right to truſt me: I that ſmall 
cheſt you will find plenty of gold, take 1 19 
eſcape, and leave me to my fate. 

“ Heaven forbid!” cried Adelaide, «I 
will perform my duty, and fave you if —_ 
ſible.” 


Sbe preſently got linen, bound up the 
wound, which was: im his fide, and placing 


ſome garments on the floor, aſſiſted him to 
lay on them, a ſmall diſtance from. the. fire; 
ſite gave: him wine and water. 

He then dicted her to «caſt where ſhe* 
would find ſome bottles of adihirable balſam 
for the cure of wounds, with lint and other 


proper bandages, which they had procured 
for their own uſe, if they ſhould at any time 


have met with reſiſtance, or received any 
accidental wounds. This was indeed a prize 
4 70 


17 
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to Adelaide, ſhe could now Carry aid to ey 
poor peaſant. | 


She ſtaid, however, to give Leſare the 
aſſiſtance he required, and then haſtened away 
with a bottle and linen to her other patient, 
regardleſs, in that moment, what conjectures 
Leſare might form on ſceing her go off with 
the things. She turned her lamp from the 
dead man as ſhe paſſed, and joyfully deſcend- 
ed to give the peaſant that balſam, the 
| efficacy of which, Leſare appeared not to. 

doubt. 


In that trying hour, Adelaide made huma- 
nity ſupercede the rigid forms of delicacy ;. 
ſhe bathed the wound, the ſhoulders, back. 
and arms of the poor man, who was incapable 
of helping himſelf, and then applying linen, 
ſteeped in the balſam, ſhe left him with an. 
aſſurance that ſhe would get warm clothing, 
to lay under him, and ſome proper food. 


He 
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He could not but applaud her kindneſs to 
Leſare, though he was not without ſome ap- 
prehenſions that his ſituation, more than # 
change of principles, was the foundation of 
his apparent attention to her; but he did not 
mention his ſuſpicions, that he might not 
deſtroy the preſent tranquillity the laſt hour 
had given birth to. In the eagerneſs. with 
which Adelaide had accompanied the two 
wounded men, ſhe had for a time forgotten 
the preceeding dreadful occurrence; but 
when ſhe had done all that was neceſſary, and: 
found by Leſare's watch that it was midnight, 
and that they ought to be left to reſt; when 
ſne retired to her diſmal cell and. wretched: 
bed, fatigued, faint and ſpiritleſs, the recol- 
lection returned moſt forcibly to her mind, 
with redoubled horror; ſhe threw her eyes; 
round the room ; the gloom which-the lamp- 
only ſerved to make viſible, conjured up a: 
hundred fantaſtic images, and ſhe every mo- 
ment conceived. ſhadows were fliting before 
her, and that ſhe heard the moſt diſmal 
noiſes. Some hours ſhe paſt in this frightful 
6 | ſtate, 


* * 
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"Nate, till ſleep fell heavily upon her l 


and for à time oblivion threw a veil over all 


her troubles. 


Tis impoſſible. to conceive a ſituation 
more replete with horror, than this unfortu- 
nate girl's, not yet ſeventeen, taken from a 
pezceful convent, to ſee the laſt hour of a 

darling mother, compelled to partake of the 
bitter misfortunes of a father. A little re- 
conciled to ſolitude and the want of ſociety, 
then all at once plunged into a frightful abyſs 
of ſorrows :—4 father murdered, herſelf in 
the power of ruffians, the terrors her curioſity: 
bad drawn upon her; the evils ſhe hourly 
dreaded, and at length preſerved herſelf from, 
by the deſperate act of killing a villa, who, 
however he deſerved death, and the wound 
ſhe had given was to fave herſelf, in a mo- 
ment that threatened her with inevitable- 
ruin; yet her timid gentle nature ſhrunk: 
from the rechllection, as if ſhe had committed. 
an unpardonable crime. 


I 
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If ſuch were her paſt and preſent calamities, 
what were her future proſpects? A forlorn; 
unprotected female, ſubject to the power of 
two men, on-whoſe principles ſhe could have: 
no dependance ; or if ſhe left them, and ven- 
tured from the mountain, ſhe was unacquaint- 
ed with the roads, either to her late reſidence, . 
whither her anxious. wiſhes would carry her, 
to know the fate of her deeply regretted 
father; or to any aſylum where ſne might 
claim aſſiſtance; in rambling among the 
rocks and mountains, ſne might poſlibly en- 
counter ſtill greater. dangers. than. thoſe. 1 0 | 
_ from. 


Such - were the variety of painful ont 
that afflicted the mind of Adelaide, till Mor- 
pheus, in pity, dropped his poppy on her- 
weary. eye-lids, and threw her into a 1 
en 


* 


For ſome hours ſhe enjoyed eee 
reſt, and when ſhe walked, found her ſtrength. 
reoruited, and her n leſs agitated. For- 


titude 
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titude was abſolutely eſſential to ſupport her 
under her preſent conflicts; and that ſhe im- 
plored heaven to grant her, conſcious, that 
from her-Almighty Father alone, ſhe could 
hope to derive: courage to ſtruggle through. 
the misfortunes ſhe was deſtined to endure, 


She roſe from ena bed, with con- 
fidence in the protection of heaven, and a 
mind of deſperate compoſure to brave the 
evils ſhe expected. Her firſt viſit was to- 

the cavern. below; ſhe dragged a blanket 

| from her bed for his accommodation; with 
equal ſurpriſe and pleaſure ſhe beheld him 
capable of lifting, up his head, and WR ing 
| his hand to her. 


. My . angel,” ſaid he, J am in 
| heaven: from the ſalutary effects of the bal» 
ſam, which you adminiſtered with ſo much: 
condeſcenſion. I have had reſt, and do not. 
doubt now, but that I ſhall recover. 


o 
Sh 
* 
* 


/ 


* 


ferve, at the deſirable change ſhe obſerved, 


* tection ;- and were it otherwiſe, ſo much time 
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- She expreſſed her ſatisfaction without re- 


but quickly cried out, Oh that J had been 
with my father, that I could now find him, 
and pour this balſam into his wounds? 

66 Alas!“ replied he, © I fear the villains 
made ſure work to ſave themſelves from de- 


has elapſcd, that all human. Es muſt be in 


vain.” 


She lifted her eyes to heaven in an agony: 
of grief, her boſom ſur charged with ſighs, 
and incapable of giving utterance to the ſor- 


row that oppreſſed. her. He beheld. her 
ſituation with. ſtrong emotions. 


c Spare yourſelf,” ſaid he, remember, 
that dear parent you lament, is no longer ſub 
ject to pain or ſorrow.” 


. * Oh, no!“ cried ſnhe, recovering at once 


by this well timed obſervation, . No l adver- 
ty and heart piercing grief can wound him 
no more; he is united to my angel mother, 


ny 
% 


We 
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and both, perhaps, are now the guardian 
ſpirits of their friendleſs, unhappy Adelaide. 
Dear, bleſſed: forms, added ſhe, lifting up 
her ſupplicating hands, «preſerve. me from 
the pityleſs machinatidns of mankind, let me 
live good and innocent, or ſoon be recalled 
to join yours in the-realms of. bliſs 1” ba 


This apoſtrophe greatly afieRed the pea- 
fant, 


& Doubt not, ſaid he, but innocence- 
and goodneſs like your's, is heaven's peculiar 
care; exert your reaſon and fortitude, and I 
truſt you will ſoon riſe ſuperior: t to the mis- 
fortunes that oppreſs your mind,” 

« ] rejoice indeed,” returned ſhe, mourn+ 
fully, that I have been the inſtrument to 
preſerve your life ; and if Leſare alſo reco- 
vers, I may in time feel eſs reproach and. 
horror than I now do; for the raſh act of de- 
ſtroying the unhappy wretch above, whoſe 

criminal deſigns would have been 2 
fatal to me, as to you and Lefare,” 


6, You. 
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cc You have no chi fr regret on Mis - 


account,” anſwered the peaſant, © he would 
only have committed freſh crimes ; from the 
atrocity of his diſpoſition T well know, that 
by the accidental death you have given him, 

you have not only preſerved three lives here, 

but have ſaved the lives and property of many + 
others, who, in travelling, would moſt pro- 
bably have fallen victims to his unbounded | 
. * 


Adelaide made no reply; a very painful 
doubt had juſt taken poſſeſſion of her mind; 

| he obſerved her ſilence, and judging it was 

grief that impeded her words, he added, 

« Heaven made you the inſtrument of its 

righteous vengeance, let that reflection ſpeak 

peace to your mind; I bow with gratitude to 


heaven and. you for my preſervation 1 


book that I had accidentally placed in my 
boſom, warded off the worſt directed blow, 
which he thought compleated his purpoſe ; 
and being thrown down here, to all human 
conception, muſt have ended my exiſtence; 


o 
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and indeed a very few hours would hive put 


2 period to my life, had not-your admirable 
courage and . recalled my e 


o 97 


Still Adelaide was flent; he had fatigued 
bimGtfio talking ſo much, and was ſilent 


| allo. She ſtarted from her reverie, 


„ Let me,” ſaid ſhe, © aſſiſt you on this 


"blanket, I will then go to Leſare, and after 


return to you with more refreſhments,” 


Whether it was her locks, ar the ahfence 
of mind, which was very. viſihle, or the tone 


of her voice, that affected him, cannot be 


ſaid, but he ſeemed to be greatly . 


hen the tumed to leave him. 


„Ahle cried he, when ſhall 1 be 
capable of enpreſſing what I feel, or able to 


attend you ſtom W abyſs?” 


I hope ſoon,” ſhe replied, © would to 
heaven ary one could remove that terrifying. 
| object. 
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object that I am obliged to paſs in coming 


here, it freezes my blood, bao on turn my 


cyes from it.“ 


* [nnocence has d N to fear,” * return- 
ed he. ” 


e True,“ ſaid ſhe, t innocence ongbt not 


to fear, yet neither is it always fafe when ex- 


poſed to the arts of the wicked,” 


Agitated by many afflicting ideas, Ade · 


cave, nor could ſhe preſently recover herfelf 


ſo as to viſit Lefare. She was ſenſible that 
her haſty retreat from him the preceding - 


night, might occaſion various conjectures in 
his mind; for that ſhe muſt account as welt 


as the could, reſolved not to betray the ſecret 


of the other's exiſtence for the preſent. 


On entering the next cave, ſhe found Le- 
ſare · much better, and impatiently expecting 


her; ſhe was now obliged to make the fire, 


and prepare breakfaſt for herſelf, as well as 
ee he told her, in a few days he 


hoped 5 


laide aſcended the ſteps, and returned to her 
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hoped to be capable of taking that trouble 
from her, being convinced that his wound 
- would ſoon be of no conſequence, from the 
powerful effects of the balſam. But,“ ad- 


deed he, I obſerved you to carry off ſome 


of it, with bandages I hope you were not 
hurt in your ſcuffie with Jacques. 

A (light hurt only? anſwered ſhe, © a 
meer bruiſe, which J ſcarcely feel _ | 
This ſatisfied him. £0 


She took bs breakfaſt, gave him ſome, 
1 Was gun * | | 


« Is not this room eren for you?” 
aſked] he. | 
__ & T do indeed want air,” ſaid ſhe, © b und: 
will therefore walk to the out ward cave.“ 


Leſare replied not, but ſne ſaw that he 
looked concerned; of that ſne took no no- 
tice, but went through the aperture, and from 
thence to a ſmall kind of platform they had 
made as an entrance from this ſpot. She 

. | — 
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bod an extenſive proſpect of mountains 
and vallies, the latter in high cultivation, for 
here nature had been laviſh of her bounties, 

and had Joined the ſublime and beautiful; 

terrific rocks, whoſe tops ſeemed to reach the 
clouds, and fertile vallies watered by tranſpa- 
rent rivulets lying between them. 


Shut out from the light ſo long, her eyes 
could not immediately bear the — rays 
of the glorious luminary, juſt riſing above 
the eaſtern. mountain; it was firſt a painful 
delight to ſurvey the ſurrounding wonders, - - 
but as her ſight grew ſtronger, ſhe: looked 
with eager anxiety to trace the ſpot from 
whence . ſhe had been torn by the lawleſs 
uffn from a dying parent. | . 


Alas! icnarant of her preſent auen 
ſhe knew not where to direct her eye: no 
veſtige of any dwelling appeared: no path 
that ſeemed made for the convenience of 


travellers, and every ſtep before her appeared 


dangerous, and almoſt impaſſable. Wretch- 
; „ IT IE BOS 7 
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ed Adelaide!” cried ſhe, in the anguiſh of 
the moment, what are thy hopes? From 
whence canſt thou derive one cheering ray, 
that may extricate thee from this horrid 
ſituation? buried in the boſom of the moun- 
tains, a companion to robbers, eſcaped from 
immediate danger by a deed that fixes horror 
on thy mind, and preſerved only, perhaps, 
to ſuffer from the premeditated villany of 
others! Juſt heaven, added the, lifting up 
her ſupplicating hands, tears trembling in her 
eyes, Juſt heaven protect an unhappy friend- 
leſs orphan ! Oh that | could find the way to 
my former dwelling. Alas! without a child 
to cloſe his eyes; without a friend to com- 
mit his clay-cold body to the earth, he lies 
expoſed to fowls and beafts of prey, and a 
mind good and virtuous as an angel, has been 
overpowered by his cruel enemies, now to 
riſe no more. No more, did I ſay? Oh, yes, 
the ſoul, the pure mind, has e' er now re- 
ceived is bright reward from heavenly juſ- 
tice, and could theſe hands but cover the liſe + 
9 * 
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be {fiſh; my deareſt parents are happy, 1 
only am the heir to miſery, 


Overcome by a variety of contending 
emotions and diſtracting thoughts, ſhe ſtood 
5 leaning againſt the fide of the rock, unheed- 
ing of the time ſhe had been there, when the 

| ſound of a voice ſtartled her, and turning her 
head, ſhe beheld Leſare on his hands and 
knees, at the entrance of the cave. 
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« pe eried he, © is it t poſſible you 

could come fo far? Tes,“ returned he, 
& your long abſence terrified me, I was fear- 
ful you had met with ſome accident, and ay 
fears have dragged me here.” 

I know not, indeed,” ſaid ſhe, „how 
long I have been engaged by the variety of 
the proſpects, and my own reflections, but you 
cannot be ſurpriſed that I ſhould forget my- 

| elf, when contemplating objects ſo new to 
me. Pray fatisfy me in what direction is 
Attuated that cottage, where I have paſſed ſo 
Ry tranquil * and which has lately 


been 
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been made the graye of my happineſs? Ah!” 
added ſhe, weeping, © what had my dear 
father done, to deſerve death from your bar- 
barous hands? 
« Nat from mine, anſwered Lefare, ec <] 
- killed him not, I thought not of him, you 
was the. prize I ſought for. | 
« How ?”* returned Adelaide, me; how | 
ſhould you know me? 2 1 
c Return,” ſaid he, © to the cave, and I 
will acquaint you with every circumſtance.” 


She followed in ſilence, reluctant to quit the 
light, and be ſecluded with ſuch a companion, 
With difficulty he crept back, and both being 
ſeated, he related to her the encounter they 
had with her father; the oath exacted from 
him, and the offer of Lewis, one of their fel- 
lows, to accompany him to his dwelling. 
Wöben Lewis returned, continued he, he 
diſſipated our apprehenſions, by aſſuring us 
the cottager had ſpoken truth, and lived in a 
ſolitary hut with a daughter, a meer child. I 
know not how it was, but the manner in 


2 * which 
4 
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which he mentioned this child, and the. me- 
lancholy that took. poſſeſſion of his features, 
induced me to-belleve that be dance 
Iy, 755 the bollowing mornings, -coritrary/ts 3 


his uſual cuſtom, he offered to go out on the 


ſcout. I then mentioned my ſuſpicions to 

Jacques; we traced kim unſeen to your cot- 
tage, and ſaw both you and your facher con- 

verſing very friendly. My companion was 
enraged at him, concluding he had betrayed 
us; I was no leſs e was bee. 4 
ei it pour beauty. b l xtra 


} 


| Poor Adelaide fel no pride. at this decls ; 
| ratioh. WY = | 


* , * # * 16” 


3 ga qe 2 ace eye on Kins, 


e he bundle of things taken from 


our ſtock; and followed him a fecond time to 
and from you. We then determined to 
deſtroy him ; accordingly; under a pretence 
ol going down to a lower cavera to look at 
ie; with a view to depoſit our treaſure, Jacques 
Nabbed him ar the entrance; and we threw 


Vor. 1 1. | I | | bim a | 


| hole, where the body could be no inconve- 
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him over the broken ſteps into that deep 


nience to us. We then formed the plan of 
ſurpriſing your father, effectually to prevent 
— CEO EIT . * 
» 5 
c eue we rde ieee 
Wich ſome trouble, to bring you ſenſeleſs to 
this place, Jacques was determined to have 
you that night, in ſpite of your illneis; I was 
equally reſolved to oppoſe. him, for two 
reaſons, one was becauſe I pitied you, and the 
other, becauſe I was contriving how to deliver 
you from him, get poſſeſſion of my ſhare of 
the riches here concealed, and to marry you 
in ſome country, where we could live happy 


and unobſerved. On this we quarralled: he 


e will leave this place together, we ſhall 


wanted to break in upon you, I, ſwore he 
ſhould not, and before I could get within 
reach of any weapon, he wounded me, and 
few to ou. This is the whole affair; 5 
-ſaved you, and I love you; when I um well, 


have riches enough ; al aa: _ you 


' | is, 
. © 2 3 #& 3 2 F 
: . \ . 0 . : * 
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is, a ſolemn, oath to marry me, and nerer | 
pee mm nn 
here. As ; Li. | 


Adelaide heard Lefare with equal horrot 
and deteſtation, and when urged” by him to 
reply to his propoſition, ſhe only deſited time 
might be allowed to her for the dimunition 
ol her ſorrows; But teil me, added ſhe, 
6 how far is this from our "INES __ 
which way does it e 
„ Tis impoſſible — n 
ve we croſs a wood, and ſome craggy hills. | 
known only to ourſelves; And why are you- 
ſo inquilinve ? your father is dead, and the 
little property you left is of no value; I have 
already faid, here is riches enough in cheſe 
e wi pens Segway FO | 


VI fy AS q 
101. 1 % C54] 4 * 


Ms L Fan e og 3 
Sbe faw it was in vain to expect FO 
tion from him, or any hopes that he would 
ave ler, independent of His own gratifica- 
kong” it ns pretty evident from his own 
ns d i relation, 
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RE that Yall quarrel with * was 
more owing to the paſſion he had conceived 


Lr her thin his cps agg) 'of her honor. 


- After pauſing ſome time, the aſked Aber 
ſuddenly, Who was that Lewis? Had he 
long been 4 oompanion of theirs ??: 
Did he not give you an aocoune of im- 


5 . demanded Leſare, in return. 
No,“ ſhe replied, he "ZIP un- 


2 and melancholy; and aſked permiſſion 
to witic us: my father, iny dear martyred 


father kept your ſectet faithſully; he told me 
that the mum was a peaſant, who had directed 


him home, but never mentioned one word 
of his companion. NG 91111 
know nothing of che: fellow, anſwer- 
ed Leſure, careleſsly, it matters not Who 

he was, it was his intention to betray us, and 


therefore he bac ann eee perjury 
| re 67 Ria di en 
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— „Adchide, fad no more, indeed- Mes 


rr Leſare unexpectedly had 


opened 


* 


3 1 

ruf WounTAaINs. 8 
opened his deſigns upon her; he had crept - 
out ü room with ſome re twas 
| ſhaw might, in a hy or two, endet him | 
formidable and dangerous: What then might | 
become of her? Lewis, as he called the 
wounded peafint; was in a much more doubt- 
ful ſtate, becauſe of his bruiſes; And who- 
was this Lewis? he might be equally; fuld, 
ſelfiſn and wicked: Now ſhe might eſcape 
from both; But where could ſhe 80 7 What | 
firther- dangers might” ſhe' not precipitate. 
Herſelf into? or ſhe might ſtarve im the 
mountains. Such were the tormenting ideas 
that obtruded vpn her minds Lene e . 
ur obſerved! NE POT e e 1 l 


-t d lee ach fi at. wales vi Dy" 
* YE” Do not be ppp; aid he bee en 
mall have no cauſe to repent coming here; 
| you ſhalt ſoon go ints'the! world, and enjoy 
"all its pleaſures ; Every" hour > oh ww 2 7 | 
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This laſt aſſertion was a dagger to the heart 
of Adelaitle; yet endeavouring to cover her 
diſtreſs, ſhe faintly ſaid She was glad to 

hear it; and added, ae WO: hs: 0 
1 few hours to her bed.“ . 
ee, He defired ſhe" monks. pt * As. he 
Mou alſo like to reſt, aſter the exertions he 

had made, 1 were e ke has. 

n, 2 | . 5 
* 
. het. wa ace to 8 the 
| was convinced her only chance of eſcaping 
| fromthe evils ſhe had to apprehend, was by 
flight, now when Leſare could not purſue 
ber. Yet, could ſhe leave the poor peaſant 
* to periſh, aſter reſtoring him to liſe? Was he 
c equally culpable with the others? ſhe could 
not believe it; his behaviour at the cottage ; 
+4 his melancholy ; their ſuſpicions of him, and 
his tender anxiety for her, ſo unlike what 
Leſare expreſſed, all were circumſtances * 
Hoke in Aren ö 44 
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Ve thought ſhe again, he cannot defend 
ſerve mln wg. hg will. be well mung 
Haoner than him, and I know. not what might 
be my fata between them. In fhart, the 
more ſhe reflected, the ſtronger were the ca- 
ſons ſhe adduced to nen W | 
men ee HA 
#7 * 414 

. was bu FS Gs he kinder | 
not one ſtep over the mountain; ſhe was 
weak, from trouble, and wane of reſt; ſhe. had 
not had her clothes off lince. ſhe. was brought 
to the caves, conſequentiy was ill caloulated 
to bear fatigue, or meet the dangers. ſhe as 
likely toencounter. But all thoſe difficulties | 
weis bed light in the balance, agaiaſk the hor- 
tor of being ſubjected to the power of Leſaꝶ. 
Tas true, when be thought himſelf in dan- 
ger, he had adviſed her to take gold, and * | 
eſcape; hut it ſeemed a momentary. pity. agd * , i 
- generality, which ſoon gave place: > 264 _ 
n . her ane 22 
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7:1Ater above two Hours ſpent,” in Sing 
and rejecting many plans, ſhe took courage 
to ſteal Toftly to the place where the robbers 
kept their wine, and got three bottles, with 
biſcuits; ſhe had before given Lewis the 
peaſant, a bottle of the balſam, and plenty of 

old cloth; ſhe reſolved to get ſome more 
things into her cave that night, convey the 
"whole to him, fafficient, ſhe hoped, to pre- 
ſerve him from want, till his ſtrength return- 

end. Having, at length, fixed on her plan, 
ſſme grew more compoled ; che ſtep ſhe medi- 
tated bare eg 1 _ _—_ Was no 
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- erben wire mpeg in the 
- eave, as thoſe robbers had always furniſhed 
- themſelves weekly, and were never without 
hams, tongues and eggs, to ſerve on any  , 
emergency. She boiled ſome of che latter 
for herſelf and Lefare; behaved with tolerable 
complaceney to him, and affected more tran- 
quillity than ſhe had yet ſhewn. In ſhort, 
12 Lefare ſeemed quite * in che alteration, , 
and - 


7 


and vhen ſhe-left him for the night, he con- 
gratulated himſelf on the” . he JO 
| W re — > "0 Ning cave, 
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Wikies Adelaide doppel Leſare was at 


reſt, ſne went down do the lower cavern; 
ſhe took all the neceſſaries ſhe had conveyed. 


away at different periods, down to him, tho“ 
ſhe: was obliged to return twice loaded from 


her cave. He was aſtoniſhed to ſee ſuch. | 


. andaſked wah it all meant, 


x © LS 
T2, # . 


Jam fearful,” rept ſhe, in eme cons - 
forion; «that'Leſare may ſuſpect Gmething;. - 


rom my too frequent viſits; and you muſt 


be ſenſible I loſe my; reſt, in coming here at 
night; therefore do not expect me every 
day; bu: inform me how you are, and how. 
long you ſuppoſe it may bo, before you will 


he able to emerge from this horrid place? Ye 
. hope, replied he, e in a few days; 
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I have this morning crawled up two ſteps; 5 ts 


e ae nee wth enable me een, 
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NT. five days. wo long; tlian' ante ur co 


yourſelf, by coming up a day too ſoon.” 
. But Leſare, cried he, 1 dread bbs | 
e eee Ihave no faith in his penitence.” 
<« You need not ſear him,“ -ſhe replied, 
'« he can only creep on his hands and knees, 
and in doing that, I think he does too much. 
I hope the: proviſions we have will laſt till 
you are well: Pray from whence did you get. 
them? What men of che neareſt 
town?” 
The * is far auh hence,” return- 
ed he, © for Baredge is at leaſt three leagues, 
over almoſt impaſſable mountains, and _— 
ful rocks.“ 


60 This anſwer made her ſhndder;;. but again 
the inquired: how. dittant ſhe- was men her- 
eotkuge. f 


e Non kill league,” faid he, © if you 
knew the way through the wood, and round 
the mountain; but long and dangerous! in the 
s o common 


1 
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F0mmmon road. If heaven reſtores me, 1 
will accompany. you ther. Ales! I hit 
no aſylum to offer you, and if Leſare lives, 


anſwered ſhe; c after what has happened to 
my beloved, and ever to be lamented facher. 
If . can obtain admittatice into: u conveit,, 

chat is neee 11 
. "£599: e n e ene een eee 

He Sghed; bad reply; then agen 
looking on all the neceſſaries ſhe had brought, 
and obſerving the piſtols he had mentioned 
to her, I rejoice, ſaid he, „ chat you. 
have poſſeſſed e TOs 1 Le find. | 
a uſe for them.) 


Poor Adelaide grew very hugh; 
flight, ſhe conceived, was abſolutely eſſential 


for the preſervation of herſelf, from the de- 


ſigns. of Lefare: but there appeared ſuch: 
traits of good ſenſe, humanity. and tenderneſs 
n. rp thae ſhe: * nn of 


& 
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e Nor would 1 live there for worlds” | 


ena ſeeing 
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ſeeing him, perhaps for + the lat ume, Fre 
ou: waar 4 A DOD R Abs 4/ 
"i 72a 0.4 £3 ma TER O51 
wh He obſerved increaſctl Ae | 
ſpread over her faces * Ahl“ ecried he, 
. hat a fate is mine, to ſet you thus miſer- 
able, and: to know I cannot ſerve you'; now, 
indeed, I ſcel ſor my errora, and lament my 
unworthineſa, which has deprived: me of 
every ffiend, that deer en have been 
er A 604708) 885 19 i 433 
angyord Dat 1 2 70 Annie 5 
| eee with; redeublod: concern; 
and turning to the ſtairs, It occurs to me, 
ſaid ſhes, © that. J may procure. you a lamp; 
L obſerved a ſpare one, and if 1 will 
get it for. you. SEE . 
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+. e ateoeradita to 8 room; wy | 
| liſtened, and found Leſare ſlept ſoundly, then 
ſtepping ſoſtly in, blowing out her own lamp, 
that if he waked, ſhe migbt pretend to come 
there ſor che purpoſe of lighting it; ſue 
ee the _ and ſeeing a bit of chalk, 


75 1 | | 3 
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ende ulenly died beste uke ih | 
find ſome way of-conveying'zs) Lewis the 
- knowledge of her having quitted the Caves. 
She got back to her d ο without being 
diſcovered, and then was greatly diſtreſſed 
ſor ſomething to mark tlie: chalk on Well. 
may it be ſaid; that neceſſity is the mother of 
invention for aſter vainly trying to Jobſen . 
one of the legs of che ſtool, ſne threw her eyes 
on the bundle of clothes Leſare had brought 
in, where, among other things, was ſome 
- ſhoes.” One of theſe ſhe took up, and wrote 
a ſew words on the ſole of it with the chalk; | 
then taking the A pig Jos ſhe went | 
I Lewis. 1 40d e 
CCC 
. Heres” ſaid tie, 4 is a light, which 
muſt be very deſirable to you there is oil 
luffeient to laſt ſeveral days, and I will place 
your proviſions in a dry place“ In deingg 
' "this, ſhe fixed the ſhoe ſo that it might be 
een by him, though not immediately. e 
WO. 14 03. l buns nA . os Ni 
126 Gen Hl 09. bled pit 35H - val: 


. 


1 How, eried he. i vuu Grſake | 
me? Have I oſſended you? But indeed, 
how. dare expect you ſhould deprive _ 


1 re en rr 
—— he poke 01 41wordy-abhen + 


the had compleated ber defigns . Nom,“ 
Kid ſhe; 1 ( my preſenee vill not be rade 
here ſor a day or ατο ddt A 
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ſelf of ns fors odd: nue m to. 
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* 8 this in a tone ſo. moving, thi 
the gentle heart of Adelaide was touched. 
Ido not,“ ſaid the, regret the want of 
deep, when I am of ſervice to you; heaven 
will, I hope, ſoon reſtore you to act for your- 

ſelf; but I have meaſuręs to obſerve, that 
may oblige me to give up my frequent 


viſits, though I ſhall ſeel the ſame inte reſt in 
your health and RC was con- 
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Auch, aka) 3 ok ors 2 re- 
ply; but left him, and aſcended. to her own 
cave. Here the could no . repreſs her 
| emotions 3; 


THE. MOUNTAINS: | a ? 


emotions; «I have ſeen, this poor. unſortu- 


nate man then for the laſt time; I muſt ever 


J remain in ignorance of his fate, and endure 
the painful incertitude, whether he eſcapes 


from the power of Leſare, or periſhes in the | 


cavern. Alas! I think he will not fect le 
anxiety on my account; but tis tog plain, 
from the expreſſions that eſcape his lips, that 
he has been guilty, as. well as unfortunate ; 


therefore ſmall is the reliance. I could have 
on his honor, even had he the power to ſerve 


me, Which, by his on confeſſion, he has 


not: I have no alternative then, but flight. 


n bur upon che wit 
ae mes, Bool acts 121 DEG: 
| % 2 Mz; 11 * : 


hw 2 herſelf down 5 800 and 
ene llee p, to throw a temporary oblivion 


over the ſorrows that. oppreſied her; but 


| ſhe paſſed ſeveral hours in the moſt diſtreſſing. 
reflections, before. that balmy aid lulled her 


into a ſhort. forgetſulneſs of her woes; and 


when ſhe awoke, ſhe knew not the hour, or 
| how * had ſlept. r 
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1 'the cave | where" Leſüre 
lay, and found ne. e nee 328 
Bead on his am. WOE DH Pt 


; nee AE. 
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5 - 
e Is it late r ſal the, 07 Have you been 
| long awake! WH alg7r } e art 16; - 
oft) At beat ar two, he repieds 11 am 
glad fon ne dert b oe eee ON © Ri 0% 
She made no phy, Sir ney break 
_ - faſt; ſhe hoped for the laſt time: to her great 
ſurpriſe, he was able to move about, though 
feebly, and his ſpirits ſeemed proportionabiy 
raiſed; as his ſtrength had increaſed, He 
- told her © ſhe looked very handſome, and 
that in a few days he ſhould be able to take 
little walks with her on the mountains, when: 
air and exereiſewould/eontriburs both to ere 
eee 8 
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* Ad ide experienced? no eee Seth: 
his compliments, or the proſpects he held 
out. to her $ © bran oft were differently 


ee 1 
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_ employed; in confidering bo the might 5 
W een Lone NG 
pe = ad kid 
Aſter breakfaſt he crept to the entrance, 
0 oy A little freſh air, leaving her A 
ed in ſetting things i in order Fer hib return. 
She ſeized thi opportunity to open the cheſt, 
which he had pointed out as the repoſitory of 
: heir treaſures; there was a large quantity) 
of gold pieces; ſhe haſtily pocketed' thtee 
 kandfuls, _ had Teateely bee * als 
difficuly, or” 75 had exerted = rather- 
too much. 32 F822 dan $123 dun dd 
OA 156-2156 n 1 09 2809858 ban gt „ 
Trembüing from the agitatibn 9 
ber ber narrow eſcape of being detected the- 
attracted his notice; he aſked,” Wos fe 
- in 57102 ©3 lum re i;, 
©! «Nor well,“ fad fte, „but lr ab. 
" take # mouthfül ef ait*pteſently; whithitiiay, 
relies Lats bd If e G3 Wu 2 ** 1212. 
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He e no objectiqn ; indeed he 
FF ur daun in 
eee 


This moment w was a . ane; = 
-chrough the aperture to the outer cave, and 
giving one half drawn ſighs to the memory 
ol Lewis,.. without ſtopping, on the platform, 
the turned round the fide, of the rock, from: 
the entrance of the eaye, and began to aſcend: 
the mountain with incredible ; reſolution. and 
_— bal eme. 


Sbe Sund 5 ke had Re 


= rough. and dangerous to climb; but her in- 


tention; was to deſcend at ſome diſtanece off, 


when out of obſervatiom from the cave, ps- 


he donbted not but Leſare would, ſtretclt his 
powers to the utmoſt, to reconnoitre the road 


delo the mountain, where it was. natural to | 


Auppoſe the, would go; andi indeed ber fingd 
deſign was firſt to find her father's cottage. 
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She ſcrambled over the dreary. and. rocky 
bill, till fatigued and exhauſted, ſhe was com- 
E, to reſt, Here ſhe looked round, to 

ſee if any path · way led to a deſcent, or if ſue 
could obſerve any diſtant object, ee 

1 een, 


% Nos n eye but an W 
of. hills, with here and there a valley between 
them, but to which it ſeemed impoſſible to 
deſcend. Ah!“ cried ſhe, what will 
become of me? Muſt 1 retrace my ſteps 5 
back ? 1 ſee no other Way mne de 

will walk: on, 1 may meet with ſome N 
way z to return back is out of dhe queſtion. 
now. With a beating heart and fearfubſtepy, - 
ſhe continued to e nne 
mountain. | 

25 10 25 4 


"The 1 boundleſs. but der 
Grnazion. engroſſed every faculty af her mind 
her eye wandered on vacancy, and the dif- 
. Kanes of ſublimity and. beauty no- 
otherways. | 9 
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otherways attrakted her notice, Wharf to ew 
her that ſhe' was à ſolitary wanderer, without 
the hope of meeting any traveller to ſupport 
or cheer her, and withbut knowing any one- 
| ſpot on earth, where'ſhe' ee ao ſeek a et 
on the approxehing night.” 9TH, 47% 2519 IL 


110 king! tiities N par to ter as often; 
the atte mpted to deſeend the hills, but the 
rocks were ſo eraggy, and the footing ſo. 
dangerous, that ſhe” was 'obliged to give up 

the fruitleſs effort, and purſue her way, hope- 
less, weary and exhauſted. Phus ſhe travel- 
d vn at different periods, tin the day began 
to eloſe ; the ſun had fbr ſeveral hours con- 
'cealed:its glories behind ſome heavy clouds 
that now ſeemed to roll porteritots of W 
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"Oh," cried me, topping; and G 
 wildly+ round on the different views now 
fading from her fight: Ok what wilf be- 
eome of the wretthed Adelaide ! thus alone 
_ expoſed to the ce the darkneſs of 

g 8 217730 the 
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the dight, and the dangers ſhe raid bichs i 
vept, and raiſed her imploring eyes to hea - 
ven. The ſupreme judge of the world, 
| faid ſhe, „ muſt be good and merciful, he 
will not defert a friendleſs orphan; [ will 
; Once more tty to deſcend from the mountain 
before tis total darkneſs. With cautious 
ſteps, and holding by the fragments that here 
and there projected down, hanging like ruins, 
ready to cruſh all beneath them, and which 
the dreaded might every moment give way 
with her; ſhe- «crept with equal toil and dan 
ger a good way down the fide of the ſtupen» 
ous hill; when, to her infinite ſurpriſe, and 
a joy that almoſt. proved fatal to her, from 
che violence of her emotions, ſhe diſcerned, 
a little below, a ſimilar platform to the rob- 
bers; a ſmall-low hut on it, and an old man 
er e 31M D Atte 15 
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"al [The bebe eber e Apended a © 
Auk cf epithets nor did ſhe, at 
that moment reflect, that this alſo, might be 

= 4A 88257 * wicked men. She ſent ſortk 
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n wy, which reached the ears of the 
_ perſon. below; he turned and looked up; 
could juſt diſtinguiſh a female hanging by 
the projecting fragments, and apparently in 
imminent danger of tumbling en Wen 
. the dreadful precipice. A (17-91) 


" His aprt gave way to 6 ON "A 
waſted not a moment in conjecture, but 
haſtened to her relief; and knowing the dif- 
118 ferent fafe N N was be e with 
1 708 he. * * bigs 4 * 
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10 Ghia Father l“ he exclaimed,” «my 
Child, what has befallen thee ? thou art pre- 
ferved from ar Ken rere AE by 
me, and Ker ber. 
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Juſt as the dark clouds over-ſhadowed the 

" earth, and the boiſterous winds, with ſudden 
- flaſhes of lightning, would, in all probabi- 
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Ucterace of one fingle word, and when ſeat- 
ed bythe old man, on a little ruſtic form, 
cut from the fide of the hill, ſhe preſſed her 


hand to her boſom; bowed her head, 1 7 


burſt inte a eee ge 
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Her deer was {ally Ree; the. 8 


ſimple beverage of nature was all he had to 
offer her beſides fruit; ſhe drank ſome water 
With thankfulneſs, and it reſtored her to 
ſpeech; but the loud thunder that rolled 
over her head; the vivid lightning that ſhot 
like liquid fire upon the clay raiſed floor; and 
the howling of the wind over the mountains, 
ſormed a ſcene ſo horribly terrific to Ade. 
hide, that the words died on her trembling 
lips, and ſhe gi zed wildly on the objects 
round her, expecting every moment that the 
rocks above” would bury the Cottage, and 
its inmates, beneath 1 its s cumbrous fragments. 
The 
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The man gueſſod what her ds 
were, and ſought to diſpel them; Fear 
not, ſaid he, © I have ſtood: the war of 
elements unhurt; for | ages, perhaps, theſe 
rocks have been ſuſpended: thus, more _ 
in appearance, than dangerous in reality,” © 
h cried ſhe, ſurely there is, hare 
muſt be, danger that they will at ſome time 
fall, and therefore every hour here muſt hang 
in a frightful ſuſpenſe, and N of certain 3 
Fe ine e i A 
 <,-My:igbod child,” | -replied the old man; 
e we are under the'canopy of heaven; che 
humble cottage in the mountains, the ſuperb 
dcaſtle in the valley, the wooden worlds that 
plough the ſea, and ride on the ſoaming bil- 
| _—— of rd ur all are alike 
naeſs and under never errs. Tum - your 
 ..* thoughts, my child, from the raging. of the bY 
$30 _ xemipeſt; from-the apprehenſion of evils, and 1 | 


bo in gratitude to heaven, who directed you mg 
Yo rothis ſpot, before darknoſs had laid its man- 1 
| erg -þ evordt 1175 22: 434990 ee ner: * * f 
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| Poor Adelide foe de Hall forge af s ; 
| Samara ons was cheered by the oh 
vation, for ſhe-was the child. of Providence, | 
without any earthly protector, and all het - 


hopes reſted on the father of the fatherleſs. - 


She anſwered the good man in terms of 


. thankful refignation, and though ſhe could 


any audible ee of them. 


* * 3 f 
: * 


: e e eee 
of her life, ſhe took (wp. her ory fromthe 


night her facher had toll his wap, and his ae> - 
turn next day with the peaſant; ſhe' zolned . 
' the i ubſequent events, and concluded with 
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not wholly ſubdue her terrota, the fun e x 


He very naturally inquired. by 3 
traordinary accident ſhe was ſound alone ia 
ſuch a place, fo replete. with dangers gf every 
kind, that it Ed e e | 
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had already ſuffered by, 
guided you here,” ſaid he, © will, I have 
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obſerving, that had at the hand of- Provi- 


N dence conducted her within view of his lowly 


dwelling, in all probability ſhe muſt have 
periſhed by the ſeverity of the weather, and 
the want of "refreſhment ; a want that had 
never occurred to her when ſhe quitted the 


robbers W ol | - 


The 2990 man heard her with mingled 
wonder and compaſſion; he praiſed her cou- 


rage, and pitied her misfortunes ; he was no 
ſtranger to the banditti that inſeſted the 


mountains in. different parties, though he 


knew not where they concealed themſelves, 
and rejoiced with her, that in eſcaping from 5 


the cave, ſhe had not fallen in with another 
party, as pityleſs and deſperate as thoſe ſhe 
Heaven who 


no doubt, prote& you, and poſſibly I may be 
able to procure you an aſylum, if you can be 


content en a Tolitary = and a ſingle com- 
IO a XY 
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« Ah!” replied ſhe, c to be ſecure from 

lawleſs cruel men, is the extent of my wiſhes ; 
I have not a friend on earth who is ſolicitous * 
for me, and tis of little conſequence to a ag of ; 
forlorn orphan, unknown to the world, 

what obſcure corner ſhe lingers out WM 

wretched: life.“ Pronouncing* theſe* laſt a 
wopds, ſhe threw her eyes round the {mall 
room, which ſeemed but ill Feen 
admit anonher! inmate. 


” „ 


* 
"» 


| He ſerved her, and tranſlated 1 ; 
thoughts; My child,” ſaid he, © it is not 
in this ſmall dwelling, that I. offer you an 
aſylum ; here I could not accommodate you 
for any time; but not far from hence is a 
caſtle, where a very unfortunate lady has re- 
ſided above four years paſt; I know not in- 
deed the nature of her misfortunes, but ſhe 
devotes her life to ſolitude; ſhe has but few 
domeſtics, no ſuperfluous accommodations, 
and the very frugal ſtyle ſhe lives in, ſecures 
her from all fear of inſults, from banditti, or 
plunderers of any kind, as no temptations are 
| r held 


* 
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** 
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| heldivur to invite avarice or Villauy to mo- 
leſt her. T am oſten admitted to her, I think 
—— ws/ you would cheer her 
toltary hours, and perhaps in wagon 
ee e I". 


Tbe poet of an e ws at de- 
fHrable to Adelaide, yet her heart ſeemed to 
ferl an maccountable repngnance to be ſhut 
up with this melancholy lady. Her heſita- 
tion and dovncaſt looks were obſerved by the 

. good: Hermit. N | 


ee ner dk my child,” continued 
he, © that you are not over ready to accept 
of this probable, for I do not mention it as a 
ertain aſylum; a retirement fo complete in 
the boſom of the mountains, is very incom- 
patible with the defires of youth; but my 

capacity is ſo limited, T am fo entirely uncon- 
nected with the world, that this ſequeſtered 
abode is the extent of my power to ſerve you, 
ſhould I be ſo fortunate as £0 furceett in the 
application,” 2M 


| Adelaide ; 


1 


* 
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Adelaide bluſhed, and reproached : herſelf 
for the apparent indifference. with. which ſhe 
had received' the Hermit's friendly 3 b 
Had ſhe any expectations fram the world, 
that ſhe ſhould heſitate in being ſecluded 
from it for ever? the queſtion: cauſed an in- 
rn men, 


„ Pardon Me, a kaker,” 1 
« if haue appeared leG graceful than yo | 
have a right to expect for your kindneſs; m 
mind is fo confuſed with paſt events, that 1 
can ſcarcely judge of my own ſentiments ;. 
hut be aſſuned, if through your intereſt this 
lady. you ſpeak. of, win receive me, I Wit 
e ee e e 
The good: n was charmed. wich chis | 
reply; he beſought her to take ſome bread = 
and ſruit. n | 
OT} | 


| „ ; 
| what ml phage ſupriſe you tis a liſe of 
| 6» | choice 3. 
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choice; neither misfortunes nor ill treatment 
induced me to retire from the world. I loſt 
my parents in early youth, and was brought 
up by a relation, a worthy pious man; he 
lived in the country on a ſmall eſtate ; he took 

upon him the care of my education; I was 
docile, and loved him; I imbibed all his pre- 

5 en I was inſtructed by his example. We 
kept no company but the good prieſt of the 
village, and all our amuſement out of doors 
conſiſted in doing good to our neighbours, 

Thus you ſee, I was early initiated to retire- 
ment and content. At five and twenty I loſt 

this good relation; he bequeathed to me all 

he had, ſufficient for my moderate deſires. 
I reſolved to travel, and on foot, that my 
mind might be amuſed, which was heavily 
ee p with ſorrow for my ee 


x, In paſſing han: "WS to Sem 1 
determined, on my return from the latter, to 
ſpend ſome time in ranging over this vaſt 

chain of mountains; I. did ſo, not any part 
| of it r my notice; but I vas particu- 
RTE | url 
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larly delighted with. this ſpot; its romantic 
and . pictureſque views, its entire ſecluſion 
from the world, except the caſtle -I have 
mentioned to you, charmed and attracted 
me to raiſe a ſmall hut here for an occaſional 
. reſidence, my. deſign being to fix in tho 
village a few. leagues hence. I was told of 
banditti who were numerous and cruel, but 
I reſolved to have no temptations for them ; 
but when I retired here to appear as a Her- 
mit, I purſued my plan, and for ſome years 
| this was only a temporary retreat: at length, 
as age ſtole upon me, and the little taſte I had 
N for ſociety grew every day leſs by be I. 
fixed ! in this bn en 1 


* 


ee 
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$00 MV lade income is in the hands at | 
worthy prieſt, to be managed. by him for the 
benefit of the community he belongs to. I; 
have reſigned all intereſt in it, and therefore 
cannot aſſure to you any pecuniary help, tho. 

I will, on your account, contrive to ſend, 
and recommend you to him, ſhould I fail in 
procuring you an aſylum in the caſtle. The 
K 4 | melancholy 


. / 
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mchnokboly inkabitant of chat caſtle is the 
only being I converſe wich; before the came 
there, an elderly man and woman refided in 
it, and rom them received whatever neceſ. 
fanes I wanted, beyond what the liberal hand 
of nature ſupplies. Since this lady took 
Poſſeſſon of it, the has often compelted me 


10 accept of hacuries form her gardens, but 


nina food 1 have net . 
years. | 


© 8 wn I © 
every part round theſe mountains, though of 
lte years m rambles have hot extended far; 
and once viſited the very Monk you have 
mentioned, where your father paſt a night. 
But your coftage mult have been raiſed ſince 
' I have given over long walks; 1 have no 

doubt but thee I cold direft, if not goide 
p ou to the t; Hut in truch, my deur child, 
1 ſes gage mean des; goo 


« How”. cried Adelaide, wed 
him, e ſutisfac- 


tion. - 


— 264 — 
tibn to me, if I could cover the cold remains 
of a beloved father; if I could ſee him ſaſe 

| from birds of prey? at this time it is im 

poſſible for thoſe men J have leſt in the cave 
to reach ſo far, therefore now is the opportu- 
nity I ſhould ſeize, to render my laſt duties 
to the dear author of my being, and in ſome 
degree tanquilize. y: own. mind. 1 


The TROY could not bot NO br 
filial piety; „Well, my child,“ faid he, 
if the heavens are favourable.to us, when. 
to-morrow-dawns; I will go to the caftle, and 
procure ſuch aſſiſtance as may enable you to 
execute your pious purpoſe. I would have 


you no-] retire to reſt, I will guard yout . 
flumbers, and watch for your AE 


e Indeed,” ſaid ſhe, I cannot: deprive - 
you of your bed; for the faw. that within : 
the room they fat in; there was a very ſmall. . 
cabin, with juſt ſufficient room to contain his 
bed, and no other accommodation. for him, 
eee 9006 n 


„ 0s, «Say; 
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e Say not a word on that head,“ he re- 
plied, in this room I can fleep, if it ſuits 

me, juſt as eaſily as on a bed ef down. I 
have long ceaſed to be faſtidious, and were it 


otherwiſe, humanity demands from me ſuch 


ſelf-denial, as I am perſuaded is e 
neceſſary for your health.” "4 


He and in his offer, ma ſhe nid 
no longer reſiſt his kindneſs, and fetiring into 


the little cabin, recommended herſelf to hea- 


ven, and enjoyed a ſweet and unanterrupted 
ar for many hours. | 


0 waking, ſhe entered the outer room, 


and ſaw ripe and dried fruits, with bread and 


eggs. This is your breakfaſt, ” faid the 
Hermit, I have only ſuch ſimple fare to 
offer, and happy to ſee you look thus refreſh- 


ed. I will loſe no time in going to the 


caſtle — fear nothing, ll here in perfect ſecu- 
rity till my return.“ He then took up a 


ſtout ſtaff, and deſcended the mountain, 


3 70M ſeemingly 


1 
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L ſremingly with great eaſe, from. his knov- 
ledge of the rand]. pack ia 

Adelaide law him 3 with much emo- 
tion; the perplexity of her ſituation, the un- 
certainty of her being received by this mes; 
lancholy lady, and the little comfort ſhe could 
hope to receive in her ſociety, were not the 
only things that gave her pain. The dread- 


ful cataſtrophe of her father's death, and the 


ſtate in which ſhe, had left poor Lewis in the 
cave, claimed a great portion of her concern. 


From every endearing tie of nature ſhe was 


cut off for ever, nor did the leaſt hope exiſt, 


that ſhe ſhould ever ſee, or hear of the un- 
fortunate peaſant more. | n 


She cd the money ſhe had taken, 


and bluſhed at the action which a momentary 


impulſe had ſuggeſted, ©. This money, 


ſaid ſhe, © though undoubtedly - plundered” 
from others, I can have no right to, nor will 
I receive benefit. from another's property; P 

will give it to the Hermit, he may diſpoſe of 
. . it, 


7 
7 
: 
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ir, and 1 must take ame to myſelf for the 
inconſiderate theft; for-ſuch it truly is.. 


fot his ret; be met her with a cheerful 
aſart- Good, and unexpected news,“ 
coned he, let me reft a moment, and you 
hall know every thing.” However great 
her impatience, ſhe . readily reached a ſtool 
for his accommodation, and . in ſtlence 
l he was fliſpuſed to ſpeak. 


5 
and forwoate,” ſaid he, 47 1 found the Lady 
in unuſual ſpirits, and.s for” of general buſtle 


in the caſtle; being immediately introduced 
to her on my arrival. 


. yau prove w me the truth of an obſerva- 
tion often diſputed,” —< that there is no per- 
Sf joy, but that every pltaſure has its con- 
cbmitant pain.. Refore you appeared, 1 
thought is Webs hut I muſt 
feel 
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eel much forrow In parting from n a worthy 
friend, to whom I am indebred for- N 
Pleaſant and amuſing hours.“ 


« $row, Madam,” 16d I, ee do you talk 
of parting? Are ang ane Ro: bee 
L 


ce Yes, thank heaven, h a. | 


« my enemy and perſecutor-is no more, and 
Tam now at liberty do depart from this I | 
ſolitude.” 


My Vou aſtoniſn , 1 replied, 41 2 3; 


ſuppoſed your retirement the effect of choice,” 


- 80 I choſe it ſhould be believed,” fed 
me, * becauſe I was not at liberty to-aſſion  » | 


my reaſons to any one; but I am now free, 
and ſhall, a a few days, change this dreary - 
for tis co char. country where: Pleafure reigns . 

free from deſpotiſm and female power, chat 
nn ene, ba 


dy dpi et Fedntenes W me, was, 1 
TY pretty viſible, . 
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My good father,“ continued ſhe, “ 
have been a victim to power and artifice, and 
ſaw no proſpect of my deliverance; from 
hence aroſe the melancholy that ſo long op- 
preſſed me: circumſtances are changed, and 
L am no longer the ſame perſon: tell me, 
however, if I can be uſeful to you, be aſſured 
it will add to my ſatisfaction. “ 


This was the point I wanted to bring her 
1 8 Fa 


% You can, madam, very eſſentially ſerve 
me,” I replied, © and I think derive plea- 
ſure to yourſelf, by the favor you. confer on. 
others,” | 


/ 


| then told her an amiable young woman, 
without parents or friends, claimed her pro- 
tection; I related the circumſtances which had 
thrown you under my humble roof, and re- 
pPtreſented you what you appear to me, the 
child of misfortune, but good and virtuous: 


1 had 


f - 
4 


| 1 3 : 2 
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had no call to uſe any perſuaſion; ſhe ſcarce, - 
gave me time to finiſh my ſimple narrative, 
before ſhe exclaimed, with great vivacity ; * 


« Dear Ather, ſuch a companion is the 
very thing I wiſhed for; let me ſee her with- 
out delay, ſhe ſhall partake in all my plea- 
fures; you could not oblige me more, than 
by this fortunate application. 
she then told me her ſteward would have 
orders to obey and ſupply all my wants, and 
that ſhe hoped I would - conſider the caſtle 
as much mine as her's. I loſt no time, my 
dear child, in returning with this good news; 
two ſervants will be here in a few hours, to 
attend you to the lady; and as I deſcribed 
your ſituation to be perfe&tly unfit for travel- 
ling, without hat or covering of any fort, 
they will bring ſuch neceſſaries for you. 


Adelaide heard the good man with min- 
gled emotions of pleaſure and pain; ſhe re- 
Joiced to hear of an en but ſhe bluſhed 


* | "THE G1R'L” or- 


at the idea of appearing before a lady, in a 
ſuuation ſo humiliating : particular circum - 
© ſtances precluded her from making that un- 


reſerved account of herſelf, which her pro- 


unjuſt perſecutions. 


| teftrels had a right to expect: ſhe muſt ap- 
pear under an aſſumed name: a degree of 
myſtery muſt be attached to the little com- 

munication ſhe was at liberty to give; and 
from the prejudices of che world, ſhe had 
every thing of contempt to feaf, if ſhe ven- 
. tured to declare herſelf. Even the death of 
ber father could not do away the obligations 
the was under, to be ſilent. on her own ſtory, 
ſor ſhe could neither prove his innocence, 
nor claim her right to * Kor his 


Under theſe perplexivig-ideas, poor Ade- 
laide appeared much leſs ſenſible of the favor . 
procured for her, than the Hermit expected; 
ſurpriſed at her ſilence, and the air of trouble - 
waich pervaded her countenance ; . 


dl 
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« How ids my child,” Bid he; « does 
not the protection I have obtained for you: 
give you pleaſure?” 

„Pardon me,” 1 tears drop- 1 

ping down her cheeks, © be not diſpleaſ et 

that I do not expreſs my gratitude w you ; 1 [1 
do not feel it leſs, but I am ſo tide qualified. 

to appear in the world,-that I fear I ſhall be 

| _—_ vx cs Os 2 
expected in a companton.” 

« If ſuch dh ideas char diſturb you”? 8 
returned he, * pray ſhake them off; at your 
age, folitude cannot be defirable, and my 

fear, when I thought of gecommending you: 
ts this lady, was, that the retwement. che- 

Herd in, would affect your fpirits too mach. 
Young minds fike your's, will ſoon aſfinilata 
with the world; 'you will impercepribly ar- 
quire thoſe requilites you fpeak of, and I have 
no doubt of your inclinations or talents to 

render yourſelf a pleaſing companion. 
Ahl my good facher, faid ſhe, & you 
know little of me, I am obliged to- your = 

| | TO" — 
- $ 
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 liberality and candour for a | judgment fo 

favourable,” | 

e You have given ok” ferarned 1 

* «/ of virtue and fortitude, of filial duty; 

thoſe virtues, with the modeſt diffidence you 
expreſs, of your own abilities, eſtabliſhes my 

opinion of your merit. -* 

Still,“ mid ſhe;-< though 1 am "any 
ed by that kind opinion, I think a monaſtery 
would be a more proper aſylum for an unfor- 

tunate girl, without connexions.“ 

1.40 My good child, ſaid the Hermit, 
ee that may always be a reſourſe for you, 

ſhould the ſituation. I with you to accept, 

prove not ſatisfactory. An abſolute ſecluſion 
from the world, ought to be the reſult of rea- 

ſon, experience, and a diſguſt to its follies; 
young minds. ſhould be careful not. to follow 
the firſt impulſe which diſappointment or 

' misfortune may ſuggeſt, leſt repentance ſhould 

tread faſt upon their determination, when. 

too late to preſerve them from regret and 
ſorrow.“ . hr 


n 
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_— Yet, 9 returned the, © from youth you 
have always led a life of retirement.” 


will recollect, that from infancy” I was habi- 
tuated to ſolitude, to the duties of religion; ; 
and when 1 loft my good uncle, I was Ae a 


tink broken from a chain; uſeleſs and of no 
value. I travelled through ſeveral countries, 
but unaccuſtomed to ſociety; I ſought not 

for acquaintance, nor found any one deſirous 
of beginning one with me, for my humble 


mode of travelling gave me no conſequence. 


Thus my heart was locked up, and ſolitude 


« Chiefly ſo,” anſwered he,-* but you 


” 


was naturally the object of my choice; ex- 


cept the good prieſt at Baredge, and the peo- 


ple at the caſtle, I have no communication 


with mankind. Your fituation is, and ought 
to be, different, in the hands of friendſhip 


and benevolence, you may be foſtered, and 


bloom an ornament to the world.? 
„Well,“ ſaid Adelaide, with a deep 


ſigh, © I will not ungratefully refufe this 


proof of your kindneſs; but ſhould the proſ- 


i pects now ſo alluring, darken upon me, 


where 
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- where ſhall I meet with WOW Ts heart Uke 


vyour's, to ſave me from wretchedneſs. 


« That Divine. conducting hand, that 


ſaved you from the lawleſs ruffians in the 


cave; which preſerved you from deſtruction 
on the edge of a precipice, where I found 
you, that band will guide you to ſaſety and 
happineſs, if you hold faſt your integrity and 
virtue, I will, however, give you the name 
of my friend the prieſt; and ſhould you ever 
want the aſſiſtance of a charitable good man, 
my recommendation to him, or. any. of the 


fathers of that monaſtery, will, I am ſure, 
Procure you ſome. . . 
| your faber. ; 


The tears 4 gratitude ated: 
of Adelaide; and fhe then, with ſome con- 
fuſion and heſitation, produced the money ſhe - 
had taken. fram the cave, acknowledging, 
that in the moment, ſue had Sa 


OS 


The 
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The crime,” ſaid he, f interrupting her, 
che money was without doubt the proper- 
ty of another, but the robbers could have no 
claim to. what they obtained by the moſt un- 
_ juſtifiable means; and as it cannot be re- 
ſtored to its proper owners, we may allows 
ably, in this inſtance, be permitted to extract 
good out of evil, and apply that money to the 
ſupport of virtue, which was deſigned for the 
luxury of guilt. I am no friend to ſophiſtry, 
or wiſh to varniſh over a real error, bur I 
think you may, without any violence to your 
feelings, or imputation of a crime, poſſeſs 
this money for your own benefit, The ſum 
is not large, but it will ſupply you with many 
neceſſaries requiſite for your ſituation ; it will 


be a ſort of independence that muſt give you 
a e of conſequence,” 


4 Tubmit to your e father, 1 
ſaid ſhe, | but the events which befel me in 


thoſe caves, will ever be a weight upon my 
ſpirits, having, though unwillingly, and in 
_ defence of my honor, killed a man, mrs 
a fellow 


- 
if 

x 

- 
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a a fellow creature unfit to die; the recollec- 
tion muſt always lay heavy here,“ putting 
her hand to her heart; * and whatever is my 
fate in life, can never ceaſe to be a ſource of 
ſorrow. Then the uncertainty I am in, re- 
ſpecting poor Lewis, gives. me an infinity of 
pain; for though he was an aſſociate with the 
others, 'tis plain, neither his heart nor prin- 
ciples were thoroughly abandoned; and the 
miſerable condition in which I found him, 
was in conſequence of his humanity and at- 
tention to my poor father.“ 

ce All thoſe retroſpections are painful, no 
doubt,” replied the Hermit, © but while 
your conſcience is free from premeditated 
guilt, you muſt reconcile yourſelf to events, 
you could neither foreſee nor prevent, and 
| ny as I think attach no crime to you.“ 


He had hrarcely done ſpeaking, before a 
man and woman appeared, with proper 
coverings for Adelaide to walk in. They 
accoſted her with reſpect, but her limbs 
trembled Wien preparing to leave the Her- 

mit. 
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He gave her a letter before ſhe de- 
. ſor the fathers of the monaſtery at 
Baredge; he bleſſed her with fervour, and 
aſſured her of his conſtant prayers. Seeing 
how greatly ſhe was agitated ; Take cou- 
rage, my good child; ſaid he, © fear not, 
you are the care of heaven, I may poſſibly 
ſee you again before ypu leave the Pyrenees.” 
She kiſſed his hand, and followed her con- 
ductors in ſilence. 4 

The diſtance was not great to the caſtle; 
but ſhe had to deſcend the rugg ged mountain, 
and climb another hill, not indeed ſo difficult, 
or high as the other, before her eyes fell on 


the moſt beautiful valley the bounteous hand 


of nature ever formed. A tranſparent rivulet 
run through in ſeveral directions, freſhening 
the blooming verdure, which formed a de- 
lightful contraſt to the ſurrounding moun- 
tains, and diffuſed a ſoft tranquillity. over the 
mind' of the aſtoniſhed traveller, whoſe eye 
had been fatigued with viewing only ſtupen- 

: eee 


216 THE GIRL or 


. cows hills; and comemplatog the gran! fub- 


me of the e 3 


Adelaide ſtopt involunckly ; Ce Ah! 1 how 
beautiful is that valley !” cried ſhe. - 
« Tes, ſaid the woman, © it is pretty 


enough to be ſure, when one is not confined 


to live in it always 5 but for my part, I would 
rather dwelt in a ſmall village, where one 
had plenty of neighbours, than live ina palace 


among hills and vallies, where nobody would 
think of finding one out. There,” con- 


tinued ſhe, pointing to a large antique build 


ing, juſt then in view, © there is our caftle, 
which I ſhall leave with a light heart I am 


ſure, — never W to ſee the valley 
again.“ | 

c And 4,” replied Adelaide, could 
' ſpend + the remainder of wy days in ſuch 


a #tranquil pet.“ 
& Oh then you may dem at the caſtle, | 
J dare ſay, returned the woman, © if you 


all 


Fl 
E 

t 
7. 
[ 
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all your property, I ey _ have a home | 
to go to,” | 


This ſuppoſition ſtruck the forlorn Ade - 
laide to her heart; ſhe made no reply; her 
emotions precluded ſpeech, and the momen- 
tary pleaſure ſhe had felt in the view before 
her, gave place to the moſt poignant reflec- 
tions. The woman obſerved her agitations. 
« Don't grieve, Miſs,” faid ſhe, © I dare 
fay our Lady will take care and reſtore you 
to your friends; But what became of your 
company when you was robbed on the moun- 
tains?” | 


Adelaide knew not how to reply, or in 
what manner to evade the curioſity of this 
loquacious woman. She heſitated a moment, 
and then ſaid, falteringly, © Excuſe me, I 1 
cannot ſpeak on this diſtreſſing ſubject. 


She then quickened her ſteps, and ſoon 
deſcended into the admired valley, She now 
VOL, I. L obſerved 
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© obſerved a female at ſome diſtance, who ap- 
peared to come from the caſtle, 


* 


«© Ah,” cried her conductor, © there is 
my Lady, ſhe is coming to meet you.“ 


Adelaide was ſeized with a univerſal trem - 
bling; her limbs ſcarcely ſupported her; 
and when ſhe could more clearly diſtinguiſh 

the object, the diſcovery did not tend to 
leſſen her agitations. A tall elegantly form- 
ed woman walked towards them, with a 
ſolemn ſtep and a haughty demeanour, that 
denoted a conſciouſneſs of rank, and the pro- 
tection ſhe was about to grant. 
The man and woman took themſelves off, 
and leſt the terrified girl to advance alone; 
| her emotions were fo great, that when they 
met, ſhe was totally unable to articulate a 
fingle word, TE Th 


* Do not hurry yourſelf Miſs,” ſaid the 
| Lady, glancing her large black eyes over her 
| ry «rom 


* 
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from head to foot in a moment; © I am glad 
to ſee you, poor child! you have ſuffered 


much: well, you are extremely fortunate in 
falling into ſuch good hands; father Benito 
has ſtrongly recommended you, and it will 


be your own fault if we do not live well 
together,” 


: Poor Adelaide, who had expected a re- 


ception governed by tenderneſs and delicacy, 


felt ſomething ſo cold, ſo repulſive and 


haughty in the manner, more than in the 


tenor of thoſe words, that ſne ſhrunk back 


and burſt into tears. The Lady ſeemed 
moved, ſhe took her hand; © Compoſe 
yourſelf,” ſaid ſhe, “ in me you will find a 
JOS: 0 


That laſt little word a to the 
heart of the ſuſceptible girl. © Ah! madam,” 
_ cried ſhe, preſſing her hand, © the ſtudy of 


my life will be to deſerve thay tender N. | 
lation,” 
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The Lady again viewed her with ſurpriſe ; 
ſhe led her 1 into the caſtle, and ſeated her in a 
large room, tolerably furniſhed, but without 
any thing ſuperflous or expenſive. Some 
coffee, cakes and ſweetmeats, were inſtantly 
brought in, of which Adelaide was invited to 
partake, with an air of kindneſs that a little 
diſpelled her trembling appre henſions. 


« You have reſided near theſe mountains, 


+0 underſtand * 3h 


«© Yes, Madam, ſome years.” 

« Father Joſeph tells me your cottage was 
ſurpriſed, your father murdered, and you fled 
cver the hills by night?“ - 

« Yes, Madam,” replied ſhe, tears drop- 
ping on her cheeks at the mention of that 
dear parent; © I fled indeed, and was pre- 
{crved from impending deſtruction by the 
good Hermit.“ 

« Strange, that banditti mould attack a 
cottage, they ſeldom give themſelves trouble 
but where they are ſure of plunder; I am 
rather apt to conclude you were the object in 


view: 


tay, 


3 


\ 
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view: yet your eſcape from men perfectly 
acquainted with every hill and valley, is very 
wonderful, if mer were intereſted to get you 
into their e, 


0 She fixed her large penetrating eyes on 
Adelaide, whoſe oonfaſig did not eſcape 
her ; for ſhe, unable to ſupport a deception, 
and feeling, that in what related ſolely to her- 


ſelf, ſhe ought to have no concealment to her 
benefactreſs, bluſhed exceedingly, and after 


a little pauſe, * ſhould do wrong, Madam, 
to have any reſerves to a Lady who has ſo 
kindly received me, and therefore, when my 
ſpirits are a little more compoſed, I ſhall 
freely relate what has happened to me.“ 


This promiſe pleaſed the Counteſs, for 
ſuch ſhe was, an ſhe unbended much from 
'the hauteur that had at firſt diſconcerted her 
young gueſt, and now inſpired her with ſome 
degree of confidence. ä 


5 Aſter 


% 


— 
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Aſter ſupper ſhe made an unreſerved com- 


- munication of every thing, from her father's 


meeting with the robbers. When ſhe con- 


| cluded the detail, ſhe again breathed a wiſh 


to viſit the cottage, where ſhe was perſuaded 


the body of her father ſtill remained. Whe- 


ther it was curioſity, or a generous attention 
to the feelings of Adelaide, we will not pre- 


tend to decide, but the Counteſs aſſured her 


that her wiſhes ſhould be complied with, and 


that on the following day, ſhe would diſ- 
patch two ſervants in ſearch of the cottage, 
and if it was within any poſſible diſtance for 


them to walk, or if the body remained there, 
and could be brought to the caſtle, it ſhould 
be ien in her ſmall chapel, $i So 


'This condeſcenſion was the avenue to the 


hart of Adelaide ; ſhe had touched the cord 


of her affections; and to have the dear re- 


mains of a beloved parent laid decently in the 
carth, was a favor of that extent, ſhe could 


never be ſufficiently grateful for. 


The 
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The Countehs endeavoured to turn her 
thoughts from paſt ſorrows, by anticipating 
future pleaſures ; ſhe talked of the different 
tours ſhe ſhould make through Spain and 
Italy, and her deſign to fix in one of thoſe 
,coun tries, and leave detefted France for ever. 


„ How, Madam!“ exclaimed Adelaide, 


« do you intend quitting your native country 


altogether ?” 5 ä 

« Yes,” anſwered ſhe, in an elevated 
voice, and with ſparkling eyes; © Yes, I 
ſhall leave a country where ſervices are re- 
warded with ingratitude, and where power 
can ſcreen the guilty great, whoſe crimes are 
of the higheſt magnitude; and ſuffer their 


too ready inſtruments to bear the obloquy of 
guilt, and endure the puniſhment: ] have been, | 


the victim of an ungrateful princeſs, and 
L ae | abjure all courts,” _ 


W hile ſhe was | peaking, the coll mount- 


ed to her cheeks, her eyes darted fire, her 


whole perſon aſſumed a degree of fury, that 


e made 
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made the timid Adelaide, unacquainted with 
the ſtormy paſſions, ſhrink with terror. She 
had never ſeen a female fo altered, fo diſ- 
guiſed with rage, and trembled at her furious 
glances. The Counteſs recovering from the 


momentary ſtart of paſſion, beheld the ſitua- 


tion of her young companion. 


Fou are ſurpriſed at my emotion: there 
are certain circumſtances I can never think 
of, without almoſt madneſs ; but of this no 
more. In other countries I may find peace 
and pleaſure,”? 


© She then cling the ſubject, and Ales 
ed Adelaide to accompany her to her ward- 
robe, and ſelect a few articles of dreſs for 
the preſent, until they arrived at ſome town 
where ſhe might be properly accommodated. 
Fortunately a ſuit of black ſilk, with a very 
little alteration in length, fitted her tolerably, 
for the Counteſs, though tall, was exceeding 
flender ; and other appendages was ſoon fitted 
for her the following FE 


At 
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At night ſhe was conducted to a large 
room, where an immenſe high bed, with fur- 
niture of blue velvet, much faded; tapeſtry 
hangings, with figures large as the life, and 
the chairs and tables old, and correſpondent 
, to the bed, had altogether ſuch a gloomy 

"whcomfortable appearance, that ſhe ſhudder- 
ed when the ſervant withdrew and ſhut the 
door. | 


A thouſand ridiculous ſtories ſhe had heard 
in the convent, of haunted caſtles, and ſuper- 
natural beings, croſſed her mind; and when. 
ſhe endeavoured to ſhake off the fears of idle 
ſuperſtition, living. terrors roſe to her view, 

and equally diſtreſſed her. She fat for ſome 
time without preparing to undreſs ; ſhe re- 
moved one of the time-worn window cur- 
- tains, which the moths had fretted almoſt into 
net-work, and- there beheld beauties, that 
for ſome minutes ſuſpended both terror and 
5 * 
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It was the ſolemn hour of midnight; the 
mantle of darkneſs had overſpread the earth; 

behind the towering mountains, a faint ray or̃ 

light ſeemed gradually to aſcend, and in a 

ſhort time the moon aroſe in full majeſtic 

ſplendour, emerging from behind the dark 


ſtupendous hills, throwing its bright beams 


upon thoſe terrific objects, and ſlowly advan- 
cing, brightened all the ſurface of the valley. 

The meandering ſtream reflected its ſoft and 
ſparking luſtre ; all nature ſeemed at reſt, 

and every ſtormy paſſion lulled to peace; fo 
ſtill, fo tranquil was the beauteous ſcene 
which charmed the eyes of Adclaide, and for 
a fime ſuſpended every painful thought. 


When ſhe beheld the glorious Cynthia of 


the ſkies, the radiant worlds whoſe glittering 
orbs enlightened other heavens, her heart ex- 
panded with wonder and delight; with en- 
thuſiaſtic rapture ſhe addreſſed the power 
ſupreme, who governs all, and having g pour- 
ed. out her ſoul in fervent, prayer, her mind 
grew harmonized, her ſpirits cheered, and 

after 


—— 
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after ſome minutes of awful contemplation, | 


ſhe cloſed the curtain and prepared for bed, 


diveſted of her. terrors, and confident of 


1 Ts 


A ſweet and uninterrupted lleep, ſuch. as 
| ſhe had not enjoyed for many nights, reſtored 
Adelaide to ſtrength and ſober cheerfulneſs. 
The ſervant came to tell her breakfaſt wait- 
ed for her; ſhe haſtened to the Counteſs, who 


exclaimed at her entrance, © Bleſs me! you 


look quite a different creature, abſolutely 
beautiful this morning.” 


She bowed to the compliment, and inquir- 
ing after her health, confeſſed herſelf indebt- 
ed to the Counteſs for the alteration in her. 
appearance; * Your goodneſs, Madam,“ 
ſaid ſhe, © reſtored a degree of tranquillity to 
my mind, that procured me ſome hours ſleep; 
and the analogy between the mind and body, 
naturally produced, the change you fo kindly 
take notice of,” + Eb. 
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The Counteſs directed one of her inquiring 
looks full upon her; © Surely,” fait ſhe, 
tc your father could not have reſided many 
years in this ſolitary neighbourhood ; your 
language is ſuperior to the ſituation you ap- 
pear to have held.“ 5 

& My father, Madam,” ſhe replied, 
colouring deeply, © was born and educated 
as a gentleman, but he experienced a reverſe 
of fortune, and had too much ſpirit to ſup- ' 
port the neglect of the proſperous proud, and 
therefore retired from the world; his chief 
delight and employment was, in cultivating 
the little underſtanding heaven has beſtowed 
on me; but had he lived,” ſaid ſhe, weep- 
ing, © it was his intention to have placed me 
in a convent.” 

Then he muſt have property, doubt- 
leſs: Do you know of any relations or friends 
that he had? Or by what means did you * 
cure ſubſiſtence?“ 


Adelaide was extremely diftreſs'd by this 
curioſity ; H of no relations or friends 
Madam, 
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Madam; our wants were very few; we had 
eggs, ſallads and fruit. A peaſant who re- 
ſided near ſome ſmall village, generally called 
once a week, and ſupplied the trifles we had 
occaſion for.” 

« I know that peaſant” returned, the 
Counteſs, © he attends at this caſtle, and 
fortunately this is the day that he comes here; 
very poſſibly from him we may gain infor- 
mation of the ſtate your cottage is in, as I 
have no doubt but it is in this line of di- 
rection. | 


Adelaide made no reply, ſhe was greatly 


agitated. The Counteſs, without appearing 
to notice it, gave orders, that when the 
countryman called as uſual, he might attend 
her, 


But little converſation of any conſequence 
paſſed after this; the alteration of ſome 
articles in dreſs for Adelaide, engaged their 
attention, till a ſervant announced the arrival 
of the peaſant, She turned giddy and ſick 
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with apprehenſion ; and when he appeared at 
the door, her trembling limbs ſcarcely ſup- 
paned her on the chair, 


* So, friend,” faid the Counteſs, you 
know this young Lady, I-ſuppoſe ?” 
« No, pleaſe your honor Madam. O, 
God bleſs me, why ſure, why I do believe it 
is the r miſs that lived vonder under the 
trees. | 
vou are . Pray have you called at 

her cottage to day? | 

e O dear me, yes Madam.” 
| « And what, who did you ſee there?“ 

exclaimed Adelaide, gaſping with terror, 

Lord, Miſs, I ant glad to my heart to 


ſee you alive hy, I was telling your honor's 


ſervants what a cruel buſineſs I had ſeed,” - 

| « What! what!” cried ſhe; © what did 
you ſee?“ 

« Why every thing topfy turvey, as J 
may ſay; and in ſeveral places marks of 
blood, and not a ſoul there; fo I ——” _ 


of” How 2 
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« How ?” cried the fainting girl, Was 
there no wounded or dead body PP . 
Not a ſoul,” anſwered he, for 1 look- _ 

ed all over the place, and as I was afaying —* REA 


Adelaide heard not the ſaying, ſhe fell 
ſenſeleſs on the floor. The poor fellow was 
greatly terrified. e | 


God bleſs her heart, poor young thing, 
I hope I have made no miſchief.” .. 


Two ſervants had reſtored her for a mo- 
ment, but ſhe again relapſed, and the Coun- 
teſs ordered her to be carried to her apart- 
ment, directing the countryman to wait her 
return. ; 


Fright and amazement took poſſeſſion of 
him, and he began to fear he ſhould be 
brought into ſome trouble. In this appre- 11 
henſion he was found by the Counteſs, and 
her ſtately looks did not tend to relieve him. 


« Tell 
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ee Tell me,” ſaid ſhe, 4 od long have 


you known this young woman and her 
father?” | 

« A great many years Madam, can't 
ſy how many, but ſhe was a meer chicken 
when I ſeed her firſt.” © 

« What kind of a man was the father?” 

« Yes, indeed Madam, he was a very 
kind. man, always ſo ſoft and civil, though 
cruel ſorrowful he looked to be ſure.” ' 

I mean how old did he appear?” 

« About forty, or more, I can't ſay.” 


« Did you ever hear . he came 


from?“ | 
« No, Madam, he was a ſhort time in the 


village, and then went to that lonely cot, and 


has lived there a power of years. So as I 
was ſaying to your honor's gentlewoman be- 


low, when I ſtopped there this morning, the 


door was open, I went in, and methought all 


the things looked cruel toſſed abou; ſo I 


called, and nobody ſpeaking, I walked into 
rother room, and there I ſeed blood upon 


the floor, in two or three places, but it look- 


ed 


* 
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ed dryiſh ; ſo I was afeared at firſt to go on, 
but calling again and hearing nobody, I went 
through the young Miſs's room, and into 
the garden, and not a living or dead ſoul was 
there; ſo I thought to tell all about it below, 
becauſe I feared they were all killed, and! 
am quite glad to ſee her here, and hope the 
good gentleman is here alſo.” 

& No, indeed,” faid the Counteſs, © tis 
believed he was killed, and che young woman 
fled from the robbers; but are you certain no 
dead body lies there ?” | 

ce J am certain ſure Madam, for I looked 
every where about the rooms and garden.” 

ee Very well,” faid ſhe, © you may go 
below, and wait my orders.” 

The man 3 not yet diveſted of ſear, 
that he ſhould be brought into trouble, and 
heartily wiſhing he had never called at the 
Cottage. 


© The Counteſs viſited Adelaide, and found 
- ſhe was reſtored to her ſenſes, a 
„Ah! 
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Ah!] Madam,” faid ſhe, I was com- 
ing to you; Have you learnt any intelli- 
gence to ſatisfy my anxiety ?” 
«Tam ſorry, my love, replied me, « to 
6 fay, that the man perliſts in declaring, no 
traces of any perſon was to be found in the 
cottage : why may. we not hope your father 
eſcaped from thence ?” | 
* Oh! impoſſible,” cried Adelaide, the 
wretches ſcrupled not to aſſure me they had 
killed him; and I have no doubt but they 
have thrown his precious corps into the 
wood, or down ſome precipice, where it can- 
not be diſcovered, —Inhuman ſavages !” 


Here ſhe fell into ſuch agonies, as quite 
terrified the Counteſs, and it was a conſider- 
able time before ſhe was reſtored to any com- 
poſure. The tenderneſs and reaſoning of the 
former, at length had ſome effect; and as 
doubt and ſuſpenſe is of all things the moſt 
tormenting, when ſhe was convinced the 
body of her father could not be found, the 

1 of paying her laſt ſad duties, 
4 obliged 


ſignation, to an unavoidable cos re | 


The Counteſs fone two eren off with 
the peaſant, finding, on inquiry, the diſtance; 
was much leſs than ſhe ſuppoſed, to thoſe 


who knew. the road over the hills. They 
had orders to be very minute in their ſearch. 


and obſervations, and to bring what they 


could, that appeared to be of any value. 


During their abſence, ſne devoted herſelf to 
ſooth and comfort her afflicted gueſt. 


. 7 * 
9 


The ſervants returned in the evening, 
bringing moſt of Adelaide's plain and ſcanty 


wardrobe ; a gold watch, which was found in 
a drawer, and a ſnuff box of the ſame metal. 


It appeared very extraordinary that the 


robbers ſhould have left ſuch valuables; and 
from the mens account there were books, and 


ki many other uſeful things. | In ſhort, there 


was ſomething very unaccountable to her in 
the whole affair. No name appeared on the 


watch 
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watch or box, nor did there ſeem any clue 


to elucidate the myſtery; ſhe could know no 


more than what Adelaide choſe to reveal, 
and her curioſity roſe in proportion to the 


difficulty of ahne it. 


Adelaide received theſe valuables of her 
dear father's, with the deepeſt ſorrow ; ſhe 
wept over them, and preſt them to her heart; 
the Counteſs, whoſe turn of mind had lately 
undergone a great change, was very deſirous 
of conſoling her young companion, that the 
melancholy ſhe had ſhook off, might not fix 
on her, and impede their promiſed pleaſures ; 


ſhe therefore exerted all her powers to enter- 


tain her; and fortunately the Hermit, who 


was anxious for his protegꝭe, paid thema 
viſit that evening, and by the arguments he 


deduced from religion,. and reaſon, contri- 
buted much to tranquilliſe her mind. 


The following day, at the requeſt of Ade- 
laide, perſons were ſent to the cottage, to 


bring away * books, what furniture was 


, warth 


- 
LS bod a 
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worth removing, and the poultry, The for- 
mer, and what neceſſaries he choſe, ſhe en- 
treated the Hermit to accept of; and every 
hope of retracing the remains of her father 
being extinguiſhed, ſhe felt that gratitude 
claimed from her an appearance of compo- 


ſure, that ſhe might not affect the ſpirit of 
her benefactreßß. 


The Counteſs was impatient to proceed 

on her travels; ſhe daily expected the return 

of a meſſenger from Paris, with the final con- 

cluſion of her buſineſs there, that ſhe might 

enter upon her tour with recovered ſpirits 
and new hopes. N 


There were times when Adelaide felt more 
of terror and depreſſion, from the conſidera- 
tion of the proſpects before her, than the 
pleaſure which a young mind might naturally 
attach to itſelf in the idea of going into the 
world under the protection of a woman of 
faſhion and fortune; nay, ſhe was frequently 
ready to accuſe herſelf of ingratitude, for not 
| 4 . feeling 
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feeling that affection the Counteſs ſeemed ſo 


wy e to obtain, and appeared ſo well en- 


titled to poſſeſs; ; ſhe therefore concluded the 
_ tenderneſs of her heart was chilled, if not ex- 
hauſted by the cruel fate of her father. Poor 
Lewis, indeed, ſometimes claimed a ſigh of 
ſolicitude for the uncertainty how his mis- 
fortunes might terminate, and whether her 
eſcape had not eventually been the cauſe of 
| his deſtruction. 


Theſe, and many other tormenting ideas, 
_ threw an air of melancholy over the face of 
Adelaide, which all her endeavours to diſ- 
guiſe, could not paſs unobſerved by the Coun - 
teſs, and confirmed her conjectures that ſome 
deep affliction, ſome latent cauſes for ſorrow, 
ſhe choſe not, or. dared not to explain, lay 
heavy at her heart. | 


£ 


The expetted . at length arrived, 
with his commiſſions executed, and the Coun- 
teſs had nothing now to impede her journey. 
The Hermit, who had been very frequent in 
| his 


D 


* 


his viſits, and had conceived a warm attach- 
ment for Adelaide, who had been accuſtomed 


to the ſociety of the Counteſs for ſome years, 


and now ſaw that he was going to be de- 
prived of what he deemed an indulgence, no 
ways incompatible with the ſolitary life: he 
had choſen, could not ſuppreſs his regret, 


nor appear quite ſo abſtracted to his own 


gratification, as might have been expected. 


The evening previous to the day fixed 


upon for their departure, he came to the 
caſtle; the Counteſs looked animated and 
joyful; Adelaide had an appearance of an- 
xiety under an aſſumed cheerfulneſs. The 
old man did not attempt to diſguiſe his 
chagrin. 


« Youare then going to launch again into 


the world,” ſaid he, © perhaps return here 


no more. While 1 believed retirement the 
object of your choice, I rejoiced in your 
ſociety; but undeceived as I now am, I 


ought not to wiſh you ſhould, at your time 
; | of 
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of life, be detached from ſociety. Yet, my 


good friend, your's is a hazardous ſcheme, 


again to encounter the deceitful allurements 
of a falſe ill-judging world, to give up tran- 
quillity, and the pure pleaſures of the country, 


for the buſtle, the faſcinating but vicious 


pleaſures that may wreck your peace and 
deſtroy your happineſs. This young bloſſom 
too, whom the rude blaſts of adverſity have 
ſhaken, who is ſo little capable of guarding.” 

«« My dear father,” cried the Counteſs, 
gaily interrupting him, © I have all the re- 
ſpe& in the world for the goodneſs of your 
heart and ſanctity of manners; but the time 
is arrived, that has broken the bonds of my 


ſecluſion, and I am once more enabled to 


enjoy thoſe pleaſures which we muſt be diſ- 
guſted with from conviction and experience, 
before we are convinced by the precepts of 
philoſophy. I have had my trials and mor- 
tifications, but they are over- balanced by what 
enjoyments I have known, and have yet 10 
expect; therefore, my good father, no more 
on this head; I have taken your © bloſſom” 
r 


wks my e and 7 de | 
will have n gm our mutual haps 
pineſs. 

“ Heaven grant it may be e. returned 
he, © I confeſs admonition is too often fruits 
leſs and impertinent; I have done with ob- 
ſervations good will only ſuggeſted; my 
prayers ſhall be daily for the felicity of both. 
May I aſk waiter you have determined to 
travel?“ 

ce I had intended going directly for lealy,” 
anſwered ſne, but ſince yeſterday I have 
changed my mind; being ſo near the con» 
fines of Spain, I think to make a tour there, 
and viſit a few of the moſt celebrated places ; 
then return here previous to my journey into 
Italy, where it is moſt Provette 1 ſhall fertile 
for life.” - 

e Then I may hope to ſee ”u once e more,” 
<ried the Hermit. 

] have no doubt of ie,” aid ſhe, „and 
I dare ſay our young friend here will return 
with a more animated countenance than ſhe 
now wears. You muſt confeſs,” added ſhe, 
VOL, 1. M with 
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with an air expreſſive of haughty reproach, 
** that the does not appear to be very ſen- 


ſible 6f the pleaſures I am preparing for her.” 


{ <« Ah! Madam,” cried Adelaide, deep- 
iy hurt by her words and manner, do not 
think me inſenfible, or ſuppoſe me ungrate- 
ful for the attentions you honour me with; 1 
have the moſt lively ſenſe of your kindneſs, 
but the misfortunes I have ſo recently expe- 
rienced, throw a gloom over my mind, which 
communicates to my countenance ; but be. 
Heve me, faid ſhe, kiſſing her hand, that 
it ſhall be my ſtudy to look, and act, exactly 
as'you wiſh me to do; forall the pleaſures 
J can lock forward to in life, muſt derive cheit 
Toure from m_ 


She 4 as he ſpoke —the tank 
ſeemed affected, and preſſing her hand in re- 
turn, faid, © She had no doubt but they 
— be perſectiy happy ere " 


The Hermit appeared for a few moments 
loſt in thought ; when recovering from his 
reverie, 


, 


THE MOUNTAINS. . * 243 


reverie, he ſpoke to Adelaide wick the ten- 


fulneſs, and a deſire of being happy; If you 
find it in the great world, ſaid he, I truſt 
it will be accompanied with innocence and 
ſelfapprobation. If on the contrary, when 
curioſity and expectation are gratified, the 
world has no allurements for you, I hope you 
will remember Father Benito, and his friends - 
at Baredge, who will exert themſelves to 
procuire you an aſylum, ſuch as may enſure 
you from inſult, and a dependance on the 
world.“ | * cede 


Adelaide bowed with an expreſſion, that 
needed not words to convey her ſentiments ; 
and when the hour came for his leaving Wr. 
the could not ſuppreſs her tears. 


cc Let me have your ee and good 
wiſhes, father, they muſt be efficacious; I 1 


will endeavour to deſerve they ſhall,” 


— 


derneſs ofa parent; hade her encourage cheer- 


ads; - THE GIRL OF 


The good man bleſſed both, and promiſed 
to continue his viſits to the caſtle; the ſtew- 
ard having orders to be attentive to his 
wiſhes. 


The next morning they proceeded on'their 
intended journey; the Counteſs, Adelaide, 
one woman, and two men ſervants. Keeping 
Tound the foot -of the mountains, they reach- 


ed Baredge, which was ſituated at the bottom 


of Mount Tormalet: leaving this little town, 
famous only for its warm baths, they began 
to aſcend the Pyrenees, a fatiguing, and in 
| _ yo a en road. | 


When they had wind. to he med which 
Pn the two kingdoms, they halted for 
Ge time, to view the wonders that met 
their eyes on both ſides, In ſome -places 
below, uncultivated romantic vales; in others 
' fruitful vallies ; the Jun ſhining upon the high 
mountains above them, covered with ſnow ; 
and below the lowly dwellings of the goat- 
herds; their flocks browzing round their 

cots, 


. 8 K „ xz tu 


mp A 


e 


K 


THE MOUNTAINS, 245 


cdts, many © of which ſeemed to hang on 
frightful precipices, tas threatened hows 
deſtruction, | 


“ What a _ ſublime country: this i is 
cried the Counteſs, '** admirably calculated 
to entertain the ſpeculative , traveller, but; 
horrible to the wretch condemned. to paſs his 
days in theſe mountains. | 

I cannot be of that opinion, ſaid Ade- 
laide,. © a mind detached from the pleaſures 
of the world, to whom retirement has no ter- 
rors, and who has reſources within himſelf, 
to provide amuſement: ſuch as he wiſhes ta 
enjoy ; in contemplation of the ſtupendouz 
works of his Creator, and in the performance 
of his religious duties: ſuch a being : muſt here 
feel the higheſt gratification, and, I chink, 
could e none of the * you, 
ſuppoſe.” +: . K 
Upon my word, W he Coun- 
teſs, with a look. of incredulous contempt, 
« you are a mighty young Philoſopher, and 
extremely well calculated to have ſhared. 
M 3 Father 
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Father Benito's Hermitage, if your practiſe 
would illuſtrate the theory of _ ORG 
ideas.” 


« Do not miſtake me, Madam,” anſwer- | 


ed Adelaide, in ſome confuſion ; © I pretend 
not to fuch noble and refined ſentiments as 
muſt qualify a perſon to enjoy ſolitude in a 


country like this; yet I muſt think it poſ- 
ſible, there are perſons fo gifted, who would” 


in this wonderful ſpot feel no regret for the 
pleaſures of the world; but in the converſe 


of the children of nature, ſuch ag dwell in 
theſe mountains, and in holy meditation, 


might paſs a life of ſerenity and innocence 
Kings might envy, for it muſt de the road 


Really chüd,“ rerurned the Counteſs, 
coolly, “ your friend the Hermit ſeems to 
late miſtaken the road for you. But no 


more of this, we are going into the world, 


and 1 proteſt 1 ſhall feel extremely happy to 


quit theſe ſublime, but to me frightful Views, 
that turn me giddy; not a ſhadow of envy 
wil dwell in my. boſom towards the inno- 
Ty aſl 5 cent 
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cent and contented inhabitants of theſe horrid 
racks, whoſe happineſs muſt ariſe from. their 


ignorance, and whoſe inſenſibility of danger 
8 chan Gn content.“ 2 


ä Adelaide replied not, her bent was Gill 
looks, more than words, conveyed. very un- 
pleaſant ſenſations to her mind, and made her 
ſigh for loſt n een to 


They at n croſſed a ol 
mountains, that ſeparated the. French and: 
.. Spanith-Navarre, and after a fariguing, tho” 
a ſhort journey, arrived in fafecy at Pampe- 
luna, the capital: of Navarre, ſeated in the 
[Pyrentes.. Here the Counteſs propoſed teſt- 
ing for a day or two; and having ſent her 
name 16 the. Governor of the caſtle, he vet 
politely waited on her and invited the ladies 
to the caſtle; - This inſtance. of Spaniſh po- 
iteneſs, greatly prejndiced her. in theix favgy,. 
and ſhe readily accepted the invitation. 


M 4. | He 
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He conducted them to the caſtle he 1 


ded i in, and introduced them to his family, 


which conſiſted of his lady, one daughter 


about nineteen, and a ſon three years older, 
an officer in the army; ; but this being a time 
of profound peace in wo ge he * 
his father, 


- The Governor, Don Diego De Salverda, 
was between forty and fiſty; a pleaſing coun- 
te nance and a noble air, made him appear 
ſome years younger. He relaxed conſider- 
ably from the Spaniſn auſterity in manners; 
was a man of gallantry, and a true n 
the ſervice of the ladies. 


Donn Marks Bb Sabverds; his lady, was 
' the very reverſe of her huſband, haughty, 
ienperious, infolent and jealous; her high 
birth, her conſequence in that city, and the 
eonceſſions ſhe exacted from Don Diego, 
who was conſcious, perhaps, ſhe had reaſon 
to complain, had altogether given her that air 


2 8. 


00 
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of authority, which was ſeverely felt ory "hoſe 
9 to her N Mel 


She received the lies with an air of ſulen 
grandeur, a freezing politeneſs, that denoted 
a forced e ee ſhe could oy _ 
_—_ diſpenſed wich. 


F ew women had more native pride: anf 


haughtineſs than the Counteſs, though ſhe 


could wear the. ſemblance of affability and 
- kindneſs at times; ſhe. ſhrunk. back when 


Donna Maria faluted her with. a ſtately air; 
and recovering at once her own ſelf confe- 


quence, it was truly ludicrous to {ee ,]ʃ·Q 


women ſaluting each other with all the Gg> 
nity, of Romi Ee 


* 


Don 8 who Lane his wife $ Sie 
was not ſorry to obſerve ſhe had * met with 
one as tenacious as herſelf. 


”w 


Donna. Iſabella, his daughter; was chen 


introduced; nothing could be more capti- 


— 
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vating than the appearance of this young 


lady; handſome, engaging," polite and ſen- 
- HJible, ſhe made herſelf an intereſt in your 
heart * * the firſt glance. 


$ „ Not ſo the 0 * was the counter- 


part of the mother, with the additional conſe- 


quence he derived to himſelf, from being an 
officer, 32 


Adelaide, awed by the grandeur of Donna 
Maria, like the ſenſative plant, ſhrunk hum- 
bly from her touch, and felt her own inſig- 


nificance when preſented by the Counteſs as 


an amiable young perfon under her protec- 
tion. The lazy vouchſafed a cold compli- 


ment, but the good natured Iſabella advanced 


to her, and congratulated herſelf on the pica- 
ſure of entertaining ſuch a charming gueſt. 


The heart of Adelaide expanded at once; 
here ſeemed a kindred mind; ſhe had been 
unuſed to receive kindneſs from a female for 

__ years, and the ſweetne ſs of this young 


Iady's | 


Teas F 
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lady's tones, penetrated to her ſoul. She re- 
plied with a ſpirit and frankne ſs, that delight 
ed Iſabella, and in one hour they conceived? 


an affection that was never obliterated in their 
boſoms to the end of their lives. 
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* Felix, the brother of Iſibella, abated: 

ſomething of his natural dignity of manners- 
when he addreſſed Adelaide; he ſaw ſhe was 
charming, and his heart acknowledged ſhes 
was faſcinating ; the more he examined her, 
the more. intereſting ſhe grew, and it was- 
neceſſary for pride to remind him, * ſhe was. 
a young perſon. under the protection of the 
Counteſs, or in other words, as he under il 
ſtood 1t, a dependant upon her. | 
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The 8 paſſed without pleaſure to 
any one, but the two young ladies. Don 
Diego was ſtruck with the beauty of the hum- 
ble Adelaide; his ſon could not defend his 
heart from. her. charms. The Counteſs. 
watched. the direction of their eyes with 2 
** envy; and the Lady ow of 

M 6 conceived 
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conceived à violent diſlike to both of her 
gueſts. | 


When they retired for the night, Iſabella 
accompanied her new acquaintance to her 
apartment ; ſhe ſaw that ſhe was penſive, and 
apparently not happy, and had too much 
penetration not to diſtinguiſh the caufe, im 
the haughty looks of the Counteſs. 


Ah!“ faid ſhe, taking: Adelaide's hand, 
with an air of kindneſs, © how grie ved am I 
to underſtand you muſt leave us fo ſoon ; is 
there no mode of perſuaſion likely to be 
fueceſsful with the Counteſs, to induce her 
to remain ſome time here ?” 

I know of none, replied Adelaide, 
« ſhe is on a tour of pleaſure, and I believe 
intends viſiting all the capital-cities in Spain. 
Such a tour muſt be very delightful,” 
returned the other, yet I with ſhe would 
defer her intention, and remain ſome time 
here; I feel that I ſhould dearly love you.“ 


And 
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10 And I, Madam, anſwered Adelaide, 

tears dropping on her cheeks, © I am truly 
ſenſible of your kindneſs, my heart is neither. 
cold nor ungratefal, but my deſtiny is unfor- 


tunate, and my wiſhes muſt be ſuperceded 


by the commands of the Counteſs.” | 
e How much you intereſt me,” ſaid Iſa- 
bella; * your deſtiny unfortunate !* your 


candour charms me; whilſt your words grieve 


me; for I am already perſuaded you deſerve 
to be happy; ut there is no ſituation that 


has not its comparative diſagreeables in every. 
rank of life, nor any ſtate ſo unplealant, but 


may derive ſome conſolation within itſelf, 


when rectitude 1s the guide of their actions. 


Merit, ſuch as your's; muſt; at one time or 
other, triumph over the deſtiny you com- 
plain againſt, I am ſure the Counteſs is a 


fortunate 8 in poſſefſing ſuch an amiable | 


young friend. | : 


Adelaide fruggled to ſuppreſs a ſigh, but 


could not reply; the other ſeeing the depreſ- 
ſion of her ſpirits, redoubled her kindneſs, 


without. 
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without being impertinently inquiſitive ; and 
| when they parted for the night, felt a ſenti- 
ment more lively than compaſſion, for i it was 
mixed with love and reſpect. | 


The em girl, when left alone, run 
over paſt occurrences, and contemplated her 
preſent proſpects; chey were ſuch as afford - 
ed no pleaſure; that air and language of pro- 
tection the Counteſs- aſſumed, wounded her. 
deeply ; ſhe was not inſenſible of: her. obliga- 
tions, but ſhe thought a delicate. mind would 
rather wiſh to leſſen her.ſenſe. of them, than 
ſo careleflly preſent her to the notice of others, 
as to draw. the ſcornful. glance ſhe ſtill felt 
painful, in remembering the haughty air of. 
Donna Maria, and the preümmiag one. in 
Don Felix. 


Let, thought ſhe again, I may be wrong, 
J am a ſtranger to the world, and the beha- 
viour of women in their rank of life, and per 
haps my feelings are unjuſt: little can I re- 
8 member of company, but I know the ſweet. 

| ; affability. 


> 
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W Lady. 


affability of my dear mother made lier adored: 
by every one, and I am ſure it will be im- 
poſſible I can ever love the Counteſs, orion 


9: was ſeveral bows before fe 1 com- 


ol herſelf to reſt, from which ſhe was 
awakened in- the morning, by the opening of. 


her door. 


Have I difturbed-you-?” aſked Iſabella. 
I am aſhamed to anſwer you, truly,“ 


aid the other, . but indeed I did not cloſe 


my eyes till morning; I will. Han. be 
however.“ 


The kind young lady ſtaid to aſſi 


deadly. 


ſt her, 


and ſaid a hundred obliging things to her. 


When dreſſed, ſhe repaired to the 


Cour 


teſs, who. was alſo dreſſing, and whom fhe 
attended to the breakfaſt room, which open- 


ed into a ſpacious and beautiful garden. 
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Donna Maria preſerved the ſame Ay 
of look and demeanour; : the: Counteſs ſup- 
ported her own. conſequence, | The gentle- 
men could not diſguiſe their - admiration of. 
Adelaide, and ſhe felt equal pain and confu- 


ſton, whenever ſhe ventured to raiſe her eyes, 


and meet the different-glances:of the party. 


Iſabella, who read her thoughts, ſeized the: 
firſt opportunity toaſk her to walk, ſhe moſt 
readily conſented ; they:withdrew to the gar- 
den. Don Felix followed them, and in leſs 
than ten minutes they were joined by the: 
whole company. After admiring the garden, 
and paying ſome compliments to the: taſte of 
its owners, the Counteſs. OE: to Adelaide, | 
| ſaid, | 


Ti t he we would : now prepare for 

our journey. N 977 

ay How, Madam [” exclaimed Don Dicgo, 

tc. did you not purpoſe remaining here two 

or three . Has any thing. diſguſted you 
here, 
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here, that you talk of Key us 00 ſud- 
denly?“ 

« By no means,” replied ſhe, coolly, 
te but I am impatient to arrive at Eſtella; I 
expect letters to meet me there, and the 
weather being fine, I ſhould be wrong' to 
delay my journey. Your Lady tells me tis 


only twenty-four miles from hence, and that 


I can eafily go through before night.“ 
« Impoſlible l cried Don Felix, you 


know not the road, tis ſo extremely hilly, that 


you will travel very flowly, and be compelled 
to put up at ſome wretched hovel, where you 
have every thing diſagreeable to expect.“ 
My ſon tells you truly, Madam, ſaid] 
Don Diego, © you muſt not think of 498 
ceeding this day.“ 

« Ah, no,” cried Iſabella, © pray Madam 
do not, I deſeech you to _— the idea.“ 


Donna Maria ſpoke not a word; her huſ- 
band's looks reproached her, but ſhe pre- 
© ferved an inflexible ſilence. Provoked at 
her indifference, and want of common polite- 

neſs, 
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neſs, the Counteſs fuddenly changed her 
mind, and with a malicious ſmile at the Lady 
Salyerda, « Well, Madam, faid the, © 2 
believe 1 muſt yield to entreaties ſo irreſiſt- 
able, and be indebted to your Snag 
another night.“ 

«You do'us honor, Madam,” de 
frigid reply. er a nd 


The young people were pleaſed, and Don 
Diego exerted all his gallantry to make the 
| hours paſs agreeably, in defiance of his lady s 
frowns. It was fertled that the ladies ſhould 
purſue their journey at a very early hour in 
the morning; in conſequence of which, their 

ſervants had orders to attend, and, they wen 
. of the — over night, | 5 


label Ci Adelaide. to * 
room; «© We muſt part, then,“ ſaid ſhe, 
« and the! warmeſt eiteem I. ever felt, and 
which is almoſt. ndiculous te mention on ſo 
mort an acquaintance, is likely to end before 

ir has well. taken root. You will forget us in 

we 
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che variety of ſeenes that muſt engage your 


attention, and the regret of this parting will 


be all my own,” 


«© How little do you know _ ada 


Adelaide, in a tone of ſorrow, © kindneſslike 
your's, ſo frankly beſtowed, has a claim upon 


the ſenſibility of any one; hom much more 
fo upon a friendleſs orphan, without any pre- 


tenſions to merit the diſtinction you honor 
her with; never, never will e de 
effaced from my memory. 

A fnendlefs orphan ! enki 16. 
bella; „Oh, my ſweet friend, would to hea - 
ven I had the power to beſtow happineſs and 
independence on worth like yours! but yow 
muſt ſee,” added the, ſighing, that a ſu- 
perior power in this caſtle carries all before-it;. 
and to that power I could not wiſh you to be. 
ſudjected. My father is mild and gene rous, 
but, even his protection I dare not claim for: 
you; but N the A has _ 
_ A” N 5 | 
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Not of affinity,” anſwered Adelaide; 
*©/ nor any but ſuch as I ehooſe to allow of, 
Without friends, fortune, or a home, ſhe has 
offered me her protection; while I accept of 
it, the is intitled to my gratitude; but if ſhe 


4s abuſes her power, and ſceks to enchain my 


mind by a haughty authority, I muſt ſeek an 
aſylum in a Convent. as a more deſirable 
ſituation. | 

J approve: highly: 2 your nn 
returned the other, they are becoming of a 
noble ſpirit. Let us correſpond ;, be per- 
fectly unreſerved to me; ſhould a Convent 
become a neeeſſary retreat, which n. for- 
bid | tis poſſible - may ſerve. you 
5 But wanderers as we ſhall be, faid 
Adelaide, tis impoſſible I can hear from 


. vou.“ 


That is indeed eme replied. 
ſhe; then pauſing a moment, I: will return 
inſtantly,” added ſhe, and flew- out of the 
room; ſhe was not wanting five minutes. 

41 am now going, f ſaid ſhe, © to put your 
. _ eſteem. 


= . 
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eſteem for me to the teſt, and if you wiſh to 
give me conſequence in my ovn eyes, by the 
delight of accommodating you, I entreat you 


to take this purſe. There is ſufficient to pay 


for ſix - months penſion in any Convent; 
could the Counteſs. treat you illz apply 
boldly to any religious houſe for protection; 
ſix months in advance will procure you ad- 
miſſion; you can then write to me, and I 
will engage to pay your penſion, till ſome 
favorable event ſhall reſtore you to the 
world. 72 4 Alte ! 


| Adelaide was exceſſively touched at this 
proof of uncommon kindneſs; but ſhe would 
have declined the money, aſſuring the gene- 
rous young lady, that ſhe had a ſmall ſum 
ſtill, which would find her neceſſaries for 
ſome time. 


« So much the better,” ſaid Ilabella, 
te but you ſhall not deny me the favor I ſue 


for ; tis conferring happineſs on myſelf; if 


I am allowed to be ſerviceable to you,” 
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In ſhort, ſhe urged her requeſt ſo warmly, 
aſſuring her chat the money was uſelefs to 
her, and might poſſibly preſerve Adelaide 
trom inſult and danger, that however repug- 
nant to her feelings, to owe a favor of ſuch 
magnitude to a ranger, the was s obliged to 


comply. 


ce If,“ ſaid ſhe, © you will compel me to 
be obliged to you, why ſhould'I not at once 
claim your intereſt to get me into a Convent? 
I already repent making a different choice.” 
as No,” ſaid Iſabella, interrupting her, 


I cannot wiſh you to be ſecluded from the 


world, but as a laſt reſource, I know not 
your ſtory, but am perſuaded you have not 
drawn misfortunes upon yourſelf; hope, 
* therefore, that ſome day you will riſe above 
the malice of your fate. My heart will be 
deeply intereſted for your happineſs; write 
to me every opportunity; take no notice of 
what has now paſſed between us; on every 
other pc ng be unreſerved. Adieu, my 
6 admirable 
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admirable friend, may the Holy Virgin pro- 


tect you, and your guardian Saint Pm. 
you from all ann.” 


Adelaide embraced her; a flood of tears 
precluded words, but they were not requiſite 
to ſpeak the feelings of her heart; Iſabella 


| tranſlated her looks, and they yu in em- 


Phatic tfilence. 


Adelaide wk thanks to bun for 
this fortunate occurrence; the acquiſition of 
a friend in her circumſtances, was a moſt de- 
ſirable bleſſing; ſhe hailed it as a good omen, 


and endeavoured to reſt with a more tran- 


quilliſed mind, than ſhe had known for ſome 
time. Her ſleep was but ſhort; ſhe roſe and 


prepared for her journey; ſhe longed'to ſee . 


the generous I ſabella once more, and though 
ſhe felt humbled by receiving pecuniary obli- 
gations, yet ſhe adored the hand that con- 


ferred them ſo DION and with ſo 
much delicacy. 


— 


. - — — — — - 
- _ - — 2 — - = I „ — 
— STEM — — _ - — — 
— — EE = — 2 = =Y 


— — — 
— 
choc * - 


THE GCIRL OF 


8 
She ſoon received a ſummons to attend 
the Counteſs, and after taking ſome choco- 
late, they. purſued their route towards Eſtella, 
- without ſeeing any of the MY. in the caſtle, 
but ſervants. | 7 


a The Counteſs did not ſpare Dorina Maria, 
the ridiculed her perion, manners, dreſs, and 
above all, that impertinent haughtineſs to- 
wards a woman of her rank ; proteſted ſhe 
had more than half a mind to ſtay and coquet 
5 with Don Diego, * to PRI her. 


« But he caughter,” fad Adelaide, 66 is 
a charming young woman.” 

ce Yes, the girl is well enough, but like 
other young women, mighty vain and con- 
-ccued.” 
ec What Iſabella ! cried Adelaide, ec ſure 
. ſhe is neither the one nor the other; I ad- 
mire her moſt exceedingly.” “. 
Oh, to be ſure, anſwered the other, 
with a haughty toſs of her head, © you are a 
very complete Judge of merit; I admire at 

miſſes 
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milſes, indeed, who know nothing” of the 


world, pretending to. judge of merit | but 
though you are pleaſed to contradict me ſo 


rudely, I muſt tell. you, that my experience in 


life enables me to judge more juſt and deci- 
dedly than girls ſcarcely out t of the nurſery 
can poſſibly do.” | 

] do not pretend, Madam, to doubt your 
5 judgment,” returned Adelaide, with ſome 
ſpirit; ©. yet ſurely every one has a right to 
think for themſelves, and I ſhall nat be eaſily 


| perſuaded to belie ye Donna Iſabella is other, 


wiſe than good and amiable.“ 

« I want no perſuaſions to make me be. 
lieve, retorted the other, © that girls are 
very vain and impertinent : but neither of 
the women at the caſtle are deſerving of 
notice; the old Don would be polite enough 


if he dared; as for the young one, he ſeems. . 


to have no character at all. : 


| She had * ſcarcely pronounced thoſe laſt 


gra before Don F elix appeared at the 
carriage window. 


VOL, 1, N « Heavens!” 
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« Heavens!” exclaimed ſhe, © what has 
brought you this way ?” 

* To attend on you, Madam,” replied 
he, © if you will permit me that honour: 1 
have ſome friends at Eſtella, I could not take 
a better opportunity to ſee, than when I 

might have the pleaſure of eſcorting, and per- 
haps of being ſerviceable to you, in a city 
where you are entirely unknown.“ 
« Upon my word,” faid the Counteſs, 
ſmiling, © this is a piece of refined gallantry 
7 little expected, and do not feel at all inclined 
to reject: But pray have you the permiſſion 
of Don Diego your father ?” 
© T have the honour, Madam, of ſerving 
my King; at preſent he diſpenſes with my 
. ſervices, and I am accountable t to no one elle 
for my actions. 


He ſpoke this ws very lofty tone. 


&. Pardon me,” ſaid the Counteſs, ce I 
meant * to aſk, were Four parents ac 
; quainted 
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* Quainted with your deſign, otherwiſe your 
abſence would give them pain.“ 
A letter I have left for my fitter, 


Madam, will entirely do any any apprehen- 
ſions on that head. | 


The Counteſs dropped the ſubject, arid 
was not a little gratified by the polite atten- 
tion of. this young officer, who rode by the 
fide of the carriage, and an * 
entirely to her. 


Nothing, indeed, could be more oppor- 
tune, than this gallantry of Don Felix, for 
in deſcending from a craggy hill, the ſhafts 


of the carriage broke, the ladies were obliged _ 


to get out and take the ſervants places, who 
conſequently were under the neceſſity of walk - 


ing; this impeded their progreſs, and com- 


pelled them to put up at a very wretched 
hovel, called an Inn, between too frightful 


hills. The men ſervants were left to repair 


the Carriage, and had. not Don Felix and his 
N 2 ſervant 
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ſervant attended them, their ſituation muſt 
have been extremely unpleaſant, 


They had ſome proviſions with them, and 
therefore endeavoured to reconcile themſelves 
to the miſerable room, that affarded a p- 
| ny ſhelter. 
N I muſt conſels,” faid the Counteſs, © my 
| Food friend, that we are greatly indebted to 
the benevolent genie, that inſpited you with 
a ſpirit of knight errantry ; foreſeeing our 
diſaſtrous accident; and how miuch we ſhould 
ſtand in need of a gallant Knight to protect 
us; fot I believe I ſhould+ ſcarcely have had 
courage to enter this hovel without a 75 
tans?” : 4 4751 

e And you RY of a tour hich Spain,” 
exclaimed he, ſmiling, “ my dear Counteks, 
' your's is a romantic expedition, and demands 
a faithfut Knight and Squire to guard you. 
Many ſimilar accidents you are liable to; 
many fuch : hovels as this will preſent them - 
. ſelves as places of entertainment; and happy 

5 may 
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may you think yourſelves ſometimes, to * 
© tain a worſe reſting place.“ | 

ce Horrid !” cried ſhe, © what ple 
have you drawn of this charming . 


country! 


I ſpeak of the accommodations for tra- 


vellers,” ſaid he, © reſide in, or near the 
capital of the kingdom, and your warmeſt 
expectations will be realized; there you wil 
find all ranks ready to do juſtice to your 
charms. You have already captivated one 
Knight to follow your train, and muſt make 
new ſla ves wherever you appear.“ | 

« Really,” ſaid ſhe, with a ſatisfied air, 


« J ſhall be apt to entertain a favourable 


opinion of myſelf, ſince the gallant Don Felix 
| breaks through the natural taciturnity which 


characteriſes his nation, and become as 


eloquent as a Frenchman,” 

« Ah! Madam,” returned he; with a 
languiſhing ſigh, © your powerful attractions 
have all the force of enchantment; you can 
make what transformations you pleaſe,” 


— 


* In 
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In this ſtyle the lady and gentleman enter- 
tained themſelves for near tWo hours; Ade- 
laide fat ſilent and unregarded; her mind was. 
differently occupied ; nor had ſhe for a long 
time atterided to their converfation, until 
_ awakened from her reverie by the Counteſs, 
| * exclaimed, in a fort of peeviſn tone, 


Are you 8 child?” * 
No, Madam, only ſilent, as I was not 
called upon to join in the converſation.“ 

Upon my word, you are a very ſpiritleſs 
companion, and I have more obligations than 
one to Don Felix; but pray be more. cheer- 
ful, you ought to think yourſelf very happy 
in your ſituation, to have an opportunity of 
travelling, and acquiring ſome knowledge of 
che world, which young people, like you, 
n be very ignorant of.“ 


1 hope, pon; I Hall never be defi- 
cient iin my fenfe of the favours I receive, or 
wanting in gratitade, was all the anſwer 
Adelaide returned. | 
E. She 
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She was equally diſconcerted by the words | 
of the Counteſs, and the looks of Don Felix, 


who fixed his eyes upon her with an expreſ- 
ſion very inconſiſtent with all the fine things 
be had been faying to the Counteſs. 


The ſervants at length arrived ; the car- 
riage was repaired, and they proceeded on 
their journey. The Counteſs was in the beft 
ſpirits imaginable, and condeſcended to fay 


ſeveral. kind words to Adelaide, which was 


very gratify ing to her feelings, and called 
-forth ſuitable returns. 


On their . at Eſtella, to which place 
Don Felix had ſent off his ſervant poſt; to 
prepare for their reception. They alighted 
dt a houſe of a very decent appearance, and 
were preſently waited upon by the. governor 


of the city, who welcomed the young officer 
and his friends with as much kindneſs as was 


conſiſtent with the Spaniſh gravity, and with 
offers of ſervice 1 the ir reſidence in 
W . 


The 
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The houſe they were in was not an inn, 
for ſuch have wretched accommodations; it 
was a private houſe that condeſcended to 
receive ftrangers, where you paid extrava- 
_ gantly, and were waited upon by perſons in 
ſtate, | 


Don Felix did not take up ths reſidence in 
the ſame habitation ; he ſlept at the gover- 
nor's, but attended the Counteſs early in the 
morning, to devote himſelf to her for the 
day. The governor was a bachelor about 
ſeven and thirty, with all the romantic polite- 
neſs of the days of chivalry. | 


. Here vanity could 5 fail of finding an 
abundance of gratification, and the Counteſs 
appeared delighted with the adulation ſhe . 


received. 


Adelaide found her advantages in the 
homage paid to her protectreſs; ſne was in 
conſtant flow of ſpirits and good humour, 
which was diffuſed on all around her.. 

X | The 


The Goveratey indeed, did not confine all 
his devoirs to her ; he was too diſcerning, and 


too fond of beauty, not to diſcriminate it, 


wherever it appeared. Adelaide parfook of 


ſome extravagant encomiums, which ſhe re- 


ceived with a reſerve and modeſty, that pre- 


poſſeſſed the gentleman more ſtrongly in her 
favor. Don Felix ſaid little; but his eyes 
ſpoke a great deal, and Adelaide was dib. 
guſted with the Neger. | 


Their n were ſpent: in running about 
the city, and its charming environs, and in 
entertainments of various kinds, given by the 
two gallant gentlemen. The Counteſs de- 
voted herſelf entirely to the young officer; of 
courſe the governor was at liberty to attach 
himſelf to the younger lady, which he found 
very much to his taſte. Near a week had 
paſſed in a variety of amuſements. Eſtella 
was a very gay nd a very genteel city; it 
gave the Counteſs a moſt favorable idea of 
the Spaniſh towns, and the diſagreeabjes.< on 
the road were all forgotten, 

One 
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One morning the Counteſs ſent for Ade- 


11 before the uſual time of her 3 


« My dear child, ” ſaid ſhe, JI 1 


ſomething to communicate that will give you 


the higheſt pleaſure, and, I believe, equal 
ſurpriſe; know, then, that the. governor is 
enamoured of you ; he has demanded of me 


your name, birth and family (fortune, I had 
befere told bim, you had none) if he finds 


neither incompatible with his honor, he pro- 
poſes to make you an offer of his hand. 
What a fortunate circumſtance that you ſhould 
be placed under my protection! your fortune 
will be eſtabliſhed, your happineſs complete; 
he is rich, has a charming houſe; your con- 
. queſt is really to be envied. Speak, child, 


you muſt have no reſerves ; I already aſſure 
myſelf you are of a family that may not diſ- 


grace the governor; you have only to be 
_ candid and enſure to yourſelf a brilliant eſtab- 


| liihment, which 1 ſhall conſider as the work 


Wen 


5 A}, 
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All this ſpeech was uttered with the rapi- 


dity of a French woman, but its volubility 


had not its expected effect on Adelaide; ſhe 
was aſtoniſned and confounded. | 


« Bleſs me,” exclaimed the Counteſs, 
« from whence proceeds this ſilence ? Does 
joy prevent your acknowledgments ? I hope 
there are no Recon to the good fortune 
that awaits you.” | 8 
Indeed, Madam,” anſwered ſhe, en- 
deavouring to recover herſelf, © I am great- 


ly ſurpriſed, and no leſs grieved, that I can- 


not accept an offer that ſeems to have your 
approbation.” | 
« How! Not accept of it! What is it 


you mean ? Dare you not abide by the con- 
ditions . | 


This rude queſtion called forth the native 


Pride and ſpirit that became Adelaide. - 


Hig Madam, when I decline the offer, TI am 
not ge to make any confeſſions diſagree- 


able 


— 
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able to myſelf; yet juſtice | compels me to 
ſay, my birth is noble, my name has never 
deſervedly incurred any diſgrace; but I am 
bound by the moſt ſolemn promiſes, to diſ- 


cover neither ; nor will I, under the exiſting 


circumſtances, which I have no hope will be 
done away. I am grateful for the governor's 
good opinion, but I cannot profit by it.“ 


% Why J am all aſtoniſhment,” cried the 


\ Counteſs, ' © 1 do not comprchend all this 
myſtery—theſe promiſes you ſpeak of; Have 


you not ſaid you were an orphan, and friend- 


"leſs? Who then has the power to hold. you 
to ſuch abſurd promiſes as muſt deprive you 
of every hope of an eſtabliſhment in life?“ 
J am, in every ſenſe of the word, an 
orphan,” replied Adelaide, tears trembling 
in her eyes; « my promiſes were given to 
my father, and I hold them fo ſacred, that no 
temptation on earth ſhall induce me to break 
them. A humble, or a e lite, is all 1 


with or expect,” 1 


cc Don't | 


8 is 


. 
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Dont tell me this romantic tale, s; 
150 world better child; if no diſgraceful cir- 
cumſtance attended on your name and family, 
you can't perſuade me a young friendleſs 
girl would reject ſuch an offer as muſt make 
her rich and mee e vou 
have a younger lover in view.“ 

This „ perhaps” was uttered with a ma- 
licious ſmile, that irritated Adelaide. 


06: J have no lover in view, Madam; I 
ſeek only -peace and obſcurity ; I have no 
wiſh at preſent, but that of pleaſing you; if 


unhappily I am to be unſucceſsful, a Convent 


is my next preferable choice, before any 
ſituation in the world.“ 

© Well, I don't underſtand all this ro- 
mance; I have no right to force you, but 
you mult give me leave to fay, I think you a 
fool, that's all. I have no objection to your 
ſtaying with me certainly, I am only ſorry 
you will not let me provide better for you— 


r O . 4h vou- 


1 OTRL of” 

you Wa | pleaſe to remember, it is your own 
fault. And 1 am to tell the governor you 
reject his offer, am I ?” ; 

I. am grieved, Madam, to have incurred 
your diſpleaſure; I feel my obligations to 
that gentleman, but acknowledgment is all 
the return in my power to beſtow.” 


I am ſorry to have no more influence 
over you,” anſwered ſhe, coldly, with. an 


inclination of her head, ſignifying ſne might 
withdraw. 


* 


She readily obeyed the intimation, but her 
heart was full, and the moment ſhe quitted 
the room, ſhe burſt into tears. Before ſhe 
reached her own apartment, ſhe was met by 
Don F elix. 


e Heavens!” exclaimed he, quite off his 
guard, Charming Adelaide, what mean 
theſe tears? Ah! do not ſhed thoſe precious. 
drops! tell me what occaſions them? Who 
has offended you? my te, my forrune, are 
devoted to your ſervice,” 

* 1 thank. 


Mack 
_ K 
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cc I thank you ſir,” mend ſhe, SIE 
vouring to * him, neither can be of any 


At that moment the Counteſs appeared, 


he looked confounded, and Adelaide haſtened 
away. 


'END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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